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9546 5555

PRESIDENT Mr. Wesley Fairhall

SECRETARY Mrs. Valda Beehag 9546 2819

TREASURER Mrs. Dora Lenane 9181 2121

SENIOR -VICE Mr. Bernard Sharah 9567 8989

PRESIDENT

VICE - PRESIDENT Mrs. Bettye Ross 9589 0229

RESEARCH OFFICER Mr. Arthur Ellis 9529 4879

SOCIAL SECRETARIES Mrs. Dora Lenane & 9660 2714
- Mrs. Joan Fairhall 9546 5555

PUBLICITY OFFICER Mrs. Joan Fairhall 9546 5555

BULLETIN EDITOR Mr. Wesley Fairhall 9546 5555

LYDHAM HALL Mrs. J. Byrne

MANAGEMENT Mrs. D.Lenane &

COMMITTEE Mr. B. Sharah

PUBLIC OFFICER Mrs. Joan Fairhall 9546 5555

HERITAGE ADVISORY Mr. Bernard Sharah 9567 8989

COMMITTEE

REPRESENTATIVE

AUDITOR Mrs. L. Thompson

Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in
the Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Members, please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome.

NEXT MEETING

July 13 Annual General Meeting

This is the Society’s A.G.M. and represents a most important occasion via which all members
have the opportunity to express their opinions about the running of the Society and/or stand for
a position on the Committee.

A film of historical interest will be shown if time permits

August 10 Memories of a Marine Steward

Mr. Peter Sage, has graciously agreed to present another slide show. The life of a2 marine
steward is anything but dull. This show will tell the story of his late father, Mr. George Sage’s

50 years at sea. Come along and see what life on the high sees was actually like.

STOP PRESS.—

Our Treasurer, Mrs Dora Lenane has changed her address. Please forward all future
membership renewals and other correspondence to:

5/19 GCollingwood Street
DRUMMOYNE NSW 2047




\\,\J

FROM THE EDITOR...

Members, this edition represents the first in my third year as Editor of the Society’s Bulletin -
the time has certainly flown. I thank all members who have forwarded articles of interest for
the benefit of other members, in particular, Bettye Ross (from whom the information about
Burdekin House in this edition was received).

The next event at Lydham Hall is the annual Christina Stead Day scheduled for July 18, 1999.
You will find a roster enclosed for this day as well as one for the regular Sunday openings.
Please take the time to support your Society for even an hour or two; remember “...the workers
are few but the harvest is great.”

As promised in the May - June Bulletin, I have included details of the ‘Arncliffe Heritage
Walk’ a brochure sponsored by the Rockdale City Council.

The main article to which I eluded above is an edited history of the famous Sydney colonial
mansion Burdekin House. Read on and you will find why it is uniquely linked to Lydham Hall.
Thank you once again Bettye for your efforts.

As always, articles for publication are greatly appreciated and currently are in very short
supply!!

PS...

I apologise to Bettye Ross concerning an article in the What’s on Column of the last Bulletin.
The advertised family reunion should have read Chappelow and not Chappelar as printed.

Kind regards,

The Editor

A Reflection

Accept surprises
that upset your pla.ns,
shatter your dreams,
give a different turn to your day and

~ ~ who knows ? ~ ~

to your life.

It is not chance. Leave
the Father free to weave
the pattern of your days.

Contributed by B. Ross

Source: Dom Helder Camera - Archbishop of Recife, Brazil.



Some proverbs to ponder:-

" chorny yean. a meviy year. a plumd yean. a dumb year” :
"+ covetous man o good to wone, but wonse to himsel]”;
"4 tyrant e breath o another’s death”;

A tittle house well flled. a little land well tilled, and a liddle wie well willed are greas
néches”; and

“o# deaf husband and a Uind wife are always a happy couple”

LYDHAM HALL VOLUNTEERS’ ROSTER

Would all members kindly consider volunteering in the capacity of Lydham Hall guides. Guide
work is not onerous, requiring two hours on a Sunday from 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. For
convenience and security purposes, at least two volunteers should staff Lydham Hall each
Sunday. New volunteers are welcome to come on the first or second weeks of the month, to
learn from some of the more experienced guides.The following table indicates the days
requiring extra volunteers. Direct enquiries to Mr. Wesley Fairhall on 9546.5555 or 9220.5145
or Councillor Anne Field on 9588.6553

JULY SUNDAY SPECIAL DAYS
11th
W. Fairhall &
J. Fairhall
18th CHRISTINA STEAD DAY

\

Refer opposite & | Time: 11.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
roster for the day | A. Field, C. Welsh, J. Fairhall, B. Ross and other
volunteers requested

25th
n

AUGUST 1st
A. Field &
C. Welsh

8th
W. Fairhall &
J. Fairhall

15th
7

22nd
7?

29th




LYDHAM HALL DUTY ROSTER

18 JULY, 1999

11.30 -
1.00PM

1.00PM

2.30PM

2.30PM

P

4.00PM

g:\property\lotusword pro\path\lydham hall\roster
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BURBEXIN HOUSE.

On June 17, 1995 Councillor Ron Rathbone gave seven members of the St. George Historical
Society Inc. a talk on Lydham Hall, its beginnings, its contents and other interesting facets of
this fine building. Clr. Rathbone mentioned that the grey clock which stood in the alcove
between the front door and the Drawing Room was donated by Mr. Thomas Kenwood and was
reputedly made from the stone of Burdekin House when it was demolished. I believe this clock
was made by this gentleman’s father, William Kenwood, who at one time had done some
architectural work on Burdekin House.

So what was Burdekin House? Where was it? Who owned it and why was it of note?

I would like to answer these questions (and hopefully I am correct in my research and
assumptions, although a detailed history of the Burdekin family is not adequately answered in
this paper). Firstly, I believe that Thomas Burdekin was the first member of this family to
arrive in the Colony - possibly on the ‘Australian’ in either 1826 or 1828. He had been bom in
Sheffield circa 1798 and had met a Mr. Busby in Scotland who subsequently became the
Australian agent for the Burdekin family. Shortly after Thomas Burdekin arrived in Sydney at
30 years’of age, he established himself as a general merchant, chiefly in ironware. His family
were said to be wealthy people of Sheffield. Perhaps it was a coincidence, but at that time there
was a Thomas Burdekin at 55 Goodge St. Tottenham Court Road, London, who was the only
Burdekin in this great city on the Thames.

Later the new arrival established a branch of the firm Burdekin & Hawley, Ironmongers and
General Merchants, of London. He was engaged to a Mary Ann Bossley of Derbyshire who
arrived in the Colony in 1833 with her brother Dr. John B. Bossley. The couple married and
had four sons and one daughter. Their daughter unfortunately died in infancy in 1843 and her
father, who was by now an Alderman, died on August 14th the following year at Burdekin
House, leaving his wife, Mary Ann with a young family but very comfortably situated.

In 1841 Thomas Burdekin built his magnificent mansion opposite Parliament House, on the
highest point in Macquarie St. at a cost of eighteen thousand pounds.

Burdekin House, together with Elizabeth Bay House and later, Sydney’s Government House,
constituted the epitome of gracious living in the antipodes. The three storey sandstone house
was recorded by a contemporary as being “built in the style of many of the mansions at the
west end of town, and to no part of London would it do discredit”. The symmetrical facade was
well executed and adorned with a fluted wooden Ionic colonnade and centrally placed front
door surmounted by a most elegant oval lunette. Principal rooms such as the library, dining and
double drawing room were spacious and elegantly appointed. The double drawing room was
particularly noteworthy, as the decor was of the Louis 14th style, with stencilled ceilings, two
richly carved white onyx fireplaces and matching gilt overmantels. Furniture for the house was
in keeping with the Louis 14th style and was imported from the continent.

However, not long after its completion, a stranger from overseas presented himself with a map
and papers of ownership of the land on which Burdekin House stood. After much wrangling
and legal interference, it was found that the stranger had purchased the parcel of land, gone
overseas and after a time was presumed dead; hence Thomas Burdekin’s purchase of same.
The family had to leave the home but were reinstated after agreeing to pay the rightful owner
six hundred pounds per annum for the rest of his life! The agitation of the affair allegedly
contributed to Thomas Burdekin’s death whilst in his early forties.




