SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE CITY COUNCIL

1ition

- FEBRUARY 1998 Ed

JANUARY

L

R [ iFas | 2edxE 24

)




PRESIDENT Mrs. Bettye Ross 9589 0229

SECRETARY Mrs. Valda Beehag 9546 2819

TREASURER Mrs. Margaret Persen 9771 5461

SENIOR -VICE Mr. Arthur Ellis 9529 4879

PRESIDENT

VICE - PRESIDENT Mr. Wesley Fairhall 9546 5555

RESEARCH OFFICER Mr. Arthur Ellis 9529 4879

SOCIAL SECRETARIES Mrs. Dora Lenane & 9660 2714
Mrs. Joan Fairhall 9546 5555

PUBLICITY OFFICER Mrs. Joan Fairhall 9546 5555

BULLETIN EDITOR Mr. Wesley Fairhall 9546 5555

LYDHAM HALL Mrs. B. Ross, Mrs. J.

LOCAL COMMITTEE Byrne & Mr. B. Sharah

PUBLIC OFFICER Mr. Wesley Fairhall 9546 5555

HERITAGE ADVISORY Mr. Bernard Sharah 9567 8989

COMMITTEE

REPRESENTATIVE

AUDITOR Mrs. L. Thompson

NEXT MEETING

FEBRUARY 10 What’s happening in our neck of the woods?

Mr. John Logue of Rockdale City Council, will speak to the St. George Historical
Society about current affairs impacting on the lives of Rockdale and other denizens of
the St. George area.

Mr. Logue looks forward to answering any queries or concerns or hearing your views
on life in the area. So put your thinking caps on and come prepared for a stimulating
evening.

MARCH 10 Scotland Remembered and Wartime Experiences.

Once again, we have been very fortunate to secure Miss Margaret Fleming who will
capture our imagination with her evocative description of Scottish life and personal
reflections of WW2.

Miss Fleming has agreed to bring some of the delightful cards she painstakingly
handcrafts and has generously offered to donate the proceeds of her lovely work to our
Society. So bring your money with you!



APRIL 14 Red Cross in Action.

Mr. John Lechners will speak on the good work of the Australian Red Cross. This
should prove most informative. Please come and hear exactly what does get done
behind the scenes of this noble institution.

MAY 12 A Cornish Affair.

Ms. Maxine Gray will talk about the “Cornish Society” to which she belongs. The
Cornish were characteristically industrious and hard working people who added greatly
to pre and post Colonial life and national prosperity.

As will be evidenced on the night, our Cornish heritage warrants rather greater
recognition than that traditionally afforded by Australian historians and popular
folklore.

JUNE 9 A River Somewhere.

Mr. Peter Sage, one of the Society’s more widely travelled members, will present a
slide show on the Hawkesbury River. As always, we are guaranteed to enjoy an
informative and beautifully compiled presentation. Come early or you will most
definitely not get front row seats!

JULY 14 Annual General Meeting.

Yes, it is that time of the year again. P-L-E-A-S-E consider how you might be able to
play a more active role in your Society’s operation. Remember many hands make
lighter work!

A film will be played after the election of Office Bearers if time permits.

Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in the
Meeting Room 1st Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. Members,
please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome.



FROM THE EDITOR...

On behalf of the Committee, please accept our good wishes for a happy and healthy
1998.

As Honorary Editor/Chief Sleuth, my goal is to search those remote nooks, crannies,
catalogues and dare I suggest grannies - in short leave no stone unturned in my pursuit
of stimulating reading material for you the Reader of this publication.

I am indebted for the principal article of this edition of the Bulletin, to Society member
Mr. Bruce Blackshaw. It was a rare treat and privilege to handle the source material
from which the article was derived, the journal of his Grandfather’s voyage en route
from the Mother Country to Colonial Australia.

Readers, the Editor would appreciate having further stones (but not grannies) tossed
gently in his direction for inclusion in our Bulletin. If an article tickles your fancy, then
it is not improbable that it will prove interesting to fellow members. Please put pen to

paper and forward or contact me if you would like to suggest or contribute something
for the Bulletin.

Kind regards,

Wesley Fairhall

Vale John Curran

Members will be saddened to learn of the recent passing of a fellow member Mr. John
Curran. To his brother Albert and family, we offer sincere condolences for their loss.

John was a genuinely warm and friendly man who always had time to share in some
good cheer. We shall miss his characteristic laughter and his dogged determination,
despite failing health to attend meetings and functions organised by the Society.

John rest in peace.
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LYDHAM HALL VOLUNTEERS’
ROSTER

Would all members kindly consider volunteering in the capacity of Lydham Hall
guides. Guide work is not onerous, requiring two hours on a Saturday or Sunday from
2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. Bring a friend/s and enjoy the period charm of your historic
house. The following table indicates the days requiring volunteers. Direct enquiries to
Mrs. Bettye Ross on 9589 0229.

JANUARY SATURDAY | SUNDAY MONDAY
24th B. Ross 25thJ. & W. 26th Australia Day Open 12 to 4 p.m. B.Ross,
Bradshaw D. Lenane, S. Ericcson, J. Fairhall, W. Fairhall
31st
FEBRUARY Ist
7th 8th
14th 15th
21st]. & W. 22nd
Bradshaw
28th 1st March
MARCH 7th 8th
14th 15th
21st 22nd
28th 29th

A BACKGROUND ON THE BLACHKSHAW'S.

A summary of John Blackshaw’s life is as follows:-

John was born 1853 in London and emigrated to Australia when 21 years of age in
1874, initially residing in Melbourne. Whilst in Melbourne, John married his first wife
Elizabeth Duffy in 1880, Elizabeth unfortunately died in 1891 during childbirth. John
subsequently remarried a Sarah Winpower, predeceasing his second wife in 1896 when
they were living at Glebe in Sydney.

John’s eldest son Alfred Leslie Blackshaw, proved to be a dynamic force in the
Hurstville area. Alfred was elected Mayor of Hurstville in 1911, when only 29 years of
age. Other claims to fame include his being patron of the Propeller Newspaper’s
“Young Writers’ League” and his being the first person to bowl a cricket ball at
Hurstville Oval. John Blackshaw died when living at Penshurst in 1972 aged 92 years
of age.

The Blackshaw Pavilion in Penshurst Park was erected to his memory




About the Journal....

The journal is some 17 pages in length and as it is very evocative of the period, I have
decided to treat it in a serial format to be run over the course of the year. Words of the
Journal or names that are indecipherable will be bracketed or replaced with a question
mark. The construction and grammar are as transcribed direct from John Blackshaw’s

hand.

Tho JOURTAL — A MEMORABLE VOYALE

Mandag Jdy 134 1874, Gl b “Pbrsagh”, s o o, b 50 fors
bwrlfwwdm M&M?/L{&ympm

Tussdesy Wby 140%, Woighad anchor, obout 2.a.m. gob up 3 on 1/2 past could not
seop for the noiss, it the coant of Franca aout 5PN, o'clch, glonious weathon,
passac, an, smignant, ship colld “Borbley Costl” bound. for, Thus Joalond, sho was
towed sut by o tug & whon, bt to Rorsal] madde dinact for the coast of Framcs 10 we
have b prusnd, the stonk of hen. Pask sven, the spol whens the “Tlonthflael” wonk down
of (Bungomaas), tunnad, infss Gnth, 1/2 past dlwen.

Wedrasday Quly 15, Aok 4 a.m. with tho nsise, not only of the haiting. of the
s, bl the man, singing. “Tho Coar . allswed b sing & taks whal (fims) thay
lhe in, hosting. tho sas.” ke tug bt ws aboud Sa.m., wo by in o pofit calm, ol
day, ol o baadh,of winch stning, plony of wzotomsnt coused by o lod, whe was pul
MWW@WWW,WW/\?MWWQ&%&&W
o, soma. Refmatong Schost, & should sy hat By could d o good wilh him. 5o
paid his passage & unt him b the Colomy. Sitd the i of Woight 8.30 PN,
Jurmad, i 11.30 P.MN.

Thuneday Vly 1604 Called by Cooh, 6 AT, sted Portland S, Pt b e &
Ma&&dm&,%m%w&dwﬂmwﬁ#&«waﬁfhw&a/7m8xm
por Houn, Fmél)alé.ymk “Ball Bul” Jor the sl tima.



