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August, 1987

Dear Friend and member,

The August Meeting'will be held as follows:

Date
Place
Business

Syllabus item

Friday, 21st August, 1987 at 8.00 p.m.
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale
General

Vaughan Evans, in his inimitable way, will tell of:

Supper Roster

"The Background to the First Fleet" You will enjoy this
evening, remembering travels a long way for our pleasure
and enjoyment.

MISS DUNSMORE, CAPTAIN together with Mrs Mendoza and
Mrs Loring.

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE

Supper time is a most enjoyable meeting t1me and allows you to talk with
our Speaker and each other.

There were a few changes in our Office Bearers at the 1987 Elections.

Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs J. Price, Mrs B. Perkins,
» President and Research Minute  Secretary Secretary and
Officer Publicity Officer
4 587 1159 587 7407 587 9164
Mrs E. Wright, " 'Miss D. Row, Mrs E. Eardley,
Treasurer Asst. Treasurer Bulletin Editor
599 4884 59 8078

The best preparation for good work tomorrow is to do good work today

Elbert Hubbard



VINTAGE YEARS

(Courtesy "Vintage Chatter, April, 1987")

As the years progress, you find that places are further away than they
used to be, it's twice as far to the corner and they've made the
footpath uphill. I've given up running for the bus, it goes much faster
than it used to. It seems to me they are making stairs steeper than in
the old days, and have you noticed the smaller print in the newspapers?
There's no sense asking anyone to read it aloud to you, everyone mumhles
so quietly you can hardly hear them.

It's very difficult to reach down to put your shoes on, they make
trousers so tight, especially around the waist, I think they skimp on
the material. ;

Even people are changing. They are so much younger than I was when I
was their age. But then other people my age are so much older, well
they look older than I do. I met an old school mate the other day who
had aged so badly he didn't recognise me. I was thinking about the poor
devil as I was standing in front of the mirror combing my hair. Damned
mirrors aren't even as good as they used to be!

I've noticed as you grow older, you have so much knowledge stored away
that it gets difficult to recall important information, like the Greek
Alphabet or where you left your slippers. This confusion gets very
annoying when you go upstairs to get. something. Halfway up you realise
you've forgotten what you were going to get. You have to decide whether
to back downstairs and try to remember what you needed, or continue
upstairs and look for something that needs bringing down. I usually
resort to sitting on the landing thinking about it, only to discover I
can't remember whether I was downstairs going up or upstairs going down.




A cheerio to our friends who are not so well Our best wishes to all
for a speedy recovery

SPECIAL NOTICE

ALL BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE

The St.George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the
following books, Nos.1-7 written and illustrated by the late
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are now
available. "Book Nos. 8, 9 and 10 have been compiled by
Mrs Bronwyn Perkins.

"The Wolli Creek Valley" Book Nos. 1-8

No.1

No.2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" $2.50 each plus

No.3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady postage
Robinsons Beach"

No.4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No.5 "Our Heritage in Stone"

No.6 "All Stations to Como"

No.7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley"

No.8 "Early Churches of the St.George District"

No.9 "Early Settlers of the St.George District Book Nos.9-10
Volume 1" $4.00 each plus

No.10 "Early Settlers of the St.George District postage
Volume 2"

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING, ALSO MEMBERS BADGES

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Miss B. Otton - 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs E. Eardley : 59 8078
Mr. A. Ellis ' 587 1159 .

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME

- Have you volunteered for the Supper Roster? More help.iS‘needed!!!
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Sesquicentenary of Wm.
Grant Broughton.

11th August

Loftus Junction &
~Tarzans Grip.

18th August

25th August T Wm.Grant Broughton

Historical ]Sts
Railway etc.

Ist September

First Wool Clippers
Bridge etc.

8th September

L |

15th September Ist Gas Supply, Graving

Dock,Naval Base

22nd September Ist Empire Games Aust,

Air Force etc.

1 ]

Ist Aust.Motor Industry

29th September
: Jacaranda Festival etc.

L ]

1st Sett]ement Victoria
South Aust & West Aust.

6th October

Ist.Settlement Tasmania
Overland Cape York &
Ist to the Centre.

13th October

L |

20th October - Ist.N.T.Rort, Settlement
Q'1d, 1st Lighthouse etc.

27th Octobér = 1st University, Public
-School & Pub.Library.

.......................
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THE REAL STORY BEHIND ANNE OF GREEN GABLES...

‘—A Staff Reporter
Sydney Morning Herald
12th August 1976

"So many women say to me that they were brought up on the
Anne books, that I think they have a certain nostalgic
vale", says Mollie Gillen, author of a book about the woman
who wrote Anne of Green Gables.

But Mrs Gillen, who grew up in Australia, had never read
any of the famous Anne girl's books until after she went

to Canada as a war bride. "Thge Anne books had a very big
vogue here, but i was introduced to the Pollyanna books for
sone reason, and the Australian ones - Nora of Billabong,
and Seven Little Australians" she said this week back in
Sydney for a holiday with her family.

Her book, "The Wheel of Things" (Harrap), the story of L.M.
Montgomery, which will be released here soon, was a 1975
Literary Guild choice. The 200 page book began from an

article Mrs Gillen wrote for the Canadian women's magazine,
"Chatelaine", when she was associate-editor and staff writer.

"This was an assignment in 1973 to do a story on L.M.Momtgomery
and then I had so much material it seemed a good idea to do

a new biography; tnere had beennonly - a very slight one done
before. I got the whole book written and ready to submit

and tnen I found 80 letters that she had written to a man in
Scotland, full of all kinds of interesting quotations, and
comuents, and filling in quite a big gap in her life. And

so I had to more or less re-cast the book in a great rush."

The letters, now in the Public Archives in Canada, covered a
40 year correspondnce L.ii.Montgomery had with a Scottish pen
friend. "It was just a pen-freindship, but she did open up
to him becaue her husband (a Presbyterian minister) was not
compatible and I think this was an outlet for some of her
unorthodox views. She talked about what she thought about
education, her attitude to religyion... re-incarnation,
spiritualisam and anything to do with natural beauty. She
was always reving about flowers and tne sea and so on, and
of course, she chatted on about her two- sons. She was very
interested in poetry too, and would rther have been a great
poet than anything else. I think she knew she never could,
but was always striving for it."

L.H.{Lucy Haud), but always known as iaud,Montgomery
(1874-1942) grew up on Prince Edward Island, the setting of
Green Gables, near Cavendish. The house of a cousin where

sihe used to visit has been turned into a Green Gables tourist
museum, with those famous "puff sleeve" dresses in an upstairs
bedroom decorated as Anne's.

"i lot of Anne of Green Gables was wmodelled on her own ;
childnood. If you read her letters, you find her repeating
incidents that she has made use of in the book for either
Anne or Emily, almost exactly the same," Mrs Gillen said.
"ier wother died when she was only very simall and her grand-
mother orought her up. I think she must have based tne
strict 'Marilla' somewhat on her grandmother. ©None of the
charactars of course, were taken directly frow real life

but a lot of incidents were."



