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Deaf Friend and Member;
The. October Meeting will be held as follows:
Date: Friday, 21st. October, 1988 at 8.00 p.m.

- ———

Flace: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Prihces Highway, Rockdale,

————

Business; General.
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appreciated.

Mr. A. mllis Mrs. J. Price ;
: N o ’d R N y‘ 5 t’ Mre. B. Perkins,
President an esFarF finute Secretary. Secretary.
Officer,.

© 587 1159 587 7407 587 9164
hrs. E. Wright, | Mrs. E. Eardley,
Treasurer, ’ Bulletin Editor.
590 4884 | 59 8078

Nothing is so hard to learn, or SO hard to apply as 'Experience'.

Put a value on yourself, if the value is right you will have no trouble to
live with yourself. 'Quote’

GUEST SPEAKER - November - Alderman Ron Rathbone
GUEST SPEAKER - December - Peter Sage



2NsL F i Y0.1 ..ST. GEURGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1988 .. MOWDAY EVENIWNGS .. 5.15 to 5.30p,u,
TAPE 268 .. 5tn Septemoer . Scarborough Park J.Scholer
TAPE 26Y .. 12th Septeuner St.Georye Hospital. J.Scholer
Tape 270 .. 19th Septewoer . Frederick Meredith. H. Loring
Tape 271 .. 26th Septewder . St.George County . H. Loring
Council
TARE 272 .. 3rd Uctooer James Cook Part 1 C. Turner
FTAPL 273 .. i0th Gctober Jaiwes Cook Part 2 . C. Turner
TAPE 274 .. 17tn UOctooer Rosevale Wurseries. C.Wildiny
TAPE 275 .. 24th uctooer Siithson's Wine Bar.J. Price
& Goat Island
fA°Z 276 .. 31st Qctooer . Thowas 3irkby's . C.wilding
Letter
TAPE 277 .. 7th Novewber . Arthur Phillip . C. Turner
Part 1
TAPL 278 .. l14tn November . Arthur Phillip . C. Turner
Part 2
[APE 279 .. 21st Noveiber . The Man & The . A.ellis
Collection ..
fitcnell Library
TAPE 28U .. 28th Novewber srighton.le..Sands J.Price
sPE. 261 5th Jecember . Parramatta River A. El1is
Part 1
TA?E 282 .. 12th vecenioer Parramatta River . A. Ellis

‘nis 1ist couwpietes the weexly Historical Sessions
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sroadcast over 2NsC..FM by tne St.George Historical
since May 1983.

Society,

A sincere thank you to all who nave participated in
sreparation and presentation, week by week.
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INTRODUCTION: Back in 1984, permission was requested of
the Society of Australian Genealogists

to reproduce papers published in "Descent" -
the official Journal of the Society.

Permission has been given both by the authors
concerned and the Society itself. For this
we record our gratitude.

Over the next two years these articles will
appear in the monthly Bulletin of the St.
George Historical Society, and hopefully
whet the appetite for more historical
information and interest.

The Lands Records of N.S.W.

They Came by Convict Transport

Family History Research

Conservation of Historic Records
at Home

The 1828-1856 Gap in N.S.W.
Records.

Historians and Genealogists

. Rookwood Project

. Rev. 0.B.Waldron-McCarthy.

Some of the titles are:

e e o o

This article is the first of what will prove to be a valuable
and interesting collection.

THEY CAME BY CONVICT TRANSPORT

- Vaughan Evans
"Descent"
Vol.9 - December 1979
Part 4.p.126 - 129.
Scy.Austln.Genealogists
With permission.

In the last few months I have received a large number of

shipping enquiries from pecple tracing their family history.

I find it encouraging that so many enquirers look beyond the
"bare bones" of history and seek to learn as much as they can

of the background and circumstances of their families' origins.
In wmany cases the request is merely for guidance as to where to
look for the information required, and it is on this general
topic that these notes are written. These notes cover soime

of the sources of shipping information readily available in

the Society's libprary and many other general reference libraries.

rinding details of a Particular Ship.

Une of the wmost common types of enquiry is where details of

a particular ship are sought. This problem is not usually

as difficult as it might seem. Let us take the easiest case
first: where a convict ancestor is known to have come out to
Sydney on a convict transport. Where does one go from there?

Let us take the case of a fewmale convict from the ship "Minstrel"
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which arrived in Sydney in October 1812. The first step

is to refer to fne late Charles Bateson's excellently
researched book - "The Convict Ships" - first published
srown, Son & Ferguson, Glasgow, in 1959 (second edition
1969), or preferably to the revised and expanded Australian
edition published in 1974 py A.H & A.W Reed in paperback.

In addition to giving a detailed description of the whole
subject of the convict transportation system, Bateson
gives an account of wmany of the actual voyages of specific
convict transports. The dook nas an index which includes
the following major headings of particular use to the
genealogist:

Convictsnamed Shipowners

Exiles, ships carrying Surgeons named
Masters of ships named fransports, convict
Mates named Regiments, British
Naval Agents named Shipbrokers

Ships - carrying exiles (see Exiles)
convict transports (see Transports)
miscellaneous
privateers
storeships
warships (British)
warships (foreign)

Such an admirable index imakes this book a delightful ‘tool’
for research: to trce the "Minstrel's" career as a convict

transport would take only a few minutes. Incidentally this
ship was chosen at random. Bateson has seven references to
this one transport alone. For example:

p.189: "The smartest passages by female transports

were those of the "Minstrel" and the little "Sydney
Cove"... The "Minstrel" was a square-sterned flush-deck
vessel of 351 tons, with an extreme length of 104.5 ft.,
a preadth of 28.9 ft. and a height between decks of 6.9 ft.
A three-master of one and a half decks, she had a quarter
gallery and a wan's figure as a figurehead. She had been
built at Hull in 1810, and two years later went out to
Port Jackson in 143 days, taking 54 or 55 days from
England to Rio, and making a direct passage from Rio to
her destination in 75 days..."

sateson obtained details of the ship froam H.M.Customs & Excise
in London, who supplied extracts frouw the Hull Shipping
Register dated May 1311. He continued:

"At this time as far as available records reveal, only
four convict ships excluding the "Minstrel" had wade
the passage from England or Ireland to Rio in better
than 60 days... Only two other convict ships had
bettered the "Minstrel's" run of 75 days (from Rio
to Sydney), the female transport “Friends" having
taken 72 days in 1811 and the "Sugar Cane" 65 days
in 1793.

In other references (p.202 and 340) we read that the "Minstrel"
sailed from London on 4 June 1812 in company with the
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"Indefatigable", a ship which had embarked 200 male prisoners,
one of whom was re-landed and one of whom died on the passage.
The ship's master on this voyage was John Reid, and the
surgeon Alexander Noble.

For the purpose of the genealogist, this information on the
ship is probably more than adequate. However, the dedicated
researcher may wish to know something of her subsequent
career. Here, Bateson can at least supply details of her
other voyage zs a convict transport. She came out again in
1825 carrying 121 female convicts. Sheleft Portsmouth on

17 April and sailed direct to Sydney where she arrived on

22 August. Her master on this occasion was Charles Ancoll
and her surgeon Hugh Walker. By this time the "Minstrel"
was an old ship, her classification having declined from the
Al of her youth to E1, the lowest classification of all.

For information on other voyages of sucha ship, we can turn
to two main sources, the most convenient of which is J.S.
Cumpston's "Shipping Arrivals and Departures, Sydney 17838-
1825", and the cowmplementary volume under the same title for
the years 1826 to 1840 compiled by Captain I.H.Nicholson.

From Cumpston we find that after discharging her convicts, the
"Minstrel" left Sydney in ballast on 14 January 1813 for
Norfolk Island and the Southern Settlements (from which we
gather that she was one of the ships used to transport the
Norfolk Island settlers to Tasmania on the closure of the
island settlement.)

We also find that she brought out from England as passengers
Lt-Colonel Davey, the Lieutenant-Governor of Van Dieman's Land
and John Oxley, R.N., Surveyor-General. She returned to Sydney
in April, leaving again on 6 July 1813 for Rio and London with
a cargo of sealskins, bullock hides, sperm and elephant seal oil,
tallow, flour, wool and pearl shells. Cumpston also records
that the "Minstrel" came out again from England via Hobart Town
in January 1322 under Captain William Barnes (or Barns),with a
valuaole cargo of merchandise, leaving on 15 February for Penang.

Her second voyage as a female transport is recorded, confiriing
Bateson's inforuwation relating to the 121 prisoners, but adding
that she also brought out a detachment of the 57th Regiment.

She left one month later for Batavia, under Captain Arkcoll(sic).
There is no record of any other voyage to Sydney.

In the event that even more information on the ship is required,
one can refer to "Lloyd's Register", facsimile copies of which
for nearly all years since its foundation in the late 18th
century are available in most large lipraries, such as the
State Library of N.S.W, Macquarie Street Sydney. from the
Register one can obtain confirmation of the tonnage and other
physical details on the ships, of her master and owner, where
and when built and registered, her classification,. her armanent
(in 1812 the "Minstrel" carried 2 six-pounder guns of comion
construction and 8 nine-pounder carronades, the man-killing
short-range guns so popular for use against pirates),and her
current voyage. Tne 1812 Register shows that the "Minstrel"
had wade a voyage to Lisbon before setting off for Botany Bay.
for a full history of the movements of a ship one has to check
through each year's editon of the Register.

5
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A very useful source of information is the series

"distgrical Records of Australia" - complete sets of which

are in many public libraries. Other useful sources are the
published accounts of the early days of the colony, such as
Collins' -"An Account of the English Colony in N.S.W." -

the facsimilie editions of many of which are readily available
to the research worker.

What Did the Ship Look Like?

The bald facts obtained from sources such as those descrived
above fail in one regard: they do not tell us what the ship
looked like. One good way to get an idea of the size of the
ship is to relate her known dimensions to, say, a imodern
Sydney Harbour ferry. A large Manly ferry of the old variety,
such as the "South Steyne", was wmore than twice the length of
the "Minstrel", but the "Lady" class of ferries is almost
exactly the same in Tength and beam. It is not a very
pleasant thought that wore than 120 female prisoners were
packed into about two-thirds the length of such a small ship,
accommodated in a double tier of bunks in a 'tween-deck' witn
headroom of just over 6 ft, for a voyage lasting nearly 5
weary months. If railways are wuore in your line, you can
compare the convict ships with a modern double decker suburban
railway carriage. Such a carriage is approximately 60 ft.
long (19.457 metres), so the "Minstrel" would have been
considerably less than the length of two carriages. There is
about the saime headroom in the centre of the carriages as in
the ship's 'tween-decks'. The carriage can accommodate 94
people sitting down in the centre compartments for the
comparatively short suburban journeys. ILmagine the congestion
on poard the ship, where a comparable area was used for all
purposes over a long voyage. The surprising thing is that

so wany of the transportees survived.

In a future article it is proposed to provide wore clues as

to the appearance of the various classes of ships used as
convict and immigrant ships, to enable the researcher to
differentiate between the various rigs, such as snip - barque -
or brig, and to understand some of the cryptic entries found

in such pooks as"Lloyd's Shipping Register:

It is not often possible to locate a specific portrait of any
particular convict transport or jmmigrant ship, but at least
one cay say with reasonable certainty what was her general
appearance, and can find a ship's portrait that is a
reasonable representation of her class; with this we
generally must be content. :
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