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Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in 
the Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 
Members, please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome. 

NEXT MEETING 

September 14 The Stolen Baby.... 

Our Speaker, Mrs. Bettye Ross has promised a tale of mystery and intrigue .... however, you 
will have to attend this meeting to get to the bottom of this tale! 

August 12 Show and Tell 

This is an opportunity for members to bring an item/s to the meeting that would be of interest 
through being rare, or of sentimental or historical significance. We would like members to give 
a brief talk on the item/s. Let's see what treasures we possess. 

P.S. Suggestions for future guest speakers would be gratefully received by the Society's 
Publicity Officer, Mrs. Joan Fairhall. 
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FROM THE EDITOR... 

I thank Bettye Ross (yet again) and Bernard Sharah for their donation of articles for 

reproduction in the Bulletin. The article donated by Bernard on Heathcote Hall has been 

included in this edition. 

Have any members undertaken the Amcliffe or Rockdale Heritage Walks as per the brochures 

sponsored by the Rockdale City Council? If so, how did you find them? Would you recommend 

them to other people? Please write in with your views. 

As always, articles for publication are greatly appreciated and currently are in very short 

supply!! 

P.S. 1999-2000 Membership Renewal forms have been enclosed for all currently 

unfinancial members. Please complete and return as soon as practicable. 

Kind regards, 

The Editor 

Teaching Mathematics Through the Ages 

Teaching Mathematics in 1950: 

A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. 
His cost of production is 4/5 of the price. 
What is his profit? 

Teaching Mathematics in 1960: 

A logger sells a truckload of timber for $ioo. 
His cost of production is 4/5 of the price, or $80. 
What is his profit? 

Teaching Mathematics in io: 

A logger exchanges a set "L" of lumber for a set "M" of money. The cardinality o f set "M" 
is 100. Each element is worth one dollar. Make ioo dots representing the elements of the 
set "M". The set "C", the cost of production contains 2o fewer points than set "M". 
Represent the set "C" as a subset of set "M" and answer the following question: 
What is the cardinality of the set "P" of profits? 

Teaching Mathematics in 1980: 

A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His cost of production is $50 and his profit is 
$20. Your assignment: Underline the number 20. 

Teaching Mathematics in io: 

By cutting down beautiful forest trees, the logger makes $20. What do you think of this 
way of making a living? Topic for class participation. After answering the question: "How 
did the forest birds and squirrels feel as the logger cut down the trees. There are no 
wrong answers. 
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The Society's AGM held in July 1999, resulted in no significant changes to the previous 
Committee. I was elected for a further term as your Society's President, a role in which I take 
great pride. Nevertheless, I will qualify this comment by stating the need for other members to 
become more involved in the administration and activities of the Society. New blood = 
innovative thoughts and the suggested means by which to implement new ideas for projects, 
articles and so forth. 

It is a concern that monthly attendance at our meetings is fairly low. I have both experienced 
and been told by others that the trend towards smaller attendances is increasingly "normal" for 
non-profit organisations. There are simply too many specialist interest groups or people have 
too many other interests in their lives. Perhaps this is so. What then for the future of the St. 
George Historical Society Inc? Would members prefer meetings on a different night or during 
the day - perhaps held during the weekend? Please write to the Society and state your views on 
this matter. 

Another concern stems from the flagging interest of members to assist in serving on the 
Lydham Hall Volunteers' roster. In actual fact, over the past year, there has only been one 
response to the rosters enclosed with most editions of the Bulletin. As a consequence, Lydham 
Hall is now only routinely opened on Sundays; with Lydham Hall roster duty falling on the 
shoulders of about 16 of the Society's 100+ members - food for thought! It would be 
encouraging for 4 "new" people to agree to attend to Lydham Hall duty on the 2 vacant 
Sundays in October and December. 

As President, I am greatly indebted to many individuals for their support of my Presidency, I 
would like to personally thank the following:- 

Valma Beehag for her succinct, well documented and read minutes of the Society's regular and 
AGM meetings as well as the many miscellaneous duties to be undertaken in her secretarial 
role; 

Joan Byrnes for her volunteering to maintain the Lydham Hall Accounts and for her and 
Geoff's assistance at special Lydham Hall openings; 

Dora Lenane for her diligence as the "numbers' cruncher" in the at times onerous position of 
Treasurer. Dora has also been a very hard working Social Secretary who has organised and 
run tours to a wide variety of places of interest as well as assisting at Lydham Hall; 

Joan Fairhall for her perseverance in contacting Guest Speakers for our monthly meetings as 
well as her suggestions and input towards the tours run by the Society and Lydham Hall 
assistance; 

Bettye Ross for her assistance with the provision of articles for the Bulletin, items for the 
monthly raffles, craft stalls and also for her assistance at special Lydham Hall openings. The 
Society is greatly indebted to Bettye for the considerable sum of money she has raised over the 
years; 

1/_ 



Bernard Sharah for his chairing of the meetings in my absence and during the election of Office 
Bearers. The Society has also benefited from Bernard's expertise in matters pertaining to the 
running of the Society, local history, the effects of changes in law on the heritage of the St. 
George area and his liaising on behalf of the Society with other bodies such as the Rockdale 
City Council; and 

Alan Stahl for his most conscientious and kindly attention to the supper requirements of the 
monthly meetings. He is guaranteed to be the Society's "Tea Lady" for the term of his natural 
life! 

Finally, I express a heart felt thank you to all members and friends who have supported me by 
undertaking Lydham Hall duty. Without volunteers for Lydham Hall roster duty, the Society's 
involvement with this superb house museum would be at an end. 

Yours sincerely, 

Wesley Fairhall 

Some proverbs to ponder:- 
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LYDHAM HALL VOLUNTEERS' ROSTER 

At this stage, the stalwarts at the Society's August meeting put pens to paper and committed to 
undertaking Sunday Roster duty for the rest of the year. Two days however remain in need of a 
couple of volunteers. They are as follow:- 

Sunday 24 October, 1999 and Sunday December 19, 1999. 

Would all members not currently on the Lydham Hall roster kindly consider volunteering in the 
capacity of Lydham Hall guides for the above dates. Guide work is not onerous, requiring two 
hours on a Sunday from 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. For convenience and security purposes, at least 
two volunteers should staff Lydham Hall each Sunday. New volunteers are welcome to come 
on the first or second weeks of the month, to learn from some of the more experienced guides. 

Direct enquiries to Mr. Wesley Fairhall on 9546.5555 or 9220.5404 


