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Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in the .
Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. Members,
please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome.

NEXT MEETING August 8th — "Show & Tell"

Positive feedback from members has resulted in the August meeting being devoted to Objects
d'Art, curios or items of nostalgia that members own and about which members would care to
speak. Naturally, for this meeting to be a success, members -+ interesting items = an enjoyable
and hopefully educational experience for all.

FROM THE EDITOR...

Bettye Ross would like to record a special thanks to all members and friends who supported the
Christina Stead Day at Lydham Hall on Sunday July 16th, 2000. Once again the Society is
indebted to the talents and enthusiasm of Bettye Ross for orchestrating the programme from the
hire of the video to the design of the invitations. Well done!

Your Editor will be departing soon for a 7+ month overseas sojourn in the wilds of Africa and
South America. At this stage, members have not been forthcoming to assist TEMPORARILLY in
his absence. No volunteers = No Bulletin! As stated previously, any volunteers can be readily
trained —- PLEASE HELP!

As it has now been 230 years since Captain James Cook's remarkable embarkation to the Great
Southern Land, this edition contains a reprint of an article produced for the April 1970 Bulletin
by Gifford and Eileen Eardley. The second article was sourced from Peter Luck's "A Time to
Remember" and should conjure up memories for most members.

Articles are always welcome so do put pen to paper and contribute!

Kind regards,
The Editor



President's Report

I have enjoyed a very full year within and without the Society. At last month's Annual General
Meeting I declined re-election as President due to my upcoming trip overseas. It was with much
delight that the Society and I welcomed Bettye Ross back to the Chair. Bettye will bring her
extensive organisational and creative skills to the position.

Owing to studies and work commitments, I have unfortuhately been unable to attend recent
activities at Lydham Hall such as the Heritage Week Open Day and the Christina Stead Day - my
loss no doubt!

A number of the Society's members are ill or recovering from illnesses. Our thoughts and prayers
are with Mrs. Margaret Persen, Mrs. Joan Fairhall and Mr. Arthur Ellis and Mr. Alan Stabl.
These members wish to be remembered to the Society and to state their appreciation for the kind
thoughts and calls received from fellow members. On a personal note, I am heartily pleased to
advise of my mother's strong recovery following her recent operation.

Congratulations are extended to a fellow member Councillor Anne Field, who made history
recently by becoming the first female president of the Bexley Probis Club - well done! Anne, the
ten million-dollar question on all of lips would be "Is the Bexley Probis Club ready for you?"

I spoke with a number of members who attended the Christina Stead Day and all noted that
Lydham Hall was somewhat chilly, the video "For Love Alone" was well worth the viewing. It is
a pity indeed that more Society members were not in attendance.

This year has seen the introduction of the G.S.T. As a consequence, Membership fees for Year
End 30th June, 2001 have been marginally increased - the first time in some time.

On the basis of the aforementioned comments, I would like each and every member to achieve
one or more of the following:

1) Attend at least one event at Lydham Hall;

2) Participate in at least one excursion organised on behalf of the Society by Dora Lenane or
Joan Fairhall; ) .

3) Attend at least one of the Society's monthly meetings on a Tuesday night;

4) Encourage a family member, friend or acquaintance to join the Society; and

5) The Editor would appreciate that members contribute even one article for reproduction on the
Bulletin.

As I shall be away, I will take this opportunity to extend my very best wishes to all members fora
"Happy Christsmas" and enjoyable New Year for 2001.

Thank you for your support.
Yours sincerely,

Wesley



CAPTAIN JAMES COOK R. N.

Written by Gifford & Eileen Eardley
Illustration - taken from "A Concise
History of Australia' by Clive Turnbull

It is questionable if, after a lapse of some two hundred years,
there still remains any undiscovered information relating to the multi-
farious activities associated with the everyday life of that distinguished
Yorkshireman, Captain James Cook. Much has been published about his
three historic voyages of discovery, undertaken between the years 1768
and 1779; to we Australians the most important of his achievements was
the finding and charting of some five thousand miles of the eastern coast
of Australia. One can only speculate as to what would have eventuated if-
this great sailor had not ventured into the South Pacific Ocean, circum- )
navigated the islands of New Zealand, and sailed westward to gain a land-
fall of the Australian Continent at Point Hicks. ‘ ' '

The biography of James Cook teems with interest. He was born
on October 27, 1728, at Marton-in-Cleveland, a small farming village in
Yorkshire, England, the son of a Scottish labourer and his Yorkshire wife.
The cottage where James Cook was born has long been demolished but the
field in which it stood is called ""Cook's Garth', It would appear that his’
early days were spent at a farm at Great Ayton where, between carrying
out the usual agricultural chores, heattendedthe local village school to gain
the rudiments of an education befitting his then status in life. At the age of
seventeen he entered an apprenticeship with a shopkeeper, generally spoken
of as being a huckster, or pedlar, who had his business at The Staithes, a
small fishing village gathered around its dividing creek on the rock-bound
coast of the North Riding of Yorkshire. This shop has also disappeared,
and perhaps the only survival associated with the Cook family may be the
neat little home now so well preserved in the Fitzroy Gardens in Melbourne.

James Cook was successful in transferring his apprenticeship
to a Quaker coal merchant and shipper at Whitby, by the name of John
Walker. Under the watchful eye of his new master young Cook served
for the next three years in the various colliers plying from Newcastle-
on-Tyne and Whitby to the coal depots ranged along the Thames at London.
More adventurous journeys were also made across the German, or North
Sea, to the Baltic ports, where the coal cargoes were replaced by pine
timber cut to lengths suitable for the English market. In addition to learn-
ing the first principles of navigation Cook applied his talents to the studyof
mathematics, and at the age of twenty-seven he held a ""Mate's Certificate ",
acting in this capacity on numerous ships until 1755 when war broke out
between England and France. It was a time when the infamous '"Press
Gangs'' came into active operation and no male was safe from their
attentions, particularly those with any sea-going experience. In this year
Mr. John Walker offered him a command. Cook thought it wiser to join
his Brittanic Majesty's Navy as a volunteer and, as an Ordinary Seaman,
went aboard the H. M. S. Eagle, of sixty guns, which was then berthed in
the Thames at Wapping Old Stairs. His next four years were ‘Spent before
the mast but they also brought him some influential friendships which
culminated in his being raised to the rank of a master. On the strength
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of this important office he was given command of H. M. S. Grampus, but
owing to one of those book-keeping mistakes, which are so common in

any service, it was found that the master in command of this vessel had
never left his posting. As a result of this contretemps of the "Silent
Service" he was transferred to H. M. S. Garland, as far as the books were
concerned, but it was quickly learned that this latter vessel was well away
to sea and could not be contacted. However, the third posting which Cook
obtained, and actually gained, the mastership of the good ship '"Mercury'',
under the command of Sir Charles Saunders, was soon engaged in Canadian
waters co-operating with the military forces of the intrepid General Wolfe,
a gentleman who had designs on the capture of Quebec.

Owing to the lack of knowledge of the then uncharted waters
of the mighty St. Laurence River, it was deemed impossible to use the
guns of the fleet to the best advantage, consequently a survey of the river,
made under the cloak of darkness, became imperitive. Cook was chosen
for this risky operation, and in a small boat, pulled with muffed oars, he {
silently stole, night after night, along the river taking the necessary sound- ‘
ings so as to be acquainted with any navigation obstacles. The French
forces at length became aware of these nightly excursions and set a watch
of Indians to circumvent further ventures in this direction. They closed
on the boat, and in the succeeding melee the Indians boarded one end of
the boat as Cook left, in a great hurry, at the other end. The survey work,
carried out under such difficult conditions, ultimately resulted in the
capture of Quebec, much to the mortification of the French.

After all this excitement the British fleet spent the winter at
Halifax in Newfoundland, andCook had the honour of being transferred from
the H. M. S. Mercury to the Admiral's Flagship, the H. M. S. Northumberland,
which was classified as a first class man-of-war. Cook now charted the
surrounding Newfoundland and his excellent work, coupled with his prowess
appertaining to navigational procedure, , brought him to the notice of the
Admiralty. The H. M. S. Northumberland returned to England in the early
part of 1762, and on December 21 of that year Ships-master Cook wedded
Miss Elizabeth Batts at Barking in Essex, a lass who came from Shadwell.
In the course of their married life the Cook's raised a family of six children. ¢
However, as with most sailors, their married bliss consisted of many
disconnected honeymoons, arranged according to the posting of the vessels
by the Naval Authorities. Four months after his marriage he was surveying
the islands of Miquelon and St. Pierre, and later, in April, 1764, he was
placed in command of the schooner Grenville and again sent to the coasts
of Newfoundiand for further survey work, returning to England each autumn
and leaving again in the spring, a routine arrangement which continued until
1967. The publication of his charts relating to Newfoundland, and his
observational details concerning a solar eclipse created great interest and
brought him favour of the Royal Society, and promotion from the rank of
Master to that of a Naval Lieutenant. Just rewards for a great man.

Scientific circles at this period were all agog over the phenorae-
non of the Transit of Venus which, according to astronomical calculations,
would pass across the disc of the sun during the year 1769. The Royal
Society considered that the best place for an observation would be on
some island in the mid-Pacific Ocean and made application to King George III



