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Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in the 
Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. Members, 
please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome. 

NEXT MEETING May 9th - Art Treasures of Italy 

Once again Mr. Peter Sage has agreed to present a slide show and talk. The theme for this 
presentation embraces the magnificent art treasures of Europe. Peter's unrivalled presentation 
skills always make for an educational and captivating evening. 

FROM THE EDITOR... 

Thank you to those members and friends who supported the Heritage Week open day at Lydham 

Hall in the spirit of 'Our Sporting Heritage'. The Society is deeply indebted to the talents and 
enthusiasm of Bettye Ross for designing and staging the day's display. Thank you also to Joan 
Byrne for her efforts in opening and making ready Lydham Hall for the Public. 

Your Editor has yet to hear from interested members with regard to assisting with the 
editorialship of our bulletin during his overseas sojourn. As stated previously, any volunteers can 
be readily trained - PLEASE HELP! 

The Society was saddened to hear of the passing of Mrs. Eileen Eardley, a Foundation Member. 
Mrs. Eardley was in many ways historical in her own right. She and her late husband Gifford 
were lifelong residents of the St George municipality. Mrs Eardley almost to the last remained at 
home in the matrimonial home into which she moved in 1925. 

Both Mr and Mrs Eardley contributed generously to the Society through means of running 
meetings, undertaking research projects and publishing articles of an historical nature for the 
betterment of the Society and community in general. Our sincere condolences are extended to her 
daughter and fellow member, Evelyn. 



It befits the memory of the Eardleys to reprint an article produced by them on two of Rockdale's 
pioneers. The article was originally printed in the March 1971 St George Historical Society 
bulletin. 

Bettye Ross has once again donned her research hat. Her subject this time being a study of the 
famous Australian ornithologist Neville W. Cayley as an original work of his forms part of the 
Lydham Hall collection. Many thanks Bettye. 

Articles are always welcome so do put pen to paper and contribute! 

Kind regards, 

The Editor 

The 15 Best Things to 5ev if You Are Caught Sleeping at Your Desk-  

15) 	They told me at the Blood Bank that this might happen; 

14) 	This is just a fifteen minute power nap like they raved about in the last time-management 
course you sent me to; 

13) 	Whew! Guess I left the top off the Liquid Paper; 

12) 	I was meditating on the Mission Statement and envisaging a new paradigm; 

II) 	This is one of the seven habits of highly effective people; 

10) 	I was testing the keyboard for drool resistance; 

9) 	I was doing a highly specific Yoga exercise to relieve work-related stress. Are you 
discriminating against people who practice Yoga? 

8) 	I was doing a 'Stress Level Elimination Exercise Plan' (SLEEP) that I learned at the last 

mandatory seminar you made go to; 

7) 	Why did you interrupt me? I had almost figured out a solution to our biggest problem! 

6) 	The coffee machine is broken..... 

5) 	Someone must have put Decaf in the wrong pot; 

4) 	Boy, that cold medicine I took last night just won't wear off! 

3) 	Ah, the unique and unpredictable circadian rhythms of the workaholic; 

2) 	I wasn't sleeping. I was trying to pick-up a contact lens without my hands; and 

1) 	Amen 
Source: The Internet 



THE AFFAIRS OF ISAAC BEEHAG, DAIRYMAN, ROCKDALE, 

Gifford Eardley. 

Isaac Beehag was the eldest son of James and Mary Beehag, being 
born on July 18th, 1841, the address of his parents then being listed at 
Liverpool Road, Canterbury. In 1852 the farm property at Canterbury 
was sold and Isaac, together with the rest of the family, came to reside on 
a grant of seventy-nine acres, made to James Beehag, which ranged along 
the southern side of the present Bay Street, Rockdale, then known as West 
Botany. At the age of eighteen Isaac augmented the limited family income 
by cutting firewood in the Black Forest (now Hurstville), carting it by dray 
to Sydneytown and hawking it through the back streets for sale to house-
holders in need of fuel for their domestic fires. 

About eighteen-sixty Isaac Beehag married Miss Mary Ann Wilson, 
the daugher of a neighbour who lived nearby in West Botany Street, It may 
be mentioned that Mary Ann's old home, built of ashlar sandstone, still 
stands at 1970, although at this late date it appears to be occupied by Chinese 
gardeners. There were ten children of the marriage but unfortunately their 
first-born son, named James, died at the early age of five years. Then 
came Isabella, who married James Godfrey in August 1890. Ellen, married 
Thomas Jordan of Kogarah on March 17th, 1886. William, married Alice 
Fry of Sofala about 1891 or 1892, 	Maria, married Frank Fletcher 
Bancroft (a messenger at the Rockdale post-office) in March 1904, Margaret, 

 who left Sydney in September 1904 for South Africa to marry Alec Burden, 
formerly of Climpton Street, Rockdale, Elizabeth, married Elias Godfrey 
in 1890. George, married Katherine Clissold of Arncliffe about 1894-5. 
Alfred, married Mary Jane Cary of Bexley, (related to the Parkes family), 
and Mary An married Francis Walter Worthington on April 14th, 1914, in 
So%lth Africa, 	This latter couple returned to New South Wales in 1924 and 
the husband died in 1944, Mary Ann then married Thomas Beaman, a former 
schoolmate, at Moorebank on April 14th, 1958, This gentleman died in 
October 1960. Mary Ann, now a charming lady, approaching her 90th year, 
is still hale and hearty and is the last of the children of Isaac Beehag, a 
large and pioneering family with many descendants living in the St. George 
District, 

About 1878 Isaac Beehag was still listed as a carter, and it has 
been stated that he was the first Town Clerk of the West Botany Council, 
which then met at Arncliffe. This clerical work was evidently carried out 
in an honorary capacity, possibly at the instigation of his father who was a 
localAlderman and fulfilled the position of Mayor for the second, third, 
fifth, and sixth years of the Council's activities. 

It was in the early eighteen-eighties, or thereabouts, that Isaac 
Beehag disengaged himself from gardening and wood carting pursuits and 
became established as a dairyman on his Uncle William Beehags property 
around Spring Creek in the eastern portion of present day Banksia. 	The 
dairy farm ranged along the shallow northern slopes of Rockdale Hill 
against the alignment of Tabrett Street where a herd of cows, some Ayrshire, 
and others of the Illawarra breed, some red coated, some white, and others 
a mixture of both colours, The dairy farm supplied the needs of customers 
living throughout .the Kogarah, Rockdale, Bexley, and Arncliffe suburbs, 



One particularly white cows  named"Lily", was a favourite of the 
milking personnel, but another animal, known by the distinctive name of 

hlronbarkU, proved tough to milk and was far from popular. A good cow 
gave upwards of thirty quarts of milk per day (seven and a half gallons) which 
is a remarkable output. As cows do not recognise Sunday as a day of rest 
the milking team had no sabbath rest from their everyday chores, although 
the roundsmen had the afternoon off. To feed the cows it required the energy 
of two men, one to turn the handle of the chaff-cutter, and the other to feed 
hay into the machine. The chaff thus gained, together with a mixture of bran 
and corn-meal, had to be cooked on two occasions each day and formed the 
staple diet of the dairy herd. 	The cooking process was carried out in a 
huge iron cauldron, about four and a half feet in diameter, heated by a wood 
fire placed beneath, 

Isaac Beehag is reputed to have been the first local dairyman serv-
ing the then somewhat scattered community, per medium of two milk-carts 
and three cart-horses. In between whiles he also indulged, so it has been 
said, in a little market-gardening as a sideline, A weekly load of vegetables 
were taken by dray to the city markets for sale, and when there was a surfeit 
of green foodstuffs it was occasionally necessary to bring the load back to 
the garden, a heart-breaking journey as no money had been obtained to off-
set the hardwork involved, the digging, planting, watering, and the gathering, 
washing, and bundling, all a dead loss, apart from providing luscious tit-bits 
to the ever hungry cows. It may be mentioned that Spring Creek, a clear 
pellucid stream of those days, bordered the garden property and its waters 
were dammed by a sluice gate, to conserve the necessary water for 
distribution by watering cans amongst the various growing beds. The banks 
of the creek were lined with quince-trees, the fruit of which proved saleable 
for jam-making. 	The crops grown comprised beans, cabbages, carrots, 
peas, turnips, and such like, whilst the bed of the creek proved ideal for 
water-cress, then in great demand for salads, 

The Beehag family at this time lived in a small cottage with slab 
walls located near Tabrett Street, Banksia, on the higher and dryer portion 
of the land. The double-fronted facade was not provided with a verandah, 
the door opening from the outside path, whilst each of the front rooms had 
its small paned glass windows. The living room was at the north-eastern 
corner of the house and had an outside brick fireplace, broad based at the 
lower end, with its small rectangular shaped flue projecting above the roof 
ridge. A narrow verandah, flagged with sandstone slabs, led past the window 
of the living room to give access from the rear door to a single width separate 
kitchen which had its chimney (fitted with a Colonial Oven?)  placed outside 
the slab walls. The cottage, free from any adornment, was purely functional 
in its character. 

The four interior rooms intercommunicated with each other and 
were each lined with hessian, this rough woven material being nailed direct 
to the inside face of the slab walls. The hessian was well papered to prevent 
draughts and the entry of the dreaded night air. Candles and oil lamps 
provided lighting at night, being carried from room to room as required. 
Large circular shaped tubs, and a clothes boiler were provided for the 
weekly washing programme, the water being obtained from either one of the 


