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ROCtDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 	 PRICE 5 C 

ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
BULLETIN 

Registered by Australia Post 	 6/9 Austral Street, 
NBH 0335 KOGARAH 2217 

October, 1987 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The October Meeting will be held as follows: 

Date 	Friday, 16th October, 1987 at 8.00 p.m. 

Place 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale 

Business General 

Syllabus Item 

"Carss Park" Our President, Arthur Ellis, will be Guest Speaker on 
this occasion. Arthur is thoroughly conversant with the history of 
Carss Park, which he has researched in depth, reading every 
conceivable document from all available sources. 	We should all 
learn the factual history of this beautiful Park, and lovely old 
home known as "Carss Park and Carss Cottage" 

Supper Roster CAPTAIN - MRS KELL and helper, Mrs Longhurst 

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE 

Supper time is a most enjoyable meeting time and allows you to talk 
with our Speaker and each other. 

Mr. A. Ellis, 
President and Research 
Officer 

587 1159 

Mrs E. Wright, 
Treasurer 
Temporary Only 
599 4884 

Mrs J. Price, 
Minute Secretary 

587 7407 

Miss D. Row, 
Asst. Treasurer 

Mrs B. Perkins, 
Secretary and 
Publicity Officer 

587 9164 

Mrs E. Eardley, 
Bulletin Editor 

59 8078 

People seem unaware that their opinion of the world is also a 
confession of character. 	 Ralph Walds Emerson 

Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom. 
Thomas Jefferson 



cheerio to our friends who are not so well. Our best wishes to 
1 for a speedy recovery. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

T.  BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE 

The St.George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the 
following books, Nos.1-7 written and illustrated by the late 
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are now 
available. 	Book Nos. 8, 9 and 10 have been compiled by 
Mrs Bronwyn Perkins. 

No.1 "The Wolli Creek Valley" 
No.2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" 

No.3 	"Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady 
Robinsons Beach" 

No.4 	"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" 
No.5 "Our Heritage in Stone" 
No.6 "All Stations to Como" 
No.7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" 
No.8 "Early Churches of the St.George District" 

No.9 "Early Settlers'of the St.George District 
Volume 1" 

No.10 "Early Settlers of the St.George District 
Volume 2" 

Book Nos. 1-8 
$2.50 each 
plus postage 

Book Nos.9-10 
$4.00 each 
plus postage 

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING, ALSO MEMBERS BADGES 

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the 
following: 

Miss B. Otton 	 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.) 

Mrs E. Eardley 

Mr. A. Ellis 	 587 1159 

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME 

Have you volunteered for the Supper Roster? More help is needed!!! 



2NBC-FM 90.1 - ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

1987 - Tuesday evenings - 6.30p.rn. - 6.45p,rn. 

Tape 218 - 	11th August - Sesquicentenary of Wm. - 	C. Wilding 
Grant Broughton. 

Tape 219 - 	18th August - Loftus Junction & H. Loring 
Tarzans 	Grip. 

Tape 220 - 25th August - Wm.Grant Broughton - 	C. Wilding 

Tape 221 - 	1st September Historical 	ists - 	H. bring 
Railway etc. 

Tape 222 - 8th September - First 	Wool 	Clippers - 	C. Turner 
Bridge 	etc. 

Tape 223 - 	15th September - 	1st 	Gas 	Supply. 	Graving - 	C. Turner 
Dock,Naval 	Base 

Tape 224 - 	22nd September - 	1st 	Empire Games Aust, 	- D. Sinclair 
Air Force etc. 

Tape 225 	- 29th September - 	1st Aust.MotorInduetry - D. Sinclair 
Jacaranda Festival 	etc. 

Tape 226 	- 6th October - 	1st 	Settlement 	Victoria - C. Turner 
South Aust & West Aust. 

Tape 227 	- 13th October - 	lst.Settle,nent 	Tasmania 	- C. Turner 
Overland Cape York & 
1st 	to 	the 	Centre. 

Tape 228 - 20th October .1st.N.T.ort, 	Settlement 	- D. Sinclair 
Q'ld, 	1st 	Lighthouse 	etc. 

Tape 229 - 27th October 	- 1st 	University, 	Public 	- D. Sinclair 
School 	& 	Pub.Library. 
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P15 FROM .... CURRENCY LASS 

Copyright 1986 
Albatross Books Pty .Ltd. 
P.O. Box 320 Sutherland 2232 

thor: 	Margaret Reeson. 	Used with permission. 

Author's Note: 

Writing to her brother shortly before her wedding day, 19 year 
old Mary Hassall spoke of her feelings. She was in love and 
looked forward to her marriage with the Rev. Walter Lawry, out 
she had no way of knowing what their life together might mean. 

She wrote: "I tremble on the brink as I am just about to 
take a step which will either be my happiness 
or greatest grief and misery thro' life.... 
I feel the deepest unworthiness of the station 
I am soon to fill but hope the Lord will give 
me grace to do his will in all things and fit 
me exactly for an helpmate in all things to my 
dear love, not being an hindrance to his use-
fulness in the smallest matter, but a spur to 
it, and soother of his moments of solitude and 
may we bear each other's burdens and take up our 
cross daily following Christ in all things. 	I 
really do love him more than any other I know 
or did know or wish to be acquainted with ..... 

- Parramatta July 24, 1819. 

Mary Hassall, later Mrs Mary Lawry, was a girl of early 
Australia - a 'currency lass' - born in the colony in 1799. 
This account of her life is a piecing together of the patch-
work of diaries, letters, newspaper articles and reports of 
her day. 

Mary wrote at least 19 letters to her brother, Thomas, between 
1316 and 1825 and Thomas kept them all. The original letters, 
now yellowed but still bearing the imprint of Mary's hand-
writing - sometimes sprawling and emotional - sometimes tidy 
and considered - with original attempts at spelling - can be 
read in the Mitchell Library, Sydney. One letter carries the 
shadow of a long, straight twist of hair, which she sent to 
Thomas and which must have lain undisturbed for generations. 

As well as Mary's own letters, her husband Walter kept a 
detailed diary during his ministry in N.S.W. and Tonga, 1818-
1825, and wrote long letters to his parents - as well as many 
letters to the Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary Committee in 
London. 	In later years he puolished 2 accounts of visits to 
Tonga in 1847 and 1850. 	In these he reflected on the past, 
adding contemporary descriptions of various places and people 
he saw. 

The letters of Mary Lawry's father, Roland Hassall, as well 
as her 4 brothers, are represented in the Mitchell Library, 
Sydney, in collections of family letters and correspondence 
to London Missionary Society personnel in London and Tahiti. 
Letters and papers of such contemporaries as Samuel Igh, 
John Williams, William Carvosso, Ralph Mansfield, Samuel 
Marsden, Lachlan Macquarie and others have also been used. 

When in this book, Mary says, "In my letter to Thomas today 
I wrote..."; "Walter wrote in his diary..."; or some 


