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Blakehurst

NEXT MEETING

TUESDAY 10 TH MARCH

-t Deco

with
Mary Nilsson

Until recently this strikingly appealing
decorative style has been under-valued and
under-appreciated- hence the formation last
year of the Art-Deco Society. The Society’s
President, Mary Nilsson is a forthright and
witty spokesperson for the group. Mary will
also be glad to comment on any Art-Deco piece
you care to bring along-

LOCATION: Council Chambers, Rockdale Town Hall
Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Members please bring a plate.
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LAST MEETING

Our inaugural Tuesday night was well attended and the subject of
the talk - The Mecca Cinema ensured lively discussion. The
meeting attracted a representation from Hurstville Historical
Society, Hazel Blair and June Lane,and there were some familiar
and welcome faces present, Peter Sage and Bruce Blackshaw.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to new members Pamela Herrick of Caringbah and Mrs Joyce
saunders of Arncliffe. Mrs Saunders’ late husband was well-known
to long-term Society members. Vincent Saunders was an alderman
on Rockdale Council and took a keen interest in local history. He
contributed a well remembered article about the round towered
church of St Francis Xavier'’s Arncliffe. Pamela Herrick is no
stranger to history - she has a university degree in the subject.
We look forward to seeing both new members soon.
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A REPRIEVE FOR THE MECCA CINEMA

The Heritage Council last month declared the Mecca (savoy ) Cinema
an item of heritage but the future of the Art-Deco picture palace
still hangs in the balance. Kogarah Council will determine the
Mecca’s fate at the conclusion of a Heritage Council funded
feasibility study to consider the building’s reuse.

At last month’s Society meeting members voted to endorse
President Bernard Sharah’s submission to Kogarah Council to
retain the building-.

At that meeting National Trust representative, Graham Quint, gave
a talk on the merits of the Mecca and in particular looked at
ways in which the building could be reused.

The National Trust rates the Mecca the third most significant
cinema in NSW after the State and Capitol Theatres. Considering
the fact that the Capitol is in a serious state of neglect and
dilapidation and that the State Theatre itself is threatened with
unsympathetic alterations (pillars to exploit the airspace above)
the once ubiquitous picture palace 1is now a vrare item of
heritage.

Mr Quint pointed out that there is dearth of live entertainment
venues in Sydney and that the Mecca would be ideal to stage
first-run shows in the same way that new shows overseas are
generally tried "off Broadway".

At the conclusion of the talk Mecca owner, Mr Phil Doyle,
addressed the meeting and pointed out some of the difficulties to
be encountered if the building was to be retained. He stated
that the stage area would be too small for live shows and the
building had suffered considerable deterioration since the
cessation of business.

HERITAGE GARAGE SALE

Do you have old furniture or bric-a-brac that you would like to
get rid of? Or perhaps some disused building materials such as -
an old door or window that you simply haven’t got around to
disposing of? Well, this is your opportunity to actually sell

that item. Rockdale Heritage Association are organising a
Heritage Garage Sale to raise money for their group. Ten percent
of sale price goes to the Association. If you are interested

ring Geoff Croft 567 8206.



INCORPORATION

Our plans to incorporate the St George Historical society are way
over schedule but, you will be pleased to hear, nearing
completion.

Incorporation is seen as an essential measure to protect our
members from the risk of litigation. Additionally it would
create the Society as a legal entity thereby enabling it to hold,
acquire and dispose of property.

We are required under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984 to
have a set of rules governing a whole range of Society issues
such as membership, voting, election of officers, powers of

committee, conduct of meetings, etc. Oour existing constitution
covers some of these issues but in many instances we have no
ruling. A model set of rules has been adapted to include

provisions from the Society’s existing constitution. At the last
meeting of the Society’s management committee this proposed
constitution was thoroughly scrutinised and recommended for
members approval.

Within the next month we intend to forward to all members a copy
of the new constitution for your perusal. Under the
Incorporation Act’s guidelines a Special General Meeting must be
convened for endorsement of the proposed constitution. Committee
has suggested that this be held in April in lieu of our normal
general meeting.

The delay in incorporation has been holding up the organisation
of social outings and tours. With the completion of the legal
process we will resume these activities. Some of the suggestions
for future activities include a picnic day at Vaucluse House, a
tour of Sydney University and more local history walks.

IN MEMORIUM

The last month or so saw the passing of three more members of our
Society - Mrs Joan Price, Miss Florence Lambert and Mrs Noreen
Judd. Mrs Price was Minutes Secretary from 1987 to 1989 when
failing health prevented her from taking an active role in the
Society. Of a quiet an unassuming nature Mrs Price carried out
valuable work for the Society and her contribution will be
remembered. Miss Lambert a regular attendee of Society meetings
will be long remembered for her independent spirit. She was
always very proud of the fact that she was one of the first women
in New South Wales to obtain a motor vehicle driver’s licence.
She held her driver’s licence right up until the last couple of
years of her life. Mrs Noreen Judd was a remarkable lady who
overcame tremendous physical disabilities. The committee extends
its sympathies to relatives and friends of the departed, in
particular to Mr Charles Price and Mrs Eileen Eardley.



EXPt OSITVE EXPOSURES

A historic old 35mm nitrate film in Rockdale Municipal Library
proved to be one item the Library was glad to be rid of.

Late last year the Society brought to the attention of Rockdale
Library staff the alarming state of decomposition of an old film
in the Local Studies Section. Stored in a metal canister, it was
labelled Opening Bardwell Park and the partly obliterated date
appeared to be in the 1920°’s.

Kellie Grenféllg, the Local Studies Librarian, contacted Mr
Martin Wood of the National Film and Sound Archive to have the
film examined. on collecting the film Mr Wood informed library
staff of the explosive properties of nitrate film and needless to
say they were somewhat relieved to have it removed from the
premises.

The film is now in Canberra where it will be assessed for its
historic value. Mr Wood promised to keep us informed.

LYDHAM HALL VOLUNTEERS PLEASE

Would you like to learn a little more about Lydham Hall and at
the same time perform a valuable task for the Society? Joan
Byrne is organising a group of people to be trained as tour
guides. If you are interested please ring Joan on B67 8641.

A SOUTHERN SUBURBS TRUST?

A meeting was held on 27 February at the Hurstville Civic Centre
to consider the establishment of a southern suburbs branch of the
National Trust.

such a move be the first of its type in a metropolitan area. The
Trust already has a number of branches in country areas.

The meeting drew a good response and there were plenty of
volunteers to form an interim steering committee to make the
necessary preparations for the establishment of the branch. It
was particularly heartening to see so many people interested in
the heritage of this area.

ANYONE FOR....CRICKET?

Do any of our members have diaries related to the sport of
cricket? Rockdale Library has received an enquiry from the

Char les Sturt University of Albury who are seeking primary source
material on the subject of cricket._If you have any such
material please contact Kellie Grencéllﬁ, Local Studies
Librarian, Rockdale Library 597 1666.



MY HOUSE
BY
SISTER GONZAGA STANLEY

In this bicentennial year, one’s mind is inclined to withdraw
from our sky-scrapered skyline, and to endeavour nostalgically to
recall the sky-scrapers of homes in the last century with their
gentle outlines, with outlines, with even a surmounting scroll
featuring the name, such as Meath House, or in my case, Kinkora.
How much kinder this is than the rectangular ugliness of storeys
of units raising their shoe-box shapes against our Australian
skies.

As the last survivor‘ of one of the characteristically large
families of the turn of the century, I look back at times through
the eyes of my elder sisters, at our ancestral home which still

stands, sentinel like, with its three storeys above the
neighbouring two-storey terrace houses - once called Stanley
Terrace - at 25 Cleveland Street, Redfern, between Bour ke and

south Dowling Streets, on the south side of Cleveland Street. Up
until a few vyears ago, it still maintained its original name,
Meath House from County Meath, Ireland, the birthplace of Patrick
Stanley, an Irish emigrant who left his native land in 1845, at
the time of the Irish famine. Though the house is still there,
it bears another name, Illoura with its street number 461, and is
today a shabby edition of what would have been, in the mid 189%0’s
a well-built home capable of accommodating its owner’s family of
two sons and five daughters, as well as a number of grandchildren
from time to time.

The builder of these properties had to start from rock bottom.
As a nineteen-year-old immigrant to a new land, he must have
exercised courage and enterprise. A family legend has it that an
uncle had given him three golden sovereigns from his bakery, and
advised him to set off from famine stricken Ireland and seek his
fortune, like Dick Whittington, in a new land. His mother’s
death certificate reveals that he came from a farming family, so
that when he arrived in Australia, he sought work in the mar ket
gardens set up by Jean Baptist near Redfern.

From working in the market garden business, he was either given
land, for, in ten years, he was able to bring out and support his
mother, Mary Stanley. Up till a few years ago, there was an old
hoarding up in the area of Paddy’s Markets, bearing the name
Christopher Stanley, Shipping Providore, Christopher being the
name of his grandson, later in the same business. When I went
last year hoping to see it, the old buildings had been replaced
by new ones. It is interesting to note, too, that an article
appeared in a Sydney newspaper, five or six years ago, on the
name Paddy’s Markets. One theory put forward was that they were
called after Patrick Stanley, Mayor of Redfern. The more likely
origin, however, was given as being called after the number of
Chinese paddies who worked the markets.



