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NEXT MIEET1IG 

14 OCTOBER "WW1 - Our Local Boys in France" 

Hurstville Local Studies Librarian Margaret Murphy, will give an interesting talk based 
on her extensive research of our local boys' role in the military action in France during 
ww1. 

Meetings are held 8 PM every second Tuesday of the month (except January) in the 
Meeting Room 1St Floor, Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. Members, 
please bring a plate. Visitors are welcome. 
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FROM THE EDITOR... 

At the Society's Annual General Meeting (A.G.M) held on Tuesday 12 August 1997, 
Mr. Bernard Sharah retired from the position of Bulletin Editor. 

Despite fierce competition, I narrowly secured the coveted position of Bulletin Editor 
of the St George Historical Society. To my nominators and supporters on the night, I 
convey sincere gratitude for their confidence in my as yet untried ability. 

Those members present at the A.G.M, unanimously expressed gratitude for Mr. 
Sharah's enthusiasm and dedication in the role of Bulletin Editor over the past nine 
years. As incoming Bulletin Editor, I personally thank Bernard for his guidance during 
the "handing over of the reins" process. I am singularly conscious of my predecessor's 
hard work and will strive to uphold the excellence of this publication. 

Readers, please accept my apologies for the very late distribution of this issue of the 
Bulletin owing to the aforementioned changes. As can be seen from the cover, I have 
elected to make this a "Bumper issue" covering the period July to October 1997. 
Future editions will resume the bi-monthly format. 

As editor, I aim to make the Society's journal interesting, informative and a pleasure to 
read. To achieve this goal, I require and welcome your constructive feedback as to the 
articles published in this bulletin and would especially value contributions or 
suggestions as to ftiture topics. 

Please do not be inhibited in putting pen to paper as I will if requested to do so, assist 
in the preparation of your material for this publication. 

Remember readers; this is your Bulletin! 

Kind regards, 

Wesley Fair-hall 



TO THE MEMBERS 

My thanks to those who supported me once again over this last twehie months and also for their 
confidence in electing me for my fifth year as President. I hope I can live up to everyone's 
expectations. I did not intend to stand for an Executive position at the recent JulyAnnual General 
Meeting but due to current conditions felt it would be disloyal not to accept the confidence placed 
in me for one more term. 

I find it most disappointing to see approximately 109 names on the Mailing List and yet it is the 
same people who cover the two Volunteer hours at Lydham Hall Saturday and Sunday 
each week. Even allowing for half the names listed being unable to help because of age or health 
problems or where they live, it still leaves a good number who never 'phone to do even one or two 
stints a year of the two hours needed either day of the weekend. We are all busy in this modern 
age. I work 5 hours two days a week and 6 hours two days a week, as well as having a retired 
husband and house to keep in order. 

I have one grandchild to get to school every morning and for the last 7 years had two 
grandchildren to walk to and from school each morning and afternoon. I do not drive. I also 
belong to a Choir which entails practice Monday evenings and we sing once or sometimes twice a 
week throughout most weeks of the year. I also sing solos at Church which means more 
practice. This is besides an External Uni Course I'm working my way through. 

Being President of the Society and Chairperson of the Lydham Hail Local Committee antails 
planning, bookings. Executive Meetings and attendance at Lydham Had mid weeks for Coach. 
group and School Bookings, so you see my own time is spread fairly thin each week. 

If you can offer to assist now and again or on days when ie have a special occasions planned 
please give me a call (95390229) as your time would be more than appreciated. 

This past 12 months has been quite a good one again. We've had some excellent Speakers at aur 
Meetings and I'm sure more are to follow for the ensuing year. 

A new Inventory (room by room) has been achieved of the exhibits at Lydham Hall and my thanks 
go to Norrene Burns for the 6 to 3 hours she gave in this assistance. There were two Garden 
Parties held towards the end of last year at Lydham Hall - one being the combined 125th 
Anniversary of Rockdale City Council, 25th Anniversary of their purchase of Lydham Hall, 35th 
Anniversary of St. George Historical Society Incorporated and many such anniversaries of other 
local organisations during 1996 in the area. We have had two Weddings and four groups for 
Wedding photo's attend Lydham Hall during this year, we've also had the 1997 Anniversary of 
Lydham Hall being opened to the public for viewing in February, St. George Day 23rd April, 
Heritage Day 27th April and Christina Stead Day on 19th July to celebrate what would have been 
this world renowned writer's 95th Birthday. There have also been a number of groups visiting mid 
week. Quite a number of the Historical Society books have been sold from Lydham Had and at 
last year's RPHS Conference - the money going to the Society. Also at least 44 St. George 
Pictorial Memories, Rockdale, Kogarah & Hurstville Books have been sold at Lydham Had - the 
profit going to the Lydham Hall funds. The latter is an excellent book and there are still about 15 
left for sale at Lydham Hall. 

Due to the Christina Stead Day being held in July a celebration for the 36th Anniversary of the 
Historical Society has been held over until a later date. 



A Heritage Consultant and Adviser has attended Lydham Hal, which entailed a further three 
Meetings for the Lydham Hail Local Committee to attend, and he has offered advice on a good 
number of ideas to Rockdale Council who are in the course of foUov4ing these up at the moment. 

Wishing you a Happy 1997-98 season.  
/l Q- 
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Some proverbs to ponder :- 

"A fence lasts three years, a dog lasts three fences, a horse three dogs, and a man 
three horses"; 

"A gentleman should be honest in his actions and refined in his language" ;and 

"A crow is never the whiter for ever washing" 


