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NEXT MEETING 

"GIRLS WITH GRIT" 

During World War II thousands 
of Australian women joined the 
Land Army. Their task was to 
tend the farms while the men 
went to war. Their contribution 
to the war effort has been 
largely overlooked. 

Author, Jean Scott, will recount 
their achievements, experiences 
and tribulations. 

DATE: Friday 8pm 21st June 

LOCATION: 1st Fir, Town Hall 
Princes Hwy. Rockdale. 

Members please bring a plate. 
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This 	

ARNCLIFFE TO LYDHAM HALL 
HISTORY WALK 

This is a final reminder about our history walk. The walk will be held 
regardless of weather. So, in light of recent events, don't forget to 
bring an umbrella. We look forward to seeing you! 

It will commence at Arnc].jffe Railway Station and continue along 
Forest Rd to Lydham Hall. 

We will have a number of people conducting the tour and there should 
be sufficient written guides to supply a large attendance. 

DATE: Sunday 16th June 

TIME: 1pm 

STARTING POINT: Arncliffe Railway Station 

* ** * * *** ** * * * 

THE DAY TRIP TO "WILLANDRA" AND CACTUS SHOW 

Despite a wet week, Saturday 25th May proved to be a very pleasant 
day as 42 passengers set off for Ryde and morning tea, sandwiches 
and cake at the Cactus Show. 

We decided to by-pass Sherringham's Nursery to allow more time to soak 
in the glorious views from the verandahs and especially the upstairs 
windows of "Willandra". Just imagine living in such a house! A vibrant 
autumn leaved vine greeted us at the back entrance as we were shown 
over the house and the Art Show by two members of the Ryde Historical 
Society. Back to the Cactus Show for lunch, a sausage sizzle, salads, 
:ockmelon grapes and cream cakes and a most leisurely look around the 
show. 

Instead of the quick look at St Annes and the graveyard that we 
planned, we were fortunate to have and expert offer to get the keys 
and show us through the church and graveyard, with a wonderful 
commentary and a view of Granny Smith's grave. 

Of course, we were unable to cruise around Hunter's Hill after that 
but as there is a very strong historical society there, plans are 
underway to run another trip in which we'll be able to spend longer 
than previously planned at both Sherringham's Nursery and Hunter's 
Hill. 

We stopped at Top Ryde for those who need to vote and then back to the 
Cactus Show for afternoon tea where two men remarked "These people 
can't be eating again!" Back to work for me and back to the bus for 
the trip where all announced that they had really enjoyed their day. 

JOAN FAIRHALL 



A GRAVE LOOK AT HISTORY 

It was pleasing to see so many St George Historical Society 
members at the guided tour of St Peter's Church and graveyard. 
The afternoon was entitled "A Grave Look at History" but it 
turned out to be a very enjoyable day despite the cold weather. 
It was conducted by Laurel Horton who has been doing a wonderful 
job creating interest in this very historic church. The grave 
yard itself is a goldznine of information about the people of the 
Cook's River, their attitudes and circumstances. 

As well as the good attendance by our Society it was interesting 
to note four generations of the Preddy family were present - Mrs 
Jean Preddy, her daughter and her grand-daughter, Kate Ferguson 
(and husband, Peter) with babe in arms. 

LAST MEETING 

Our scheduled speaker, Mr Garry Darby, was unable to attend due 
to work commitments. So, with 3 days notice, I called for help 
and Joan Hatton came to our rescue. 

Joan gave a talk on "The Kogarah Story". It was illustrated with 
slides and provided an interesting look at the formation and 
development of the Municipality of Kogarah. 

Thank you, Joan, we are indebted to you. 

WANTED: A BULLETIN EDITOR FOR 1991-2 

Due to family commitments (three young children under 7) I will 
not be re-nominating for the position of Bulletin Editor at the 
Annual General Meeting in July. Ideally, we need someone with 
computer skills. So, if you know someone who fits the bill (even 
if they are not current members) please let me know as soon as 
possible. 

Bernard Sharah 



THE WAY WE WERE 

- THIRTY YEARS AGO 

Reproduced in this issue is a copy of the earliest bulletin of 
the Rockdale Historical Society as we were then called. 

It gives a fair indication of the type of society as it was then. 

We were enthusiastic about the recording of history and the 
preservation of historic buildings. Much of the knowledge we have 
acquired has been published in our monthly bulletins and our 
booklets. 

There was a dedicated core of researchers including Gifford and 
Eileen Eardley, Phillip Geeves, Vincent Saunders, Ron Rathbone 
and Arthur Ellis. 

Our efforts to preserve buildings of historic interest were not 
as successful one would have hoped but it was important that a 
group of people did show their concern in an era not sypathetic 
to this ideal. The society voiced its concern over buildings 
such as "Rosevale Villa", "Bray's Cottage" and others. 

One of the positive moves the society made in the early days was 
to enter a large number of local buildings in a Historic Homes 
Competition run by the Sydney Morning Herald. It was an attempt 
to promote appreciation of history and "heritage" much the same 
as we are doing today with our history walks and outings. 
I believe the society today is returning to the values and 
aspirations of those formative years. 

Above all, it is important that we get back to business of 
recording what we can of the past. If you have something you feel 

irtnur hills (587 1159). This may be in the form of documents, 
photographs, memorabilia or your own recollections in written or 
oral form. For instance the article in this issue of the bulletin 
is simply a letter from one of our members recalling her 
childhood. But it contains quite a number of references to well 
known local identities and places and is interesting for that 
alone. So please give it some thought. We don't necessarily need 
to retain the original material, just allow us to make copies. 
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NEXT MEETING 

PLACE:- Council Chamber, TOWN HALL, ROCKDALE. 

DATE:- 	Friday next, 13th APRIL, 1962 at 8.0 P.M. 

We are extremely fortunate to have as our Guest speakers - 

MR. MORTON HERMAN B. Arch., A.R.A.I.A., A.R.I.B.A., leading Sydney 
Architect and Member of the Royal Historical Society who will speak 
on why old buildings should be preserved and 

MISS J. SOUTHAN who suggested and organised the current Sydney Morning 
Herald's Historic Homes Contest. 

Your presence on this occasion is particularly requested and you are 
invited to bring along any interested friends. 

SUCCESSFUL FIRST OUTING 

De ite very overcast conditions more than 
cople journeyed to Carss Park recently 

for the first Historical Expedition organized 
by our society. 

Mr. Harold Coxhead, an old resident of the 
area read members a paper he had prepared on 
the area and afternoon tea was taken in the 
Life-Saving Hall. 

When the weather cleared, members inspected 
the area where the film "Bush Christmas" had 
been produced, the grave of the Carss family 
and their 96 year old sandstone home which 
still stands on the headland overlooking the 
shark-proof enclosure. 

Our next outing will be to Arncliffe where 
Mr. C. Eardley will be our guide. 

Remember the date, Saturday, April 28th 
assembling at the Rockdale Town Hall at 
2.0 p.m. 

If you are interested, ring the Secretary, 
Aid. R. W. Rathbone LW 4813 for details. 

Both members and their friends will be most 
welcome. 

ROCKDALE TO ENTER HOMES IN 
S.M. HERALD COMPETITION. 

At the last meeting of the Rockdale 
Historical Society, it was decided to 
approach the owners of a number of fine 
old homes in the Municipality to see if t y 
would allow them to be entered in the above 
contest which closes in October. 

High on our list are games Brodie Sparks, 
"The Retreat" (Good Samaritan Convent, 
Arncliffe) which is 135 years old and 
Hannah Laycock's cottage at Kingsgrove 
(at least 150 years old). 

A special committee set up by the Society 
has listed possible entries and the 
Secretary has been busily photographing 
them ready for cataloguing. 

Ald. Rathbone reports that whilst roaming 
around the back streets of Arncliffe one 
recent Saturday afternoon looking for likely 
entries, he discovered an illegal S.P. 
set-up in full swing. 

This is certainly an OLD Australian habit 
with many HISTORIC associations but it was 
more than his life was worth to try to 
photograph it. 


