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SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
Registered by Australia Post 6/9 Austral Street,
NBH 0335 KOGARAH 2217
March, 1988
Dear Friend and Member,
The March Meeting will be held as follows:
Date  Friday, 18th March, 1988 at 8 p.m.
Place CouncilVChamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale
Business General |

Syllabus Item

Miss Jill Poulton will give an interesting talk on artist, Adelaide
Ironside, born Sydney 1831, descended from convict forbears, an
excellent illustrated presentation, which you are sure to enjoy.
Miss Poulton also adds that touch of humour.

Supper Roster Mrs Kell and Mrs Welch

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE

Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs J. Price, Mrs B. Perkins,
President and Research Minute Secretary Secretary and
Officer -Publicity Officer
587 1159 587 7407 587 9164

Mrs E. Wright, Miss D. Row, Mrs E. Eardley,
Treasurer Asst. Treasurer Bulletin Editor

599 4884 59 8078

It is so easy to forget that the time jn which we are happy is
never wasted, and that no road which enriches the traveller can

ever be said to lead nowhere.
. The Man Who Sees
E.W.W. 29/11/86

In the old days farming stood strongly upon three sound legs:
The grace of God, the labour of man and the strength of the noble
horse. Today it balances precariously on one leg: OIL

Excerpt from 'The Raven Tree' by Anne Knowles



Pilgrim of Art

Jill Poulton presenting papers relating to
Adelaide Ironside to Councillor Pat Williams,
Mayor of Lambeth, for the Council archives.

RAHS member Jill Poulton recently re-
turned from an overseas study tour to com-
plete her biography of Adelaide ironside,
Australia’s first woman artist to study over-
seas. Bornin Sydneyin 1831 and descended
from convict forbears, Adelaide was rearedin
a secluded bush-cottage on Sydney's remote
North Shore. She sailed for England and Italy
in 1855 to study the works of Old Masters.
Acknowledged in Europe by internationally
acclaimed connoisseurs of art, visited by the
Prince of Wales, and presented with a medal
by Pope Pius IX, this talented young artist died
of tuberculosis in Rome in 1867, aged 35
years. She was buried in West Norwood
Cemetery, London.

Jill Poulton wentto England seeking further
pictures by Adelaide Ironside. Whilst there
she organised a dedication service at the
cemetery at which the Rev Peter Ronayne of
St Luke's Anglican Church, West Norwood,
officiated in the presence of Lambeth's Lady
Mayor, Mrs Pat Williams. A commemorative
gxhibition of Ironside pictures was shown
concurrently at the cemetery gatehouse,
when Jill presented to the Mayor papers
relating to the artist. The biography will be
published next year.

Jill's lecture on Adelaide Ironside was
presented as one of the series ‘Women in
Australian History" at History House on 19
September.
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HERITAGE WEEK, 1988 = 17TH APRIL TO 24TH APRIL, 1988

St.Ceorge Historical Society Activities

o WEDNESDAY - 20TH APRIL 10.00 A.M. TO 2.00 P.M.
Guided bus tour - St.George area in part - Viewing a wide
range of historic homes and sites. Bring own lunch and
flask.

Meet at Rockdale Station, Walz Street, Bexley side

Cost $3.40 per head. Bookings necessary

Telephone: Mr. A. Ellis - 587 1159
Mrs J. Price - 587 7407

2. SATURDAY 23RD AND SUNDAY, 24TH APRIL 12 NOON TO 4 P.M.

Take a guided tour of the furnished home (c.1860) - Lydham
Hall, once the home of Christina Stead - authoress. It is
the second oldest home in the Rockdale Municipality. Well
worth a visit. Provides panoramic view of Botany Bay.

Location: Lydham Hall - Lydham Avenue, Bexley

Entry Fee: 0.50c Afternoon tea - Adults 0.50c
: Child 0.50c

Telephone: Miss B. Otton - 59 4259
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2NBC-FM - 90.1 - ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1988 - MONDAY EVENINGS - 5.15 - 5.30p.m.

TAPE 246 - 4th April - Currency Lass 1 - C.Wilding
TAPE 247 - 11th April = Currency Lass 2 - C.Wilding
TAPE 248 - 18th April = Currency Lass 3 - C.Wilding
TAPE 249 - 25th April - Vintage Years, - A.Ellis
E G.P.0.Tower.
TAPE 250 - 2nd Hay - 200 years ago - A.Ellis
sailed up Pitt
Street.
TAPE 251 =~ 9th May -  Embroidered - J. Price
History
TAPE 252 - 16th May = Fort Street > J.Price
5, School. :
TAPE 253 ”f 23rd May - Golden Grain - J.Scholer
Mineral Resources
InTand Transport
Town Halls and
The Overlanders.
TAPE 254 - 30th May - First Theatres, - J.Scholer

Fire Brigade &
Steam Navigation.
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The session set down for Monday 2nd May begins yet another
| year of historical segments, on a weekly basis from The
f | “ St. George Historical Society, broadcast over Community
’ Access Radio - 2NBC-FM.

Any members wishing to join the list of voluntary readers
please contact: Bronwyn Perkins - Ph:5879164.

An interesting experience in this the Bicentenial Year.

P e S

...............
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A cheerio to our friends who are not so well. Our best wishes to
all for a speedy recovery.

SPECIAL NOTICE

ALL BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE

The St.CGeorge Historical Society is pleased to announce that the
following books, Nos.1l-7 written and illustrated by the late
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are now
available. Book Nos. 8, 9 and 10 have been compiled by
Mrs Bronwyn Perkins.

No.l "The Wolli Creek Valley" Book Nos. 1-8
No.2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" » $2.50 each
plus postage
No.3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady
Robinsons Beach"
No.4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"
No.5 "Our Heritage in Stone"
No.6 "All Stations to Como"
No.7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley”
No.8 "Early Churches of the St.George District"”
No.9 "Early Settlers of the St.George District Book Nos.9-10
Volume 1" $4.00 each

plus postage
No.1l0 "Early Settlers of the St.George District :
" Volume 2"

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING, ALSO MEMBERS BADGES

For ‘your copy of the above books, please contact one of the

following:

Miss B. Otton 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs E. Eardley _ 7 59 8078

Mr. A. Ellis 587 1159

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME

Have you volunteered for the Supper Roster? More help is needed!!!



OF INTEREST =--

- Wentworth Courier - 18th November 1987.
David Austin.
RELICS OF La PEROUSE FOR A LOCAL MUSEUM.

Artefacts salvaged from the wrecked ships of the ill-fated
French La Perouse expedition will be highlights of a new
museum at La Perouse, Botany Bay.

They were presented by the La Perouse Association to the
Minister for Planning and the Environment, Mr Carr, in
a ceremony on Sunday 15th November.

The artefacts, from the 18th century, include an altar stone,
French, Spanish and Russian silver coins, a China dish, a
copper pot, a pewter pot and a pewter goblet.

They will be part of the exhibits in the museum, to be built
inside the old cable station at La Perouse.

Setting for the hand-over ceremony was the La Perouse Cable
Station, which is being renovated stylishly as a maritime
museum in memory of Count Jean-Francois Gallaup de La Perouse,
who landed on Australian soil on 26th January 1788.

Paradoxically, La Perouse's two ships limped into Botany Bay
the moment Captain Arthur Phillip's First Fleet sailed past
theheads at Kurnell to investigate the excellent harbour,
said to be encompassed in Port Jackson.

The ships, L'Astrolabe and La Boussole had set out on a
voyage of scientific discovery in 1785, its main aim being
exploration of the Pacific.

La Perouse and Captain Phillip had a warm udnerstanding, and
for two months, the two commanders watched the birth of a
colony. In March 1788, La Perouse and his two-ship fleet
sailed away, bearing letters from Phillip to his King.

The French vessels were wrecked off Vanikoro in what must
have been a one-in-a-century cyclone.

Most of the artefacts were salvaged from the expedition
site, but the altar stone, a piece of sandstone about 20cm
square, and perhaps 4 cm thick, has an interesting history.

It is in four pieces, which were tracked down from locations
all over the world.

A1l eight items were presented by the Musee de la Marine in
Paris. On hand for the ceremony was the French Consul-

General in Sydney,M Michel Menachemoff, his consular cultural
attache, M Jerome Gante, and his assistant, Mlle Claire
Mesplede, the architect for the cable station restoration

M Guy de Compiegne, thevice-president of the La Perouse
Associaiton, Mr John Holt, the director of the National Parks
and Wildlife Service of NSW, Mr John Whitehouse, the president
of the Legislative Council, Mr John Johnson and Ald.Jack

Lawrence of Randwick Council.
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