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Dear Friend and Member, 
The next meeting will be held as follows:- 

DATE: 8pm Friday 16th February 

LOCATION: Council Chambers, Town Hall, Rockdale. 

BUSINESS: 

GUEST SPEAKER: Dr Peter Orlovich will tell the story of Sir Joseph 
Hector Carruthers' struggle to gain recognition in 
England for Captain James Cook and his outstanding 
achievements. 

SUPPER ROSTER: Volunteers please. Members please bring a plate. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: 

TOUR OF MASTER TOUCH MUSIC FACTORY 

Don't miss out! This outing is a delight according to people who have 
done this tour. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DATE HAS BEEN CHANGED FROM THAT GIVEN IN LAST 
MONTHS BULLETIN. IT IS NOW TO TAKE PLACE ON 24TH FEBRUARY. 

"Master Touch" manufactures rolls for that most nostalgic instrument - 
the pianola. We will be given a guided tour of the factory and see how 
the rolls are produced. Our outing will also include a visit to Hugh 
Jones Harpsichord workshop, where this charming predecessor of the 
modern piano is still being made. 

f Bring a picnic lunch and round off the day with a relaxing afternoon 
in historic Petersham Park. 

DATE: Saturday 10.30 am, 24th February. 

MEET AT: 96 Crystal St Petersham. Cost $3.00 

P.Lease contact Bernard Snaran 59171 tatter 5.30pm) to make a booking. 



SIR JOSEPH CARRUTHERS 

Part Two 

In September 1902, Liberal leader Lee resigned and this time, 
Carruthers was the unanimous choice of his Party. He immediately set 
the L5.beral Party away from Free Trade V Protectionism and based it on 
anti socialism and reform. N.S.W. was experiencing its worst drought 
in many years, unemployment was rising and O'Sullivan's grandiose 
public works were placing an intollerable strain on the State finances. 
The Peoples Reform League had been formed which demanded a reduction 
in the number of members of Parliament, curtailment of overseas borrow-
ing and general economy of administration. When the Premier declared 
St. Patrick's Day a public holiday in order to consolidate his support 
among the State's large Irish Catholic population,the worst outbreak 
of sectarianism the State had ever experienced took place and resulted 
in the formation of the Protestant Defence Association led by the fiery 
Presbyterian prelate, Rev. W. M. Dill Macky. 

Under the name of the Liberal and Reform Party, Carruthers now 
embraced most of the principles of the Peoples Reform League. In total 
contrast to his attitude only a few months before, he wielded the 
Opposition into a solidly united unit exhibiting a toughness and a 
political astuteness which amazed even his closest friends. He toured 
the country forming branches of the Liberal and Reform Party and 
attracted many converts from the Progressive Party. Carruthers also 
realized the potential danger of the Labor Party which he trenchantly 
described as "a bunch of parasites fastened onto the backs of the 
country's workers" and sought to pin many of the criticisms of the 
Government on the fact that it was being held captive by Labor. 

Dill Macky's Protestant Defence Association also grew spectacularly 
and began to infiltrate the Liberal and Reform Party to such a degree 
that many Catholic Liberal voters were forced into the ranks of the 
Progressive and Labor Parties. 

Early in 1904, Sir John See resigned as Premier and was replaced 
by Thomas Waddell but practically the whole of 1904 was given over to 
party pre-selection ballots for the State Election due in August. No 
party had more difficulty with these than Carruthers' Liberal and 
Reform Association. The number of seats in the Legislative Assembly 
had been reduced from 125 to 90 and this meant many sitting members 
faced one another in party pre-selection ballots. Protestant and 
Temperance elements exerted great influence in Liberal ballots whilst 
the U.L.V.A. (United Licenced Victuallers Association) was active in 
Labor ones. Hordes of independents, independent Liberals and Unendors-
ed Liberals plagued the official Party and vote splitting in the first 
past the post system of voting threatened to cost Carruthers any hope 
of defeating the combined Progressive-Labor forces. 
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Carruthers campaigned like a man possessed. The Government was 
in deep trouble and when the numbers went up on election night, the 
Liberal and Reform Party had won a narrow majority of the 90 seats. 
The Progressive Party had been decimated and for the first time in N.S.W. 
Labor became the official Opposition. Carruthers offered to fuse his 
Party with the remnants of the Progressives to create a united front 
against Labor but this was rejected. 

He now found himself both Premier and Treasurer and imposed an iron 
discipline on his Ministry and his parliamentary members. Taking advant-
age of the better seasons, he implemented measures of economic recovery, 
aided business, reformed the civil service and cut rail freights. He 
extended local government to all sections of the State except the sparse-
ly populated Western Division, improved the State's financial standing 
overseas and set up the Government Savings Bank of N.S.W.. But his 
period as Premier was no bed of roses. His economies did not go far 
enough for the more extreme elements of the Reform Association and the 
large expenditure for public works provided in his 1904 budget brought 
bitter criticism from that quarter. Failure to act on the liquor quest-
ion brought down upon his head the considerable displeasure of the 
Temperance Alliance and his enlightened industrial policy drew criticism 
from manufacturing interests who claimed he was trying to placate the 
Labor Party. 

Carruthers, however, could be a very determined man and refused to 
be bullied by the extremists. During 1905 his government built up an 
impressive list of achievements. The Education Department was reformed 
and the first Teachers Training College established. The celebration of 
Empire Day was introduced. The Burrinjuck Water Conservation Scheme was 
commenced and Local Option Polls re-introduced. Carruthers balanced the 
State's budget and general prosperity ensued. At the same time he 
incurred the wrath of the Protestant Defence Association when he appoint-
ed a number of Catholics to prominent positions in the Public Service and 
raised it to fury when he flatly refused to bring in legislation to 
compel convents to open their doors for public inspection and to bring 
Catholic industrial establishments under the Industrial Act. He also 
offended many Methodist supporters In his own electorate by declining to 
take action against Chinese market gardeners who worked on Sundays. 

He successfully withstood the backwash of the Royal Commission into 
the Administration of the Lands Department which revealed widespread 
irregularities in land deals by Lands Minister, W. P. Crick, during Sir 
John See's term as Premier. 

Throughout 1906, Carruthers plugged doggedly on ignoring criticism 
of the management of the Railways Department, refusing to be rushed into 
hasty decisions, always steering the middle path. He amended the Gaming 
and Betting Act provoking a head on collision between the "Sports" and 
the "Wowsers", passed the Murrumbidgee CanalsCánstructlon Act which 
allowed the development of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area and provided 
the money to allow sewerage to be extended to the Illawarra Suburbs. He 
induced the banks to lower their interest rates to encourage investment, 
began work on the Mitchell Wing of the State Library and established 
chairs of Agriculture and Veterinary Science at the University of Sydney. 
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Carruthers was, however, constantly vilified by the "Sydney Morn-
ing Herald" which took every opportunity to denigrate hi:s achievements 
and to ridicule him personally. He had made it very clear from the 
commencement of his administration that he, and not the editor of this 
journal would dictate what legislation he put before the parliament. 
He was also criticised by a number of members of the Legislative Council 
who represented the manufacturing interests and did not endear himself 
to them when he snapped that he was thinking of abolishing this Chamber 
as it was nothing more than a haven of rest and replacing it with a 
panel of newspaper editors. 

Despite these detractors, he kept the parliamentary Liberal Party 
and the outside organization solidly behind him and vigorously defended 
his administration at every turn. In May 1907 he succeeded in fusing 
his Party with the Progressives and brought Progressive Leader, Waddell, 
into his ministry as Colonial Secretary and in September, he faced the 
people of N.S.W. for their verdict. The Protestant Defence Association, 
The Temperance Alliance, the Manufacturing Interests and the "Sydney 
Morning Herald" were left with no alternative but to support the Labor 
Party or to hold their peace. Labor accused the Government of being 
nothing more than the voice of the Methodist Church. Dr. Dill Macky 
said Labor was the voice of Rome. Cardinal Moran advised all Catholics 
to vote against any candidate wearing the endorsement of the Protestant 
Defence Association. Voting was particularly heavy and Labor made some 
gains in the suburbs but the tighter and more disciplined Liberal organ-
ization picked up a number of seats lost on a split vote in 1904 and the 
Government found itself returned with a substantially increased majority. 

Carruthers scored a personal triumph in his seat of St. George 
being returned by the greatest majority ever recorded in a State seat up 
till that time. The Labor candidate, veteran campaigner, George Black, 
did not even wait for the poll to be declared. But the three years of 
constant turmoil and criticism had taken Its toll on his never robust 
constitution. Two days before election day he had collapsed after 
addressing a meeting at Baxley. He was desperately in need of rest and 
suffering from increasing deafness and in the face of mounting industrial 
unrest and difficulty in reforming his Ministry, he resigned the Premier-
ship and the leadership of the Liberal Party, leaving almost immediately, 
on an extended visit to England. His Party, the electors of St. George 
and the people of N.S.W. were stunned. 

The Herald could hardly restrain Its glee. In a most patronising 
editorial It regretted his Illness but declared "He has proved himself 
a politician of the most aggressive type, wanting in magnetism and with 
no remarkable amount of tact, often impetuous In his decisions but able 
to carry them into effect with determination". 

Whilst in London, he was offered the vacant Agent General's position 
but declined although he did represent N.S.W. at the Franco British 
Exhibition there. He was also Invested with an honorary doctorate of 
laws from the University of St. Andrews and before returning to Australia 
was knighted by King Edward VII with the K.C.M.6.. In October 1908 he 
resigned his beloved seat of St. George and was appointed to the 
Legislative Council. Not yet 52 and considerably recovered from the 
exhaustion which had caused his resignation as Premier, he became a most 
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active and useful member of that Chamber. He led the Council's 
opposition to the McGowan Labor Government's proposals to tax rents 
and incomes from farming and grazing on freehold land but strongly 
supported the same government's amendments to the Industrial Arbitration 
Act. It was not long before he became the unofficial leader of the 
Non Labor forces in the Legislative Council. 

With the outbreak of the First World War, he threw himself enthus-
iastically into War Charity work and supported W. M. Hughes's efforts to 
impose Conscription. He had moved from Sans Souci to Waverley in 1909 
but continued to be active in Non Labor election committees in the St. 
George district at each election. He supported T. J. Ley against the 
Nationalist Party in 1920. In 1919 and 1920 he chaired the Parliamentary 
Select Committee on the Agricultural Industry of N.5.W., the most extens-
ive and in depth study of its kind ever undertaken in the State and so 
impressed his Party that when Nationalist Premier Holman lost his seat at 
the 1920 State Election, there was a strong move to draft him back into 
the Premiership. He served as Vice President of the Executive Council 
and Government Leader in the Upper House in Sir George Fuller's ill-fated 
Seven Hours Ministry on 21st December 1921 and again in those positions 
in Fuller's Second Ministry between 1922 and 1925. 

He proved a major thorn in the side of the first Lang Government 
between 1925 and 1928 and showed that he had lost none of his political 
sagacity when, even after Lang had swamped the Legislative Council with 
new appointments pledged to vote for its abolition, he was able to get 
50 of the 98 members to petition the Governor for its retention. He 
played no small part in resisting the excesses of the Second Lang Admin-
istration which finally resulted in its dismissal in May, 1932. It was 
Ironic that the same man who had been so savagely criticised by the 
"Sydney Morning Herald" in 1906-1907 was eulogised by that same journal 
in 1932 as "that bulwark against Labor extravagance". 

By now he was nearly 75 years of age and on 10th December 1932, 
shortly before his 75th birthday, he died peacefully at his home, 
"Highbury", in Old South Head Road, Waverley. Apart from his political 
career he had had many other interests. He had been a member of the 
Senate of the University of Sydney and one of the founders of the 
University Union, President of the N.S.W. Chamber of Agriculture, a 
member of the Royal Agricultural Society, a trustee of National Park and 
the National Art Gallery. He was a past president of the N.S.W. Cricket 
Association, played bowls regularly and enjoyed fishing and shooting. 
He was a trustee of the M.L.C. Assurance Company, a director of the 
Kembla Grange and Moorefield Racing Clubs, the National Insurance 
Company and the Australian Widows Fund. He held extensive pastoral 
holdings in mid western and southern N.S.W.. For many years he had had 
a fascination with Captain Cook and was responsible for setting aside 
the Captain Cook Landing Place Reserve at Iurnell as well as being 
chairman of trustees of the Reserve for many years. 

He was survived by his second wife, Lady Alice, three of his four 
sons and four daughters and lies buried in South Head Cemetery. Perhaps 
the most eloquent summation of the life of this outstanding man was made 
by Sir Henry Manning who succeeded him as Government Leader in the 
Legislative Council - "He looked at the world in a big way. He eschewed 
the small things of life and concentrated on the things that mattered. 
He brought to bear a most masterful hand, a most subtle intellect and a 
most persevering energy to every task he undertook". 

R. W. Rathbone 
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