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ARNCLIFFE PARK 1910

Rockdale Council is considering a major revamp of Arncliffe
Park. Restoration of some of the park’s original features
will be included in the project. Any assistance members
could give in the way of historical information, photographs
or documents would be greatly appreciated. Contact our
Research Officer, Arthur Ellis on 587 1159.
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NEXT MEETING
THE HISTORIC HAWKESBURY AND ITS TRIBUTARIES

PETER SAGE

Friend and member of the Society, Peter Sage, will present a
slide tour of the historic Hawkesbury River. Peter’s excellent
slide presentations have always been very popular with Society
members so come along for an entertaining night.

8pm TUESDAY 12TH MAY

Council Chambers, 1st Flr,Town Hall
Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Members: Please bring a plate.



HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

As advised in last month's Bulletin, Rockdale Council has invited
a representative from St George Historical Council to take up a
position on the proposed Heritage Advisory Committee. This
Committee will examine the findings of the recently completed
Rockdale Heritage Study. At the April meeting members endorsed
the nomination of Bernard Sharah as the Society's representative.

ROCKDALE HERITAGE STUDY

We have been asked to explain a 1little about the Rockdale
Heritage Study. The Study was commissioned by Rockdale Council
and jointly funded by Rockdale Council and the NSW Department of
Planning. It was conducted by heritage consultants, Meredith
Walker and Terry Cass and took almost two years to complete.

The aims of the Study were to:-
1. identify and analyse the environmental heritage of the area
2. make practical recommendations for its conservation and
management

The consultants identified a number of themes that put the
Rockdale Municipality in a historical context. Some of the
themes were:- Before development- aboriginal occupation; Rural
Settlement the early days of European settlement; Trains, Trams

and Building Blocks - the boom period of subdivision and
development brought about by the coming of the railway;
Consolidation - Village Community to Commuter Suburb - Federation

to World War Two.

Central to the purpose of the study was the indentification of
surviving heritage items within the Municipality. An inventory
of over 400 items forms the main body of work. These items are
listed according to type, location and theme. This is not simply
a list of old buildings - it covers a wide variety of items and
includes some perhaps unexpected choices. For instance, the
Chinese market gardens at West Botany Street, the police call box
on the Grand Parade at Brighton, stone retaining walls, kerbing
and rockface.

In fact there is a strong emphasis on stone in the Study as this
material is particularly characteristic of the Rockdale
Muncipality. Most stone cottages in the district have been
included in the inventory.

One component of the Study which will have ramifications for the
Municipality in the future is the identification of heritage
precincts. These are areas of consistent or cohesive character.
For example, the former Ocean View Estate Subdivision which
includes Dunmore and Queen Victoria Streets, Bexley, has a



distinctive Federation garden suburb appearance. And there are
half a dozen other suggested precincts throughout the
Municipality. They include Forest Road, Wollongong Road, Kinsel
Grove - Halley Street and Carlton.

Such precincts if established will be subject to Development
Control Plans (DCP's). The purpose of DCP's will be to preserve
the character of the area. Any new development, demolition,
extension or alteration would be assessed with regard to its
impact on the heritage significance of the precinct. Similiar
action has been taken by a number of councils in the past.

The Study also included advice about researching houses in the
Municipality and made a number of recommendations regarding
conservation of Council-owned property. St George Historical
Society Members would be particularly interested to know what the
consultants recommended in regard to Lydham Hall - but because of
space constraints we'll save that for next month's Bulletin.

SOCIETY BOOKS REPRINTED

Two of the Society's most popular publications have been
reprinted. They are:- Our Heritage in Stone and The Arncliffe to
Bexley Steam Tram, both by Gifford Eardley. Both books are
priced at $4 and are available at our monthly meetings or by mail
order. Mail orders should be sent to St George Historical
Society, 7 Lynwood Street Blakehurst and should include cost of
., reply postage.

INCORPORATION

The revised Constitution, necessitated by the process of
incorporation, was the subject of prolonged discussion at the
April meeting of the Society. The draft constitution was adopted
by the meeting with one amendment. Item 24.1 and 24.2 are to be
deleted and the following substituted: "Any member is entitled to
a copy of the Constitution". The Society will now formally apply
for incorporation.
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THE OLD WESLEYAN CHURCH AT MOORFIELDS

This article was originally
published in the St George
Historical Society Bulletin
April 1968.

AN HISTORICAL SURVEY

The first settlement in the immediate neighbourhood of Moorfields
was by Hannah Laycock whose 500 acre Kings Grove Farm was granted
on 11th August, 1804. Eight years later she received a further
120 acres adjoining to the north and her sons, William and
Samuel, 100 acres each (Percy and Northumberland Farms) giving a
considerable property embracing much of the suburbs of Bexley,
Kingsgrove, Clemton Park and Campsie. The Laycocks were amongst
the first free settlers in Australia, arriving in the "Gorgon" in
1790, but they had no connection with the history of the church
and the estate was sold to Simeon Lord as early as December 1828,
and had been subdivided and much of it sold before the church was
built. William Ward's 30 acres (The Towers) and John Miller's 90
acres (Richland Estate) were both granted on 1st January 1810.
Miller's grant was sold in 1828 to James Oatley, a watch-maker of
Sydney, who 1later acquired by purchase and original grant a
considerable estate in the district. None of these early
settlers played any part in the history of the church, and John
Miller the original grantee of Richlands, had no connection with
the family of the same name who have been active workers in the
church for the last eighty years.

At this date it is impossible to say who was the first member of
the church to settle in the neighbourhood, but the families of
several early adherents had been in the district many years
before the church was built.

William Lecs, with his wife and eldest daughter, came to New
South Wales in 1815, he in the Mary Ann and his wife in the
Northhampton, and may have first settled at Windsor where a
William Lees tendered to supply fresh meat in 1817 and 1818. He
was promised a grant of 100 acres adjacent to the church site in
1821, the actual date of the grant being 1823. He was probably
in residence about 1821, and by 1828 had cleared 37 acres and had
30 acres in cultivation.

It is possible that James Chard was in the district as early as
1818 in which year he arrived in the colony per ship Ocean. His
first wife Rachael and his two sons, John and Thomas, came in the
Jupiter in 1823. In February, 1827, he purchased Charles
Watson's 80 acre grant for one pound ten shillings per acre. By
1828 he had cleared 30 acres and had 20 acres under cultivation.
It is interesting to note that at this early date there was a
"dwelling house and premises" in the north-west corner where the
church now stands. James Chard is also said to have been the



