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March, 1989 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The March Meeting will be held as follows: 

Date 	Friday, 17th March, 1989 at 8 p.m. 

Place 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale 

Business General 

Syllabus Item 

Rockdale's Heritage - What does it mean to you? 
Miss Meredith Walker and Mr. Terry Cass are making a study of this 
subject and will share their knowledge with us. 

Supper Roster 	NO ROSTER HAS BEEN DRAWN UP FOR 1989 
CAN YOU PLEASE HELP? 

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE 

Mr. A. Ellis, 	 Mrs J. Price, 	Mrs B. Perkins, 
President and Research Minute Secretary 	Secretary 
Officer 

587 1159 	 587 7407 	 587 9164 

Mrs E. Wright, 	 Mrs E. Eardley, 

Treasurer 	 Bulletin Editor 

599 4884 
	 59 8078 

'Life has no guarantee' There is no guarantee of anything more 
than the moment we have. So, if we don't use today well, then we 
have really got ourselves fooled. 

Our speaker for April will be Alderman Ron Rathbone 



IN/ 

Members might care to look back to 1988 and think about the 
pc-3ers who were generous enough to give their time for our 

pieasure, some travelling quite some distance, this at no cost to 
the Society. 	the following will refresh your memory, your 
appreciation and enjoyment. 

January, 1988 	 Quiz Night 	 Courtesy of 
Mrs Bronwyn Perkins 

February 	 Daisy Bates 	 Mrs Betty Gobdyer 

March 	 Adelaide Ironsides 	Jill Poulton 

(The first Australian female artist to be acknowledged 
overseas) 

Heritage Week 
Origin of the Name of Rockdale Dr. Peter Orlovich 

May 	Australia Day Celebrations in Sydney Peter Sage 

June Stained Glass Kevin Little 

July Election of Officers 

August Buried Alive Arthur Ellis 

Sptember Shipbuilding and Society Vaughan Evans 

October 	Streets of Sydney over the last 100 Noel Thorpe 
Years 

November 	We enjoy a trip overseas with 	- Ald. Ron.Bathbone 

December 	And then to Expo 1988 Peter Sage 

I sincerely trust that you really enjoyed our 1988 Syllabus Items. 
If you have any suggestions for Syllabus Items please pass details 
on to me. 

Eileen Eardley 

A cheerio to the members and friends who are not so well form all 
of us. We hope you will be back with us soon. 



SIR JOSEPH CARRUTHERS & THE CAPTAIN COOK MEMORIAL IN LONDON... 

- Peter Orlovich 
29th October 1984 
Chairman, Botany Bay 

Historic Sites Advisory Committee 
N.S.W. National Parks & Wildlife 

Service. 

An address delivered on the occasion of the 
presentation by Captain Cook's Landing Place 
Historic Site by Mr Graham Carruthers, of the 
correspondence of Sir Joseph Carruthers, in 
1911, relating to the rection of a memorial 
to Captain James Cook in London. 

- Reproduced with permission. 

The name of Joseph Carruthers is intimately associated, 
not only with Captain Cook's Landing Place Historic Site 
at Botany Bay, but with the commemoration of Captain Cook 

in London & in Hawaii. 	
No greater debot of public gratitude 

isdue to any person in Australia more than Sir Joseph 
Carruthers for his untiring devotion to the commemoration of 
the heroic deeds and ahcievementS of Captain Cook. 

He was the longest serving Trustee of Captain Cook's Landing 
Place Trust, having been appointed to the original Trust on 
8 November, 1899, and on which he continued to serve, 
including the period from 1901 to 1911, when he was President, 
until his death on the 10 December 1932. It was largely due 
to his own persistent efforts as Minister for Lands between 
1894 and 1899, that the area which now comprises Captain Cook's 
Landing Place was resumed and dedicated in 1899 for the use 
and enjoyment of tnepublic for all time. 

ir uoseph baa long been interested in the idea of securing 
for tne people the resumption of the historic site at Kurnell. 
In December, 1887, as plans were maturing for the celebration 
of the lUUtn anniversary of the foundation of the colony in 
the following year, Sir Joseph, as member of the Legislative 
Assembly for the seat of CanterbUrY,PrOPoSed (l)to the N.S.W. 
Parliament, that immediate steps should be taken by the govern-
ment to secure a sufficient area as a park reserve at and 
adjacent to the place at Kurnell, Botany say, where Captain 

Cook first landed in Australia. 

If there was any piece of ground in the whole colony to wnich 
historical importance attached, and which ought to have been 
preserved and become a landmark to all posterity, it was, he 
believed, the spot which was the oirthplace of this nation, 
woere civilisation was first brought to our shores; and where 
the great and immortal discoverer first brought within the ken 
and tne power of England, this glorious land. He tnought that 
while tney were considering the question of celebrating the 
first centenary, it would be a blot on their actions and a 
blot on their fame, if they allowed the opportunity to pass 
of reserving for all time, some small area of ground to 
coimnemmorate perhaps the greatest event which had occurred 

10 

their ni story - the event which caused the foundation of the 

colony. 	
It was most apt, he suggested, that this step snould 

be taken at that time, because while they were proposing 
to celeorate the centenary of the colony, they should not 

13 



forget that, although the anniversary of its foundation 
was the 26th January, yet really the establishment of N.S.W. 
as a colony occurred on the 18 January 1788, when Governor 
Phillip with his fleet, anchored in Botany Lay and larded 
at Kirnell. 

in view of the severe financial difficulties then facing tne 

governernnt, and opposition to the expenditure of funds for 
the resumption of land, Sir Jospeh was obliged to withdraw 
the motion. (2) 

It was during Sir Joseph's tenure as Minister for Lands 
between 1894 and 1899, that he took steps to have the land 
resumed, and on the 22 March, 1899, an area of about 35 
acres was initially resumed (3) for the purposes of a public 
part at Kurnell. A further area of Crown Land was subsequently 
added on.the ocean side of the resumed land, and the whole - 
amounting to about 251 acres in all - was set apart and 
dedicated by Executive Council minute on the 1 May, 1899. 
At a ceremony held at the Landing Place on the 6 May, 1899, 
at which Sir Joseph delivered the principal address, the 
Lt. Governor, Sir Frederick barley publicly declared the 
reserve to be the "Captain Cook's Landing Place", which he 
dedicated for the recreation of the people of N.S.W. for 
all time. 

The appointment of the original Trustees - including Sir 
Joseph Carruthers - was announced on the 8 November 1899 (4) 
and, as previously stated, her served continuously on the 
Trust until his death in 1932. His itnerest in, and dedication 

to, the perpetuation of the memory of Captain Cook, never 
wai ned. 

Some two years prior to his death, he published a booK 
entitled "Captain James Cook, R.N., One Hundred and Fifty 
Years After" (5) in which he recalled (6) that he happened 
to have spent many years of his life in the district where 
Cook first landed in Australia, and represented that district 
in the Parliament of N.S.W. for over 21 years. During his term 
of office in Reid Government (1895 to 1 901 ) as Minister for 
Lands, he "rescued from private ownership" a large area at 
Kurriell, the site of Cook's first landing in 1770. 	It had, 
he said, been alienated with an utter disregard of proper 
sentiment in the early days of colonisation in Australia. 
He caused that area to be dedicated for all time as a public 
park, for he considered it to be sacred soil to the people of 
Australia and to the people of the race which produced such a 
ian as Captain Cook. 

He also pointed out that he had acted with good effect in 
other ways. As a result of his letter in 1908 to the London 
"Times" steps were taken towards the erection of the only statue 
to Captain Cook in London. Furthermore, as a consequence of 
his initiating the proposal, the Territorial Government of 
Hawaii was, at the time of publication of his book, dedicating 
to the public the land in Kealakekua Bay, Hawaii, where Cook 
was killed in 1779. 

Furthermore, a suggestion which he made in Honolulu in 1924 
contributed to the movement which eventuated in the Sesqui-
Centennial celebrations in August 1928, in the Hawaiin Isles 
under the auspices of the U.S.Govt. and that of the Hawaiin 

Territory. 	He was specially commissioned by the Prime Minister 
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ralia and tne Con, rnonwealtn Government to attend those 
tions as the representative of Australia. he aid so, 
tne request of the American Commission, he delivered 
ncipal address at the unveiling of the tablet on the 
are Captain Cook died on the 17 February 1779. 

wwaver, in relation to his letter to "The Times" in 
in 1908, and the events which subsequently transpired, 
the occasion of our gathering here today. 

On the 29 September 1908, shortly after his return to Sydney 
from a visit to Europe, he wrote a letter to "The Times" which 
was published (7) in its issue of the 3 November 1908, and in 
which he remarked that during his recent stay in England, ne 
was deeply surprised to learn that in London, the great 
capital city of the Empire, there was no statue, tablet or 
monument to commemorate the life work of Captain Cook. 
London, he ooserved, teemed with its monuments to the great 
dead. 	The absence of any token of national sentiment with 
regard to Captain Cook, was a reproach to England, and an 
Australian going there felt that there was something wrong. 
He felt it more keenly day by day as he viewed the numberless 
monuments, statues and tablets in London. He had, he said, 
spoken to many Englishmen about it, and they admitted that 
it was a glaring ommission on tne part of the nation not to 
nave honoured the memory of a great Empire builder like Cook 
by an adequate monument in the heart of the Empire itself. 

In the 136 years which had passed since Cook had taken 
possession of Australia and New Zealand for the British 
Empire, by which England had benefitted to an incalculable 
extent, yet even up to that time, there had been no effort 
inaae by the country and the race he served so well, to erect 
any monument to worthily commemorate his services. If England 
would do its duty in the matter, he thought he could promise 
that there were thousands of Australians who would gladly join 
in a national movement to honour one of the most illustrious 
men, not only of an Empire, but of the world. They already 
had, Sir Jospeh concluded, one statue and other memorials in 
Sydney, and in other towns in Australia, but that fact woulu 
riot excuse them from joining in a wider honouring of the founder 
of British power in the Southern Seas. 

Sir Joseph's letter elicited responses from several corres-
pondents anxious to point out the existence of memorials of 
one kind or another in various parts of England with which 
Cook had had an association, but it ultimately to be conceded 
by "The Times" (6)  that it indeed appeared to be the case that 
London had not hitherto commemorated the life work of Captain 
Cook by any public statue, tablet or monument. 

Over the signatures of 6 flag-officers who had served as 
commanders-in--chief on the Australian station, "The Times" 
published (9) an appeal to the British public to support Sir 
Joseph's proposal; and it was subsequently reported (10) that 
on the 23rd November 1908, the proposal was brought before the 
executive committee of the British Empire League, by the Rt.Hon. 
Herbert Samuel M.P., who represented the district of Cleveland 
in the North Riding of Yorkshire, where Cook spent his early 
life. 	The executive committee resolved, that, in its opinion, 
it was desirable to promote the erection in London of a memorial 
to Captain Cook, and that a subcommittee should be appointed 
for the purpose. 


