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DATE: 	8pm Friday 19th April 

LOCATION: Council Chambers, 1st Flr Rockdale Town Hall, Princes Hwy 
Rockdale 

BUSINESS: Resolution regarding Tempe House 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

"AUTHENTIC RESTORATION OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS" 

Heritage consultant, Michael McGowage, will show us how 
old buildings can be restored to their original 
appearance and in particular what a dramatic difference 
the right colour scheme and detailing can make. 

SUPPER ROSTER: Members please bring a plate. 
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ARNCLIFFE TO LTDHAI4 HALL 
HISTORY WALK 

In view of the success last year of the Bexley History Walk it was 
decided to conduct a similiar one this year to coincide with the 30th 
Anniversary of the Society's founding. 

It will commence at Arncliffe Railway Station and continue along Forest 
Rd to Lydham Hall. 

We will have a number of people conducting the tour and there should be-
sufficient written guides to supply a large attendance. 

DATE: Sunday 16th June 

TIME: 1pm 

STARTING POINT: Arncliffe Railway Station 

OUR NEW TREASURER 

We have a new treasurer! At our last meeting, Mrs Margaret Persen was 
elected unopposed to the position. Margaret is very familiar with book 
keeping as she has handled accounts most of her working life. She has 
been a member since early last year and has agreed to help out at least 
until our election of office bearers in July. 

Congratulations, Margaret, and thanks for your help at a time when we 
most need it! 

ATTENDANCES UP! 

Our March meeting was well attended as have been the last three 
meetings. Our recent speakers have been very well received. Judy Dunn,  
(February) in particular, with her off-beat subject, "Pioneers Down 
Under" generated quite a few belly laughs at some of the bizarre thinS 
people enscribe on tombstones. 

Aid Ron Rathbone always attracts a good crowd and his topic last meetifl-
was "Historical Buildings and Sites of the Rockdale Municipality". He 
certainly revived a few memories with slides of beautiful Rosevale Vila-  
and other houses the Society attempted to save in the early days. It was 
also interesting to see places such as Lydham Hall and Macquarie Lodge 
before restoration. 

It was good also to see some familiar faces at the last few meetings. 
Our former Secretary and Bulletin Editor of many years, Mrs Eileen 
Eardley, has made a welcome return. Last year she had a very difficult 
time with illness and it's good to see her up and about again. 

*** **************** 



CARCOAR TOUR A SUCCESS! 

The recent coach tour to Carcoar was not only a financial success but 
also a boost for the St George Historical Society generally. Coach 
tours of this type have not been organised for some years now. They were 
once a very popular feature of the Society and were disbanded as a 
result of aging membership. 

It is another indication of the revitalisation of the Society that the 
outings have been revived. 

From all accounts it was a very enjoyable trip and excellent value. 

Our sincere thanks to Joan Fairha].l who made it all possible. Joan is 
one of our newer members having joined in June last year but she has 
been active from the outset and made an important contribution to the 
growth of the Society. 

IS TEMPE HOUSE AT RISK? 

Considerable concern has been expressed about the security and state cf 
disrepair of the St George District's most historically significant 
building. 

Last year, Tempe House received a Permanent Conservation Order and 
Australia's foremost restoration architect was engaged by the new owner 
Qantek (a division of Qantas) to restore both Tempe House itself and th€ 
St Magdalen Chapel. 

Since then, however, the Australian economy has slid into recession an 
obviously this must have some impact on Qantek's financial priorities. 
The promised restoration of Tempe House has not eventuated. Both 
buildings are in need of attention. There is obvious water damage to 
the internal walls of the Chapel and Tempe House is dilapidated in 
appearance. 

Possibly even more worrying is the fact that late last year an intruder 
started a fire which caused extensive damage to the dormitory complex. 
The dormitory is to be demolished in any case but if the fire had spre& 
to Tempe House it would have been a tragic and irreplaceable loss. 
Although the property is patrolled by a surveillance company, security 
appears lax. The back gate is open and anyone can walk in unchallenged 

I believe there is an urgent need for our Society to petition Rockdale 
Council to ensure that:- 

1. Tempe House and the Magdalen Chapel receive adequate weather 
protection and that essential repairs are carried out 

2. the property generally is made secure from intruders (a 
security gate at the back entrance is a priority) 

I will be bringing this matter before the next Society meeting for 
consideration and ask for your support. 

Bernard Sharah 
President 
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Rev. J. J. O'DRrSCOLL P.P. (Kogarah) 
Senior Priest in the Ma w.a District, 

where he has laboured for 30 years. 

Rev.. J.J0 

O'Driscoll, then Parish Priest of 
Icogarah, presided over a meeting 
held in the Arncljffe Convent on 

5th. February, 1911, to discuss 
"the advisability of erecting a 

school-church to meet the require-

ments of the Catholics of Arncliffe, 

and to relieve the congestion that' 

was by then in evidence each Sun-

day morning at Rockdale," 

On this page we publish a photo-

graph of Father O'Driscoll, toget-

her with a photograph of the orig-

inal school-church which he was 

instxenta1 in building. 
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ST. FRANCIS XAVIER'5 SCHOOL-CHURCH, ARNCLIFFE. 
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The following article has been edited from a history written by 
Society member, Mrs Molly McDonnell. Our thanks is extended to 
Molly who has kindly permitted its publication in this bulletin. 

In March of this year 1982, we will celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 
St Francis Xavier's Church, Arncliffe. The present beautiful 
edifice with its magnificent facade, round tower, and beautiful 
interior will forever stand as a monument to the great and untiring 
efforts of the late Monsignor Joseph Patrick Rafferty. With ties 
great band of helpers he was responsible for the building of our 
present church which was opened in 1932 and only 4 years later 
being declared free of debt, was duly consecrated. Given that all 
this was achieved during the years of the "Great Depression", this 
itself stands as a tribute to the generosity of parishioners and 
others and the hard work of all those who committed themselves 
wholeheartedly to this project. 

Prior tho this we had the original school-church, but the first of 
the ecclesiastical buildings was the convent, about which we shall 
talk. 

THE CONVENT 

There was much speculation as to when the convent was actually 
built and by whom. But the first name to appear in Sands 
Directory was a Mr Parrish, in 1887, who lived there with his 
family until about 1900. In 1901, it became the property of a Mr 
Herd who died in 1909, leaving the property to his wife who 
remained in residence until 1911. There is letter extant in the 
Kogarah Parish archives written by the sisters of Charity saying 
that they could no longer staff the Kogarah Parish school. There 
would have been a reply and correspondence requesting help from 
the Sisters of St Joseph, North Sydney. These letters no longer 
exist, unfortunately. They would have given us definite dates. 
However, 1911 seems to be the year when things began to move. The 
convent at Arncliffe was purchased by the sisters of St Joseph. The 
Superiors at the time, of the Sydney Province of the Sisters of St 
Joseph, signed the Certificate of Title on 14th September 1911. 
Their names as they appear on the deeds were:- Mary Molloy, Bridget 
Howley, Veronica O'Brien, and Mary Meskill. It would have been 
shortly after this date that 4 sisters took up residence: They were 
Sisters Gerard, Conception, Ignatius, and an unknown postulant. 
From Arncliffe they travelled to Rockdale and Kogarah to teach in 
the parish schools. As at that time there was no school in 
Arncliffe, the first pupils about 12 in number, were taught in the 
convent until the church-school was completed in 1912. 

Over the years there have been many alterations to the present 
convent, mainly interior. New additions were also added upstairs. 
What is now the chapel was once the music room and later the room 
adjoining it became the music room. In these days the chapel had to 
be upstairs in 2-storey type buildings. When our new church was 


