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The next meeting will be held as follows:- 

DATE: 8pm Friday 18th May. 

LOCATION: Council Chambers, Town Hall, Princes Hwy. Rockdale. 

BUSINESS: Discuss arrangements for Bexley History Walk. 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

"A HISTORY OF ST PETERS CHURCH, COOKS RIVER" 

St Peters is the second oldest church in Sydney after St James, King St. 
Since its Sesqui Centenary in 1988 there has been renewed interest in St 
Peters because of its historical and architectural importance. 

LAUREL HORTON who has largely been responsible for generating that interest 
will present an audio-visual history of the church. 

SUPPER ROSTER: Volunteers please. Members please bring a plate. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: See next page 



BEXLEY HISTORY WALK 

Don't miss this opportunity! 

Bexley is rich in history. Henry Kinsela, Sir George Reid, Sir Donald 
Bradman are just a few of the notable people connected with this 
suburb's past. 

If you have an appreciation of architecture or you just love gracious 
old homes you will enjoy our tour through this attractive area. 

And who better to conduct such a tour than Aid Ron Rathbone? 

Aid Rathbone has been collecting and researching information on Bexley 
for the best part of a lifetime. 

So join us for what promises to be a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. 

TIME: IPM ** NOTE ** THIS HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED since the April BULLETIN 

DATE: Sunday, 3rd JUNE. 

STARTS: Victoria House, Forest Rd Bexley. 

ENDS: Approx. 3pm. Lydham Hall, Lydham Ave, Rockdale where afternoon tea 
will be provided. 

DISTANCE: Approx 2km. 

COST: FREE 

ENQUIRIES: Bernard Sharah (Ph. 5991971 A.H.) 

WHAT YOU MISSED LAST MEETING! 

It was a wet night and the April meeting was poorly attended. 

However, for those that did manage to attend it was well worth the 
effort. Our guest speaker, Aid Ron Rathbone gave what proved to be a 
challenging and thought provoking talk on Thomas Townshend, 1st 
Viscount Sydney. 

After much encouragement from members at the conclusion of his address 
Aid Rathbone has very kindly submitted the text for inclusion in this 
bulletin. 



THOMAS TOWNSHEN_P 

FIRST VISCOUNT SYDNEY 

The man after whom our city was named. 

by Alderman R. W. Rathbone 

Thomas Townshend, 1st Viscount Sydney, came of an old and very 
distinguished Norfolk family who are still resident at the family seat, 
Raynham Hall, near the quaint Tudor market town of Fakenham. They 
first settled in the area in the early 15th Century and, with the 
exception of several years during the period of the Commonwealth when 
their lands were confiscated because of their Royalist sympathies, they 

have remained in this area ever since. 

The first member of the family to come into prominence was Sir 
Roger Townshend, who sat in the House of Commons as M.P. for Calne in 
Wiltshire where the family also held large holdings. He was a lawyer 
of great eminence who was made the King's Sergeant at Law in 11+83, 

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in 11+81+ and was knighted by King 

Richard III in 11+85. He married Eleanor Lunsford of Battle in Sussex 
who was related to the Sidney's of Penshurst whose descendant, Viscount 
de L'Isle and Dudley was one of the last British born Governor's General 
of Australia. Through her the family also acquired large estates in the 

County of Sussex. 

There were three sons and three daughters of this marriage, the 
eldest of whom, also named Roger, succeeded his father as M.P. for Calne 

In 11+93. He, too, had three sons. Robert, the eldest, followed his 
grandfather to become a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and the 
second Chief Justice of Chester. Robert and his son, Richard both pre-
deceased their father and grandfather who lived to the quite incredible 
age in those days of 91+ and Roger Townshend was succeeded by his grand- 

son, also called Roger. 

This Roger Townshend succeeded to the family estates in 1551 and 
was knighted in 1588 on the recommendation of Charles, Lord Effingham, 
Lord High Admiral of England, for his spirited conduct against the 
Spanish Armada. His eldest son, John, who was M.P. for Norfolk also 
fought against the Spaniards and he, too, received a knighthood after 

the memorable Siege of Cadiz in 1596. 

Sir John Townshend had two sons, John who was killed in a duel in 
1603 and Roger, who succeeded him as the first baronet. This Sir Roger 
Townshend was M.P. for Oxford and later for Norfolk. His son, the 
second baronet, died childless and the title passed Li his younger 

brother, Horatio. Horatio was an avowed Monarchist, fought for and 
stood loyally beside Charles I during the Civil War and was stripped of 
both his title and his estates by the Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell. 
After the restoration of the Monarchy in 1661, however, he not only had 
his estates returned but for his loyalty to the King's cause, was raised 
to the rank of a baron and in 1662, advanced to the dignity of a Viscount, 

Taking the title Viscount Townshend of Raynhafli. 
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Like so many of his predecessors, he also had three sons. The 
eldest, Charles, who succeeded him as the second Viscount, had a long 
and distinguished parliamentary career. He was Lord Lieutenant of 
Norfolk, Britain's Ambassador at The Hague and one of the Regents of 
the Realm during the Reign of George I. This last position was no 
sinecure for, during the reign of the first George, George spent much 
of his time out of England in his other Kingdom of Hanover and was the 
only British Monarch for over a thousand years not to be buried some-
where in England. 

He held continual office as Secretary of State under George I and 
George II from 1714 to 1730 and was made a Knight of the Garter for his 
services. While Sir Robert Walpole, Britain's first Prime Minister, 
concentrated on the country's domestic affairs, Townshend directed its 
Foreign Policy almost uninterrupted for nearly twenty years during which 
time he kept Britain at peace with its traditional enemies, the French, 
the Dutch and the Spaniards. His relations with the French were, in 
fact, too close for Walpole's liking and in spite of the fact that he 
was Walpole's brother-in-law, he was forced from office in 1730. 

He then retired to his estates where he spent his final years 
experimenting with large scale turnip cultivation and the four course 
rotation of crops - a year of cereals, a year of legumes, a year of root 
crops and the fourth year fallow. Turnips up until that time had been 
cultivated only as a source of stock fodder and particularly as feed for 
pigs. Townshend espoused their health and medicinal properties and alone 
was responsible for their acceptance as food fit for human consumption. 
This earned him the nick-name of "Turnip Townshend" by which he is best 
remembered whilst his considerable achievements as a Statesman are almost 
totally forgotten. 

Charles Townshend had two sons, Charles the younger, who succeeded 
to the Title on his father's death in 1738 and Thomas, who, apart from 
being M.P. for Cambridge, was an acknowledged Classical Scholar. He was 
born in 1701 and married in 1730, Albinia Selwyn, daughter of Colonel 
John Selwyn of Gloucestershire who, on 24th February 1733, presented him 
with a son and heir who was also baptised Thomas and is the gentleman 
about whom this story is set. 

History has judged this man very harshly claiming that he possessed 
neither the intellect of his distinguished father nor the political 
perspicacity of his illustrious grandfather. He was educated at Eton 
College and attended Clare College at Cambridge where he succeeded in 
obtaining his Masters Degree in 1753. On 17th April 1754, at the age of 
21, he was elected to the House of Commons for the pocket borough of 
Whitchurch in Hampshire where the family also held large estates and 
remained Member for that constituency for the next 29 years. For twenty 
of those years, he had the unusual distinction of sharing a place in 
parliament with his father who represented the Cambridge University seat 
until 1774. 

A dissolute and a philanderer in his youth, he was known as "Tommy 
Townshend" but on 19th May 1760, he was married off to Elizabeth Powys, 
a tough and resourceful Suffolk heiress who smartly pulled him into line 
and apparently managed to keep him in the marital bed for she presented 
him with no less than twelve children, six boys and six girls over the 
succeeding fifteen years. 
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In 1756, he was appointed Clerk of the Household of the Prince of 
Les, a sinecure that ensured the Prince was aware of Government 
[icy on major issues of the day and sufficiently intimidated not to 
ress opinions contrary to those of the governing political party and, 
the accession of the Prince of Wales to become King George III, he 

was appointed Clerk of the Board of Green Cloth, another sinecure 
designed to see that the King was always aware of how he was expected to 
react to any sudden changes in Government Policy. He was greatly 
influenced by his Great Uncle, the powerful Duke of Newcastle and 
vigorously opposed the expulsion of John Wilkes M.P. for Aylesbury from 
the House of Commons when he refused to withdraw his criticism of the 
King's Speech from the Throne, was convicted of libel and accused of 
being a member of the Hell-Fire Club which held satanistic orgies at 
High Wycombe. 

He also opposed Lord Grenville's Stamp Act which imposed severe 
taxes on the American colonists and ultimately led to the War of American 
Independence declaring passionately that Grenville was treating the 
Americans with "levity and insult" and, with the outreak of civil 
disobedience in the Americas in 1765, he fought the Committee Stages of 
the America Mutiny Bill clause by clause. His fierce loyalty to the King 
also saw him lead the opposition to the Regency Bill when the King was 
declared insane and incapable of carrying out his functions as Monarch. 
When offered a position at the Treasury in the administration of Lord 
Rockingham, he refused it unless William Pitt was also included in the 
Ministry and when Pitt declined to serve under Rockingham, was responsible 
for Rockingham's resignation to make way for Pitt. 

In 1765 at the age of 32 he became a Lord of the Treasury under his 
cousin, Charles and was a contemporary and friend of the greet orator, 
Edmund Burke. He was advanced to the position of Joint Paymaster of the 
Forces and held that office until 1768. Without commanding talents or 
brilliant eloquence, he appears to have been an honest and capable admin-
istrator and if he had no other attributes, he displayed an honourable 
consistency and loyalty during a period of great public corruption and 
dishonesty. In 1767 he was made a Member of the Privy Council but 
resigned all offices in 1768 when he was passed over for the position of 
Paymaster General. 

He was an unapologetic Whig, i.e. a Liberal, and was out of office 
throughout the Tory Conservative ascendancy of Lord North between 1770 
and 1780. During these ten years he was a particular critic of the Tory 
Government's American policy urging conciliation and appeasement at every 
turn and strongly oppused the Tea Duty which he described as "frivolous 
and unnecessary" and which proved to be the spark which set the American 
War of Independence alight in 1775. Throughout the course of the War he 
was second only to the great orators, Charles James Fox and Edmund Burke 
in his condemnation of the conduct of the hostilities. 

It was said of him that his abilities, though respectable, scarcely 
rose above mediocrity, yet he always spoke with facility, sometimes with 
energy and was never embrrassed by any degree of timidity and he maint-
ained a conspicuous place in the front ranks of the Opposition. In 1769, 
Burke had said of him -"Had there been fuel enough of matter to feed that 
man's fire, it would make a dreadful conflagration". During the War of 
American Independence there was no lack of material and he habitually 
reproached the Government in the harshest language. 
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