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Meetmgs are held 2:00 PM the third Sgturday of the month (except January)
in the Meeting Room Ist Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway,
" Rockdale. Members, please brin plate. Visitors are welcome.

EVENTS

APR 5th  Elizabeth Bay House Tour

An extraordinary tour of Elizabeth Bay House, where you will view “The
Servants Quarters, as well as the House”, and recognise the conditions and the
limitations in the way in which they lived.

Meet at Elizabeth Bay House at 10:00 am
Cost : $15.00 Enquiries: Please call (02) 9567 - 8989.

Apr 6% The National Trust Festival for 2008 theme is “Our Place”

St. George Historical Societies Museum — Lydham Hall (18 Lydham Ave,
“Rockdale) will on this date have a photographic display of heritage houses in
- our area.

Time: 1:00 pm —4:00 pm
Light Refreshments Served

Cost: $6.00 * Enquiries: Please call (02) 9587 - 8307
e 3% VALE NP

We were sad tb recently hear of the passing of Rupert James Gough on September 23"’,‘
2007.

Mr. Gough was a past member of St. George Historical Society and dedicated photographer
~ of buildings.

His Photographic work covered most of Sydney, the St. George Area, Sutherland and the
Blue Mountains. ;

It is due to the late Mr. Gough that we have a collection of photographs of the St George
area at Lydham Hall which he kindly donated to our society.



The anonymous vernacular architecture,
the slab houses and barns which once stood
secure in the semi-rural areas around Sydney,
are disappearing in increasing numbers.
Floods, fires, strong winds, termites and the
avalanche of housing development have all
contributed to their disappearance.

My interest in vernacular architecture in
general, and slab buildings in particular,
began over twenty years ago. At first, I looked
on them as subjects to paint and draw, but

when I began to look closer, I could see each

one had its own story to tell and began to
record them in drawings, slides and black and
white photographs. The ever growing
collection was the source of subgects for my
books. t ; 5

The carly settlers® farm houses and farm
buildings related directly to the environment -
those which remain could be said to be
original historical documents which can. tell
of a vanished way of life. The construction of
the slab buildings showed fine examples of
bush ingenuity and craft, for they were
generally constructed from materials found on
the site. True slabs were not sawn but split
from logs cut to the required length; a metal
wedge was driven into the timber, causing it
to'split into two or more sections, depending
on the size of the log. The planks were

_ could also be pit or mill-sawn.

SLAB BUILDINGS
by Daphne Kingston

roughly dressed by an adze. Eucalypt, stringy
or iron-bark were most frequently used and it
was thought that a tree which received little
sun lengthened the life of the building. Slabs

Yarramundi Lane; Richmond.

Orange orchards surround the house, which cannot
be seen from the lane. The slabs on the near side are
very wide. It is now used for storage.

When the slabs were used vertically, they
were held top and bottom by horizontal
timbers to which they were tied or nailed.

- Strong corner posts were set in the ground.

Another method was to taper the slabs at the
end. These were fitted into a grove on the
upper surface of a heavy log serving as a
ground plate and on the lower surface of a
lighter wall plate, which also supported the
roof. The gaps between the slabs were often
covered with a clay mixture, battens or pieces
of tin. The walls were seldom painted and
weathered to a silvery-grey. The interior slab
walls were sometimes pasted over with
hessian, calico, newspapers or wallpaper.

‘Even after years of neglect, traces of fabric

and paper can be seen ¢ linging to the walls.
The: original slab walls in ‘Rose Cottage’,

Wilberforce were coated with a mixture of
cow manure, wattle and clay, providing a
smoother finish than the rough slab. Ceilings
were formed from bark, stretched canvas,
hessian or lath and plaster. Where attics
existed, the boards became both the ceiling
and the floor. The floors varied from packed



earth to hardened boards nailed in uniform — P -y
: s the “ k*is a surviving 19th. century house.

logwhich esed dn th§ ;ground_ garden in the commercial area of North Sydney. The

b original section of four cedar slab rooms may have
been built in 1823 of timber from Wollstonecraf/Berry
estates. Additional rooms of different timber and

. structure were added during the mid-19th. century. The
North Sydney Council purchased the property in 1979,
It has now been restored and is the Museum for the
North Shore Historical Society. It is open 1o the public
on Wednesday and Sunday afternoons,

Corrugated iron made an enormous
impact for it was light, cheap and readily
transportable. It also simplified the

i e it e . construction of hip or pitched roofs, using -

ose Cottage " Australiana Village, ree. dibihicn vl Mot e

*Rose. Cottage” was buill of split ironbark by :ﬁi;;%:gﬁ?ﬁvgfmwﬁﬁigf
Thomas Rose early last century. It was occupied by the A . diy i Aty
Rose family, father to son, gpm 195; I . into corrugated iron tanks. Many of the
surviving slab buildings still carry the original
on the roof was laid over the siﬂnglﬁs in 1850 Th heavy duty iron. Corrugated iron is frequently
Jfloor is pit sawn timber. Originally the internal slab used to protect aging slab structures. A

| %s;g;:m‘ s Zd ’;gf ;’g;d;: Dutwere laer fned 1 o ber of examples can be seen at Pitt Town.

bedroom and as a refuge , 1867 flood rose The corrugated iron, placed over existing
over ametre deep in the cottage. shingles, provided extra insulation, often with
the battens still visible at the roof edge.

Shingles were the most popular roofing
material prior to the introduction of
corrugated iron in the mid 1850 s, although
they were liable to shrink is in the sun and
leak in the rain. Casuarina and iron bark were * .
widely used, :‘-fme., a cleaving tool with a

Shmgles overlapped each othﬁr by t%tl’ttrﬁs
and were naﬂeé to 'ba;tf:ns Qngmal shmgles

Pite Town Road,. Pitt Town,

Huxley's Blacksmith's Shop has been used by
the same family since 1882, It is worth stopping for a
closer look.

To minimize the risk of fire and isolate the
heat, the kitchen was detached and where
timber was used, the fireplace was lined with
thick clay, bricks or sheet iron. Materials used
in outside chimneys varied from brick or
random rubble to wattle and daub, sandstone
and corrugated iron.

“Don Bank "6 Napier Street, North Sydney.



