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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BULLETIN

Registered by Aust.Post 7 Lynwood St
NBH-0335 Blakehurst

OCTOBER 1991

NEXT MEETING

THE NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM - A PREVIEW

After three years delay the Australian National Maritime Museum
is due to open on the 31st October. The museum will cover all
aspects of Australian maritime history and use of the sea. As
Australia is an island continent this should be particularly
relevant to much of our history. Our speaker, Mary Smith, will
give an interesting preview of what we can expect from this
important cultural institution.

DATE : Friday, 8pm, 18 October

LOCATION: 1st Floor, Council Chambers, Rockdale Town Hall
Princes Highway, Rockdale.

SUPPER ROSTER: Members please bring a plate.
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PRESIDENT: Bernard Sharah 567 6063
SECRETARY: Mrs Val Beehag 546 2819
TREASURER: Mrs Margaret Persen 771 5461
VICE-PRESIDENT: Noel Beehag 546 2819
RESEARCH OFFICER: Arthur Ellis 587 1159
SOCIAL SECRETARY: Mrs Joan Fairhall 546 5555
PROMOTIONS OFFICER: Mrs Joan Byrne 567 8641

BULLETIN EDITOR: Bernard Sharah 567 6063

LYDHAM HALL COMMITTEE:
Miss B.Otton, Bernard Sharah, Mrs V.Beehag
AUDITOR: Mrs L Thompson

All correspondence to the Secretary, 7 Lymwood St Blakehurst 2221

LAST MEETING

At our August Meeting members endorsed the change of meeting
night to the 2nd Tuesday of the month. This change will not take
place until our meeting in February next year.

Guest speaker, Lynette Silver, gave us an amusing account of The
Rattle of Vinegar Hill. Mrs Silver had copies of the book for
sale to members at a discounted price. She also brought along a
number of copies of her new book The Heroces of Rimau, the first
run of which has already sold out.



TEMPE HOUSE

Members will recall some months ago that concern was expressed
over the apparent lack of security at Tempe House. In spite of a
sign on the back gate warning potential intruders that the site
is patrolled by a surveillance company, it was quite evident that
the rear entrance to the property was open and presumably anyone
could enter unchallenged. The physical condition of the two
historic buildings on the site was another area of concern.

after pursuing this matter for some time we have received a
commitment regarding the provision of security fencing around the
property. Qantek have indicated in a letter to our society that
after demolition of the dormitory complex (deemed to be of
insufficient historical importance to justify retention) security
fencing would be erected within six to eight weeks.

Qantek assures us that Tempe House is in quite good order and
that any water damage to the St Magdalen’s Chapel is very
minimal.

COMMONWEALTH BANK 60TH ANNIVERSARY

In December this year the Rockdale and Arncliffe branches of the
Commonwealth Bank will celebrate their 60th Anniversary. They
have asked for some assistance in preparing a photographic
display for the occasion.

We have liaised with Rockdale Library to make a number of
photographs available. If members have any old photos of the
area (particularly those taken of the shopping centres) the
Commonwealth Bank would greatly appreciate the loan of the photos
for the display. Please contact Bernard Sharah on 567 6063.

FINANCIAL REPORT

In this issue is a copy of the half-yearly financial report which
due to oversight was not previously published in the bulletin.
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INCOME

Balance in Bank at 14.1.91
Members sebdscriptions
Donations

Sale of society books

Bus trip.. Ryde

O0.0' Wa‘.o Q..N-QO.H.

Bank Interest

Ryde Bus trip 756.00
Deposit 350.00
Expenses 406.00

Carcoar Coach Trip 3680.00
Deposit 2970.00
Expenses 430,00

rofit
Yo

from February to 30th Jume 1991

Expenditure

Postage

@ift for Speasker

National Trust subscription
Wroath - Mrs Stahl

R.A.H.S. Public Liability

30th Birthday Cake

Donation to 8t Peters Restoration
Carcoar Coach Trip - deposite
Carcoar expenses to Mrs J Fairhall
Ryde bus tour & Grouwp Entrance
Outstanding Cheque 430378~ presented
ﬂoH.oUo ’.—lau ‘Qboao . U.U“
Balance in bank 28th June 1991

less unpresented cheque June 430395

197.68
8.93
$0.00
30,00
135.00
49,00
50.00
2520.00
430.00
350.00
3?7.48
WOda

s
50.00

§5627.51

I have examined the books, bank statements, vouchers
and cheque butts presented by Mrs vonaojtu Treasurer
of the above society and in my opinion this represents
a true statement of its financial affairs as at

30th June 1991,

L QAR haorv...

DRI NN )

Auditor 9th August 1991



BEXLEY AS I KNEW IT
( 1895 — 1917)

(This is Part 2 of Grace Nicholls®’® story originally published in
the St George Historical Society Bulletin February 1964)

The trains until after we had left Bexley were all steam—-driven.
They ran once an hour, to and from Sydney Station, which at that
time was situated on the scuthern side of Devonshire subway,
which runs from Central Square to Bourke Street. The subway at
that time was Devonshire Street, and was in much the same
position to the old station as Eddy Avenue is to the present one.

We lived three quarters of a mile from Rockdale Station. The only
conveyance from the station was a horse-drawn wagonette, which
occasionally met the trains. As the charge from the station to
our home was 2 shillings, we mostly ended up walking home, up the
steep Frederick Street hill.

As the district continued to grow and the transport did not
improve, a tram line was laid from Arncliffe Station, along
Wollongong Road, into Forest Road, past the old school, and along
Stoney Creek Road. The whole line was three miles in length.
Although the lines were welded for future electrification, with
the idea of Jjoining the new line and the Cook’s River Bridge
service, this was never done. A steam tram ran for a few years
before the 1914-1918 war. Besides giving better transport to a
Railway Station, it contributed largely to opening Alston Park
Estate ( the open country to the north of Stoney Creek Road). The
lines were taken up later and buses began to take the place of
trams. That was after we had gone to live in Vaucluse.

The Kinsela Estate was subdivided, the trees and parklands
disappeared (the animals had long since gone) and rows of houses
were built round the old home. It would be difficult to find the
old place if one did not know it in the early days - that is, of
course, if it is still standing. Shopping centres sprang up like
mushrooms and the old Bexley was completely transformed.

I cannot help thinking that an article in a daily paper was in a

small way responsible for some of the growth of Bexley. The

article stated that by world-wide statistics it was found that
Sydney was the healthiest c¢ity in the world, and medical
statistics proved that by average, Bexley had the least deaths of
any of Sydney’s suburbs. Bexley residents were going about
telling people that Bexley was the healthiest spot in the world.

About this time there was also a large influx of British
migrants. Bexley had a fair share. It was about this time that
Sydney was introduced to the slang word "Pommy" for the English.

/)



Bexley is all so wvery different now. One pleasant little spot
which most children and many adults loved was the first gully. It
was a small gully, not wvery wide or deep. It commenced near
Stoney Creek Road, and went through the back of Bexley, old
Arncliffe, nearly to Tempe.

The part of the gully we liked most was at the bottom of Bay View
Street, about ten minutes walk from the school. It was the first
of three gullies running almost parallel with Forest Road, on the
western side, almost as far as Belmore.

I understand that the East Hills Railway line runs along the
second gully. (O0f course all that country was in its native state
then.)

‘It was very pretty in the first gully, with very many native
flowers growing. Bordering a small creek were Lilli Pilli trees,
with wild clematis, sarsaparilla and hardenbergia vines entwining
the branches, and on each side of the little stream grew bracken,
small lavender, pink, and blue bush orchids, small purple and
white wild violets, and many varieties of native flowers. Along
the «creek banks grew maidenhair fern, and several other
varieties. It was a delightful spot, but it has all completely
disappeared in the march of progress.
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I would like to write of Brighton-le-Sands as I knew it, which is
totally different from anything one could imagine it ever
resembled. ,

It was originally named Lady Robinson’s Reach. The baths were
dreadful; all the timber used in their construction was about as
heavy as railway sleepers are. All the protection one had to the
dressing cubicles was a flapping piece of hessian hung across the
doorway. Many of them faced south and they were all exposed to
all the winds that blew across the wide bay.

There was a wide pier built at right angles to the street, and
running out into the water, boarded on each side by the timber
enclosures to the ladies’® baths on the right and the gentlemens’
on the left. As one walked along the pier, on the right was
painted in huge letters on white, anything up to two feet high:
"Gentlemen walk on, blackguards look In.* By the time anyone had
walked far enough along the pier, the figures bathing would look
not much larger than ants, and then all in neck to knee costumes.

The south-eastern corner of Bay Street and the Esplandade was a
most desolate spot, sand dunes, scrub and rubbish etc.

A little later a place which was named Shady Nook was developed
on it. It was slightly better, but not much. There were some
benches and tables and a merry-go-round, with a raucous, wheezy



