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OUR THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY

The St George Leader gave good coverage of our 30th
Anniversary History Walk. The walk was a great success
and an estimated 100 people attended. The photo shows
one group outside St Joseph’s Convent, arncliffe.
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NEXT MEETING
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Election of Office Holders
GUEST SPEAKER:

Heritage Consultant, Meredith Walker, will report on the heritage
study of the Rockdale Municipality which has recently been
submitted to Council for consideration. The report contains many
surprises and is sure to be the subject of lively debate.

Meredith, I am sure, will put forward some viewpoints that will
challenge what is commonly accepted as "heritage". ‘

DATE : 8pm 19th July 1991

LOCATION: 1st Floor Council Chambers, Rockdale Town Hall
Princes Highway, Rockdale

Members please bring a plate.



& SUCCESSFUL. REUNION

Despite threatening skies our thirtieth anniversary drew long-
term members from far and wide.

Among the guests were Mr and Mrs Jack Stead. It was quite
appropriate that we should be honoured with the Steads’ presence
given the family’s association with Lydham Hall. Mr Stead’s uncle
was David Stead the internationally renown naturalist and father
of authoress, Christina Stead. The occasion recalled childhood
memories of the house for Mr Stead.

Pioneer families of the district were well represented.
Descendants of the Geeves, Preddys and Beehags compared notes on
family history. It was a pleasure for me to meet Mrs Geeves, wife

~>f the late historian, Phillip Geeves, who was a very active
foundation member of the Society.

To mark the occasion a birthday cake was provided and it was only
fitting that our two longest serving members, Mrs Jean Faulkner
and Mrs Eileen Eardley, shared the honour of cutting it. Mrs
Faulkner (who is an amazing 92 years old) sent us a lovely letter
of thanks which is printed in this bulletin.

The comment was made by a number of guests that "we should do
this more often!". Indeed we shall.

Full credit to Joan Byrne whose idea it was to hold this function
and who was chiefly responsible for its successful organisation.
But it would not have been possible without the team effort of
the committee members and in particular the contribution of
people such as Geoff Rankin.

Most importantly we must not forget the generosity of the members
““iho provided the delicacies for the occasion.

THE HISTORY WALK

Day two of our thirtieth anniversary celebrations proved to be
equally successful as the previous day’s activities.

A rough estimate of one hundred people congregated at Arncliffe
Railway Station for the start of the Arncliffe to Lydham Hall
History Walk. It was heartening to see so many people of all ages
interested in our past. Weather-wise we couldn’t have asked for
better, it was a beautiful sunny day.

The walkers were divided into four groups under the leadership of
Arthur Ellis, whose knowledge of the Arncliffe area and its
history is unsurpassed; James Kane, M.A., who has regularly
conducted history tours in the St George District; Geoff Croft,
long term resident of Arncliffe; and myself.



The tour proceeded up Eden Street, which originally formed part
of the old Rocky Point Road (later to become Princes Highway) to
Forest Road.

Next was a tour of inspection of St Francis Xavier’s Church which
included its famous round tower (St Francis Xavier’s is the only
round towered church in Sydney and one of the very few throughout
Australia). The tower certainly Jjustified the Society’s decision
to take out public liability insurance. The stairs were very
narrow and the last part of the climb was a step-ladder.

Some other points of interest on the tour were:-—

Arncliffe Public School (1879) a small quaint Gothic stone school
house, the oldest public school building in the St George
District.

"Teluba" (1882) 19 Segenhoe Street - a beautifully restored
Italianate building, originally built for Hon. Samuel Terry
M.L.C-

Site of the Highbury Barn, one of the first public houses in the
St George District.

"Gladstone and Wentworth" (1886) 134-136 Forest Road.
A magnificent two-storey semi-detached house with highly ornate
cast iron decoration.

Some of the highlights were unexpected. When we arrived at
Esdaile Place we met Mrs Bettie Hart, prize winning gardener, who
took us on a tour of her wonderful garden. Bettie is responsible
for the transformation of Esdaile Place from a former Water Board
easement filled with rubbish into a lush oasis protected from the
congestion and noise of nearby Forest Road. In 1988, Esdaile
Place was named "Sydney’s Most Beautiful Street" by Radio Station
2CH. Unfortunately, not all the tour groups were able to view
Bettie Hart’s garden due to lack of time.

I can tell you however, that one group (mine) that missed out on
seeing Mrs Hart’s garden was compensated in another way. Esdaile
Street resident, Mr Kevin Green, very graciously offered to show
us through his home. It 1is a lovely Federation house with
leadlight windows that would be the envy of most lovers of old
homes. The eyelet windows had expansive views of the wvalley
below.

The tour went way over schedule and we concluded the walk with
afternoon tea at Lydham Hall later than anticipated. The reaction
of the participants was very positive and encouraging and we were
able to sign a number of new members. All in all, a successful
outing and well worth all the hard work.

B. Sharah
President
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A MANDATE FOR CHANGE
President’s Report for 1990-1

Some very positive things have been achieved in the past year
which, I believe, auger well for the future growth and prosperity
of the Society.

First and foremost we have developed a capable and enthusiastic
management team. The members of this team are mostly people
recruited as a result of the Bexley History Walk and for those of
you who are unable to attend meetings I want to briefly say a few
words about them.

It is wvery difficult to find a more dedicated couple than Noel
_and Val Beehag. They have been Rotarians for many years and have
" or ked very hard fund raising for charitable causes. Together

they have brought a wealth of experience to our organisation.

Since Jjoining last year, Joan Byrne has come forward with many
new ideas as to how we could improve the social aspect of our
organisation and has been prepared to back it up with hard work.

The other members of the management team, Arthur Ellis, Margaret
Persen, Don Sinclair and in particular, Joan Fairhall with her
organisation of social outings, have given generously of their
time to contribute to a better historical society.

It is pleasing also to see a greater level of participation by
the members generally in the social functions.

There has been a greater sense of involvement with our house-
museum, Lydham Hall. I would like to see this increase further
over the next twelve months. Two things are planned in this
Xegard. Miss Otton has kindly offered to share her knowledge of

he house and its contents so that more people can assist in
conducting tours of Lydham Hall. Secondly, a recommendation of
the committee will be that we hold a Christmas function at Lydham
this year.

Social activities have been revived and have proved to be a good
recruitment strategy as well as heightening the public profile of
our Society and encouraging interest in local history.

These are all positive signs that the Society has "turned the
corner” in regard to its future.

However , one issue for concern is the fact that apart from the
new members that we have been able to actively involve in the
running of the Society we have not been able to translate
increased membership into increased attendance at monthly
meetings.

Meeting attendances this year have increased compared to the
latter half of last vyear but this has been due to revived
interest by the existing members.



If this Society is to grow we need to draw the new members to our
meetings. I firmly believe the greatest obstacle in achieving
that goal is the fact that meetings are held on a Friday night.
I know of no other community organisation that holds its meetings
on such a night.

Accordingly, I believe it is imperative that we change our
meeting to another night of the week, preferably a Tuesday.

Whilst we are on the subject of change, I think there has to be a
recognition on the part of the members that change is essential
to growth. We must do different things and we find different ways
of doing them.

I see a bright future for the Society if we adopt that attitude
and I seek you co-operation and support.

Bernard Sharah
President

A LETTER FROM JEAN FAULKNER

Mrs Jean Faulkner, a foundation and Life Member of our Society, had some very complimentary
remarks to make about the 30th Anniversary Reunion and also made a generous donation. Thank you
for your comments and your generosity, Mrs Faulkner.

Dear Mrs Reehag,

Congratulations to you and your committee for the lovely garden
party you organised to celebrate the Thirtieth Anniversary of the
St George Historical Society. I think it was a great idea.

It was most enjoyvable meeting members who, like myself, attended
the Society meetings for years but cannot attend now, as well as
those still attending and new members.

The lavish afternoon tea of mouth watering "goodies” was really
something.

You will gather from this letter that I really enjoyed myself.

Enclosed please find cheque which 1Is a donation towards the
Society’s funds.

Congratulations once again. Rest wishes for the Society’s future
progress and success.
Yours sincerely,

Jean Faulkner
Foundation and Life Member



