SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE CITY COUNCIL

G
JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1998' Edition

Cover photographs taken from “River, Road and Rail” A History of Kogarah Municipality, published

in 1985 by Kogarah Municipal Council.

trams. The maintenance being carried out here was at the tram
shed at Sandringham, just prior to the trolley buses
superseding the steam tram.

69. STEAM TRAM MAINTENANCE, 1937. One
of the problems with the sieam tram, apart from its noise,
smoke and sool, was its need for constant maintenance which

increased its running costs over the less troublesome electric

bus. was turning out of Ramsgate Road into Rocky Point
infrequently the ‘trolleys’ became disengaged from their Road, on its way to Sans Souct. Compare this photograph
overhead wires and the conductor had to reconnect them using with illustration 115, taken 45 years earlier at the same spot.
a long hooked pole kept in the side of the bus. The ‘derailed’

70. TROLLEY BUS ‘DERAILED; 1959. Not
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Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in
the Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Members, please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome.

NEXT MEETING

FEBRUARY 9 Sylvester’s Castle - Oatley

Mrs. Betty Goodger of the Kogarah Historical Society will speak on what she has learnt
through personally researching the mysterious “Sylvester’s Castle”, which once graced Oatley.

The secrets of this enigmatic edifice will ensure entertainment and education enough for
everyone!

March 9 A History of William Carrs Esq.

Mrs. Janette Hollebone has chosen a very local person for her talk to the Society. Come along
and learn how the legacy of William Carss extends far beyond that of Carrs Park alone.



FROM THE EDITOR...

I have taken the opportunity to forward this edition of the Bulletin out early for a number of
reasons. First, I would like members to give serious consideration to the enclosed Lydham Hall
Volunteers’ roster. As from Sunday, January 17th 1999, Lydham Hall will be open on Sundays
only (unless alternative arrangements have been agreed with the Society). The Committee
would greatly appreciate additional members volunteering to assist with Lydham Hall Duty.
Please contact the editor if you could assist.

I also direct your attention to the Heritage Week information. The St. George Historical
Society Inc. would receive considerable public relations exposure if members are willing to
spend some time at Rockdale Plaza. Please carefully review the information enclosed and help
make Heritage Week a success. Finally, please also note the What’s on section of the Bulletin,
particularly as Sunday, February 21st 1999 is the Anniversary of the Opening of the Lydham
Hall Museum. This anniversary is particularly notable, as the Society will be launching a
much improved brochure on Lydham Hall itself and its history, so please take the opportunity
to come along with as many friends, family and neighbours as possible.

A 1998 - 1999 Membership Renewal form has also been enclosed for those members not
currently recorded as being financial. Please renew your membership promptly, as
Membership Renewals contribute significantly to the functioning of the St. George
Historical Society Inc.

This edition contains a final Presidential report from the Society’s immediate past President,
Bettye Ross. Thank you Bettye once again for your efforts.

The second article continues with Mr. Thomas’ reflections on his childhood experiences of
Sans Souci in the decade between 1930 and 1940.

Kind regards,

The Editor
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Contributed by Cr Ron Rathbone.



Volunteers’ Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Names & 17 April 18 April 19 April 20 April 21 April 22 April 23 April 24 April 25 April
Dates of Duty ;
8.30-9.30 N/A 8.30-9.30 8.30-9.30 8.30-9.30 8.30-9.30 8.30-9.30 8.30-9.30 N/A
AM. AM. AM. AM. AM. AM. AM.
Cr. A. Field
9.30-10.30 10.00-11.00 | 9.30-10.30 | 9.30-10.30 | 9.30-10.30 | 9.30-1030 | 9.30-1030 | 9.30-10.30 10.00 - 11.00
AM. Cr. A Field AM.
10.30-11.30 | 11.00-12.00 | 10.30-11.30 | 10.30-11.30 | 10.30-11.30 | 10.30-11.30 | 10.30-11.30 | 10.30-11.30 | 11.00-12.00
Cr. A. Field :
11.30-12.30 | 12.00-1.00 11.30-12.30 | 11.30-12.30 | 11.30-12.30 | 11.30-12.30 | 11.30-12.30 | 11.30-12.30 | 12.00-1.00
Cr. A Field
12.30-1.30 1.00-2.00 12.30-1.30 12.30-1.30 12.30-1.30 12.30-1.30 12.30-1.30 12.30-1.30 1.00 - 2.00
Cr. A Field
1.30-2.30 2.00-3.00 1.30-2.30 1.30-2.30 1.30-2.30 1.30-2.30 1.30-230 1.30-2.30 2.00-3.00
) Cr. A. Field
2.30-3.30 3.00-4.00 2.30-3.30 230-3.30 230-3.30 2.30-3.30 230-3.30 2.30-3.30 3.00 - 4.00
- Cr. A. Field
3.30-4.30 N/A 3.30-4.30 3.30-4.30 3.30-4.30 3.30-4.30 3.30-4.30 3.30-4.30 N/A
) Cr. A Field .
4.30-5.00 N/A 430-5.30 4.30-5.30 4.30-5.30 4.30-5.30 4.30-5.30 4.30 - 5.00 N/A
Cr. A Field
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5.30-6.30 N/A N/A N/A
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 6.30-7.30 N/A N/A N/A
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 7.30-8.30 N/A N/A - N/A
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 8.30-9.00 N/A NA N/A




LYDHAM HALL VOLUNTEERS’ ROSTER

Would all members kindly consider volunteering in the capacity of Lydham Hall guides. Guide

work is not onerous, requiring two hours on a Sunday from 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. For

convenience and security purposes, at least two volunteers should staff Lydham Hall each
Sunday. New volunteers are welcome to come on the first or second weeks of the month, to
learn from some of the more experienced guides. The following table indicates the days

requiring extra volunteers. Direct enquiries to Mr. Wesley Fairhall on 9546.5555 or 9220.5145

or Councillor Anne Field on 9588.6553

JANUARY

SUNDAY

17th
J. Fairhall &
N. Burns

SPECTAL DAYS

24th
?

31st
?

FEBRUARY

7th
A. Field &
C. Welsh

14th
W. Fairhall &
?

21st 10 a.m. -
4 p.m.

Lydham Hall Anniversary of Opening of Property
A. Field, C. Welsh, J. Fairhall. Other volunteers would
be appreciated.

28th
0

MARCH

7th
A. Field &
C. Welsh

14th

W. Fairhall &
?

21st
t)

28th
?

Some proverbs to ponder:-

A gaod ancher (o not bnown by bis avow but by bis aim”

s man often admits that kis memony (o af fault but neven bio judgement " :

“Hecusing lo prouing when malice and force ot as judges”:

“Death bae a thousand doons 0o let out Ufe”: and

A man without a smiling face must nof open a dhop”




HERITAGE WEEK ROSTER - ROCKDALE PLAZA

Would all members kindly consider volunteering as representatives of the St. George Historical
Society Inc. for the purposes of a Heritage Week display, to be held from Saturday 17th April to
Sunday 25th April 1999, during the opening hours of the Rockdale Plaza.

Our Society, together with the Southern Sydney Branch of the National Trust and Rockdale Heritage
District Association, have been invited to participate in the above display designed by Rockdale City
Council. The display will consist of an “an exhibition of maps and photographs illustrating the
development of the City of Rockdale from the pre-European landscape to today.”

The display’s purpose is to arouse the General Public’s interest in their local area. It will feature land
sale maps and architectural style maps; the latter of which could be used to enable interested people to
see what period of architecture predominates in their street or neighbourhood. In addition,
photographs illustrating styles of housing covering Victorian, Federation, Californian Bungalow etc.
will also be displayed to augment the maps.

To emphasize the irreplaceable value of our architectural heritage, a panel of photographs indicating
“things we have lost” and “things we want to keep” will also be on view.

Volunteers would not be expected to have a comprehensive knowledge of all things historical.
Interested members, if they so desire, can be teamed up with somebody else more knowledgeable in
local historical matters. Background information about the contents of the display will be made
available to the volunteers who man the display. ’

The table on the following page indicates the dates and times for which volunteers are required.
Direct enquiries to Mr. Wesley Fairhall on 9546.5555 or 9220.5145 or Councillor Anne Field on
9588.6553

If you wish to volunteer for duty on the roster, please print your name and the date/s you wish to serve
in the first column, then circle the time/s you wish to attend from one or more of the subsequent
columns. :
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