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WILDMAN'S HOUSE - STONEY CREEK RD 

Built by James Wildman about 1892 this stone cottage stands 
at 21 Stoney Creek Road Bexley. It was the home of longtime 
member of the St George Historical Society, Mrs Marjorie 
Piper, who passed away in June of this year. We would be 
interested to know if members have any information relating 
to Mr Wildman or the house itself. The photo above shows 
the house as it was about sixty years ago. See story inside. 



NEXT It:EETIN 

ORAL HISTORY 

An excellent way of bringing history to life is the recording of 
oral history. 	Rosemary Block, Oral History Project Officer at 
the Mitchell Library, will tell you how to go about it and give a 
few tips on the pitfalls to avoid. 

DATE: Friday, 8pm, 15 November 

LOCATION: 1st Floor, Council Chambers, Rockdale Town Hall 
Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

SUPPER ROSTER: Members please bring a plate. 
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JAMES WILDMAN - STONEMASON 

The charming stone house which stands at 26 Stoney Creek Road, 
next to the Bexley RSL, will be 100 years old next year. It was 
built by English stone mason, James Wildman, who was responsible 
for quite a number of notable buildings at Gulgong, NSW. Wildman 
was born in Yorkshire in 1856. 	After arriving in Australia he 
married Mary MacIntosh on 21st July 1888 at Glebe. 	That same 
year he purchased land at Stoney Creek Road but resided at Wells 
Street, Red-Fern. 	First a timber building was erected, but 
judging by Sands Directory, somewhere between 1892 and 1893 a 
two-roomed stone house was built. The present house is much 
larger so we can reasonably assume that the house was only in its 
initial stage when this was recorded. 

We do not know what buildings James Wildman built in the St 
George District but we do know that he later went to Gulgong in 
search of work. Whilst at Gulgong (the town on the ten dollar 
note) he built the memorial bandstand in Anzac Park, the Church 
of England rectory, the main hall of the Royal Picture Palace, 
and the building now used as the town's museum as well as 
numerous other buildings in the vicinity of Gulgong. 

James Wildman died on 24 
August 1918 at the age of 62. 
The Wildmans' had eight 
children - seven boys and one 
girl. That girl was Marjory, 
later to become Marjory Piper, 
a longtime Society member. 
Marjory married William Piper 
in 1944 and lived at the house 
for all but the last two years 
of her life. 

What appears to be a compact 
cottage from the street is in 
fact a large rambling house. 
The facade is of dressed 
sandstone and features an 
attractive bay window. A side 
view reveals that the house is 
in. fact two-storied by virtue 
of the land sloping away from 
the main road. 

James Wildman 

At the rear is an attractive garden dominated by a mature 
Phoenix palm. Amongst things Wildman must have been interested 
in gardening as old photos show a bush-house and many exotic 
plantings still survive. 



In the back garden is the original horse-trough that was formerly 
located on the corner of King George's Road and Connell's Point 
Road, South Hurstville. 	It is the property of the Society and 
has been kept in Marjorie Piper's backyard for many years for 
safe keeping. 

Interestingly enough, amongst 
the old photos mentioned are a 
few attempts at recording the 
interior of the house. There 
are photos of the main 
entrance hall and other rooms 
which have obviously been done 
by time-lapse. 	The results 
are not marvellous but give 
some indication of how the 
house looked sixty or so years 
ago. 

Another 	photograph 	shows 
cattle ambling down Stoney 
Creek Road a sight hard to 
image now in an area usually 
congested with heavy vehicle 
traffic. 

Entrance Hall C. 1917 

 

The front entrance retains its beautiful leadlight panelling but 
many of the original features have been removed particularly 
internally. The chimneys and all but one fireplace have long 
since disappeared. Nevertheless the house lends much character 
to an area otherwise devoid of that particular quality. The house 
will probably be put up for sale shortly and it would be sad if 
this piece of old Bexley was destroyed. 

Rear of house 60 to 70 years 
ago. 



- 
An excerpt from The Jubilee History of the Municipality of HurstviLie 1887-1937 

Historians can dig in the past and reconstruct the life and 
conditions of the early days from the materials they excavate, 
but after all, their story is written from the outside. Pioneers 
can speak from the inside, that is, they are themselves, part of 
that past. It is right and proper, therefore, that a chapter of 
this book should be allotted to some of the pioneers of 
Hurstville, so that they may tell us something of the days when 
they and the district were young. 

Fist we have Mr F.G. Gates, of Apsley Street, Penshurst, who was 
born in 1863, and came to Penshurst when he was ten years of age. 
Mr Gates speaks:- 

"In my young days there were only two roads connecting with 
Sydney, that is, Forest Road and Rocky Point Road. Stoney Creek 
Road and the Wollongong Road linked themselves to the Forest 
Road. These highways were very rough. 
As one proceeded along the Stoney Creek Road there was much 
unfenced land to be seen. There were two beautiful homes on the 
Wollongong Road, owned by Mr A. and Mr T. Milsop. After passing 
these homes you came to the corner of Forest Road and Stoney 
Creek Road, where a fine house of two-storeys had been erected by 
Mr C. Kinsela. 	The grounds round this house were a picture to 
gaze on with their wattle and gum trees, lawns and shrubberies 
and kangaroos and wallabies running about. 

Near the present Baptist Church were some lovely vineyards, 
carefully tended, the grapes from these were used for making 
different wines. 	Amongst the owners I remember Messrs Bayman, 
Smithson, Stephen and Evans. Mr C. Howard at that time dealt in 
charcoal and many of the settlers used to earn their living by 
burning huge logs and stumps of trees for charcoal. 

One resident named McFarlane, who lived near the corner of 
Croydon Road, was a wood carter. Climbing the hill we came to a 
weatherboard dwelling owned by Mrs S. Bown, one of whose sons was 
an alderman of Hustville. 	We now come to six of the best 
orchards that eyes could gaze on, especially in the apple season. 
You could see limbs bending under the weight, also of peaches, 
pears and oranges. Mr Bown, the father, and his two sons owned 
orchards, then there was Mr Dent, who had a large orchard, and Mr 
3. Baker, a small one. These pioneers owned the land on the 
corner of Stoney Creeek Road and Belmore Road. 



When I was a boy I noticed a large lamp, projecting out from a 
building, bearing the sign "Little John and Robin Hood". Being 
inquisitive, I asked what this meant and was told it was an inn. 

All the settlers in those days had to take their products to 
Paddy's Market in Sydney. At first they used a heavy dray and 
you could hear it groaning along from a long way off. It took 
nearly three hours to get to the market in these carts. Then the 
spring-van came in and that shortened the journey. 

Now we will take a glance at Forest Road. From Kinsel Grove you 
came to Mr Preddy's property, near the Bexley Oval. On the right 
hand side of the road from Sydney was a very large estate 
opposite to what is known now as Willison. Just off the road was 
a narrow strip of land, about six chains, and that was the only 
opening to Kogarah. It was thought advisable to link Kogarah with 
Gannon's Forest and a road was surveyed and named after a German 
settler, but after the outbreak of war the name was changed and 
given that of a gallant boy who was one of the first to fall at 
Gallipoli. The only exit out from Stoney Creek Road was Belmore 
Road, and I, as lad, had to trespass on the large estates to get 
groceries from Mrs Lovely near the old Blue Post hotel. These 
lands were forests of huge trees towering to a great height. 

At Croydon Road there was a number of settlers. Mr Edwards had a 
big nursery, Mr Doniney, a piggery, and Mr Lardner, a large 
vineyard. 	Mr Hodges, a butcher, told me that in the forties a 
large number of men were employed in the district squaring huge 
girders of iron-bark. 	These girders were hauled to Sydney by 
bullock-Jinkers to be shipped to England. 

The property we knew as Judd's Meadows, comprising 680 acres, was 
owned at one time by Mr Struthers, and was bought by Mr Thomas 
Walker, whose daughter is Dame Edith Walker. In my boyhood days 
there used to be a slab-house, owned at one time by Captain 
Canary. The old hands said the slabs were split in 1830. On the 
opposite side from the Meadows there were two large estates, one 
owned by Mr Peter Moore, of Kogarah. 

When the railway was being laid many of the huge iron-bark trees 
on Mr Dent's land were felled to make sleeepers. 	I was one of 
those who bought a ticket for the first train to run from 
Hurstville to Sydney. We caught the next train back so as not to 
miss the fun, and a good day we had what with games and a banquet 
at night. 

Hurstville has progressed wonderfully, and I predict that before 
many years have passed this Hustville town will be designated as 
a great city and that this great municipality advancing year by 
yrar will iri  time be second to none in the State of New South 

Wales." 

Next we have Mr W.P. Judd: 


