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NEXT MEETING
THE BATTLE OF VINEGAR HILL
The “"Battle of Vinegar Hill" was Australia’s first popular
uprising and one of its greatest debacles. At our next meeting
Lyrnette Silver will give an amusing account of this bungled
rebellion.
/\

DATE: Friday, 8pm, 20 September

'LOCATION: 1st Floor, Council Chambers, Rockdale Town Hall
Princes Highway, Rockdale.

SUPPER ROSTER: Members please bring a plate.
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PRESIDENT: Bernard Sharah 567 6063
SECRETARY: Mrs Val Beehag 546 2819
‘TREASURER: Mrs Margaret Persen 771 5461
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RESEARCH OFFICER: Arﬁhur Ellis 587 1159
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PROMOTIONS OFFICER: Mrs Joan Byrne 567 8641
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AUDITOR: Mrs L Thompson

All correspondence to the Secretary, 7 Lynwood St Blakehurst 2221

LYDHAM HALL

VOLUNTEERS PLEASE - NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

Would you like to assist at Lydham Hall? We need people who can
occasionly spare a couple of hours on a Saturday or Sunday
afternoon to show people through the house and tell them a little
about its history and about the exhibits. If you don’t know very
much about Lydham Hall it doesn’t matter. Everyone has to start
somewhere and our curator, Miss Bett Otton, has kindly offered
to share with other members her knowledge of this wonderful old
house and its magnificent collection. This is a great way to be
more involved and learn a little at the same time. If you are
interested please contact Joan Byrne 567 8641 or 5870451.
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(L to R) Ken Cato, Joan Fairhall, John Bradfield, Beryl Cato, Margaret Persen, Val Beehag, Arthur Ellis, Win
Clarke, Heather and Bruce McLaren, Alison Edsall, Joan Byrne and Bernard Sharah. Foreground, Gloria Bradfield,
Nita 0'Donnell and Sue Bradfield (seated).

NEW MEMBERS GET-TOGETHER

On Sunday 11 August we held a get-together for new members to
meet the management committee at Lydham Hall. The new members
were first shown through our historic house-museum then invited
to have a glass of wine in the grounds. The afternoon went off
very well thanks in particular to the efforts of Joan Byrne and
Geoff Rankin.

On the subject of new members we had 8 people Jjoin in the month
of August. They were:- John, Gloria and Sue Bradfield and Eric
and Jean Kauffman, Dora Lenane of Annandale (Dora is a sister of
long-term member, Alan Stahl) and Mr and Mrs Moncaster of
Rockdale.

MISSING BULLETIN

The solution to the mystery of the missing bulletin (Volume 1,
Number 2, December 1962) may be that it didn’t exist in the first
place. At least that’s the opinion of Ald.Ron Rathbone who was
Secretary and Bulletin Editor at the time. We have checked with
members who have assiduously collected every issue of the
Bulletin and this particular issue is missing from their
collections. Ald Rathbone feels that there may have only been a
meeting notice issue for the month 1in question. Thank you, to
those people that responded to the enguiry.



YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT'S IN YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY!

It often pays to investigate what is available to you at your
local library. I came across the photo (above) and after reading
the description realised it included my house (2 storey terrace
style facing the park) and showed exactly how the area looked

shortly before the turn of the century. The photo 1is of
Arncliffe Park taken from the western side. As you can see there
were very few houses at the time. The houses on the crest of the

hill are fronting Forest Road and the clump of trees in the top
right hand corner are obscuring Edmund Esdaile’s The Towers.

The photo collection in the local studies section of Rockdale
Council has largely been donated by Ald.Ron Rathbone. It is a
wonderful record of how the Municipality looked in days gone by.
Also in the Local Studies section are the Council Minute books, a
complete collection of the St George and Sutherland Shire Leader,
an indexed reference to the St George Historical Society’s
Bulletin and numerous other publications and newsletters of other
local organisations. The Local Studies Librarian, Sandra Mowbray,
has left recently but other library staff can assist with your
enquiries. Because the Local Studies area is not staffed full-
time it is necessary to make an appointment prior to viewing the
collection. Perhaps, you will find a photo of your house or a
mention of your family!




SOCIETY NEWS

Our Vice-President, Noel Beehag, took a nasty turn last month but
after a short period of hospitalisation he is quite recovered.
Good to see you up and around again, Noel.

Betty Robinson had an unfortunate accident on her overseas trip.
Onboard ship she had a fall and broke her arm. Let’s hope it
hasn’t ruined her holiday and we hope to have her sound and well
when she returns . ; : :

If you have some item about a member you think would be of

interest - it may be a member’s birthday, a get-well wish, a
special occasion or an interesting fact (preferably not
libellous) - please let us know. Contact Bernard Sharah on 567
6063.

LAST MEETING

CHANGE OF MEETING NIGHT STATUS

A change of meeting night was agreed to in principle, however, it
was generally felt that the second Tuesday of the month was more
convenient for members. It was recommended that the possibility
of booking the Rockdale Council Chambers for the second Tuesday
be investigated. It has since been confirmed by Rockdale Council
that there would be no problem with this particular night.
However, the short interval (from a third Friday to a second
Tuesday ) during a change over would mean that a change of meeting
night would not be practical until February, next year.

RAHS CONFERENCE

It was moved that two delegates, Arthur Ellis and Bernard Sharah,
represent the Society at the Annual Royal Australian Historical
Society Conference. The conference will be held at Tocal,
Paterson in the Hunter Valley on the 12th and 13th October. The
theme for this year’s conference is "Regional Identity: Myth or
Reality"

SALLY COWELL

Our guest speaker presented an interesting subject, Restoring 0ld
Photographs, under difficult circumstances. Sally had a throat
infection, but luckily she had a pre-recorded presentation she
had given to an international conference of restoration
photographers. Her slides demonstrated the tricks of the trade
and the artistry of photographic restoration.
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