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ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Registered by Australia Post I)J 	4/2-6 •Louisa Street, BULLETIN BIRCHGROVE 2041 

July, 1987 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The July meeting will be held as follows: 

Date: 	Friday, 17th July, 1987 at 8.00 p.m. 

Place: 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale 

Business: 	Election of Office Bearers 1987/88 

Syllabus.1-tem: 	To be decided as time permits, following Elections 

Supper Rdter 	Mrs Lee, Captain and Mrs Abigail 

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE 

Mr. A. Ellis, 	 Mrs B. Perkins, 	 Mrs K. Hamey, 
Presidéñt'ând Research 	Publicity Officer 	 Secretary & Socia 
Officer- 	 Secretary 

587 1159 	 587 9164 	 818 4954 

Mrs E. Wright, 	 Miss D. Row, 	H 	 Mrs E. Eardley 
Treasurer 	 Asst. Treasurer 	 Bulletin Editor 

599 4884 H 	 59 8078 

GIVE LAVISHLY - LIVE ABUNDANTLY 

The more you give the more you get, the more you laugh the less you fret; 
The more you do unselfishly, the more you live abundantly... 
The more of everything you share, the more you'll always have to spare 
The more you love the more you'll find, that life is good and friends are 

kind... 
For only what we give away, enriches us from day to day, 
Therefore let's do things to help each other,it all makes life worthwhile.  



ALDERMAN RONALD WILLIAM RATHBONE, O.A.M. 

Congratulations to you Ron from the President, Arthur Ellis, 

and Members of the St.George Historical Society, on receiving 

"The Order of Australia Medal", Queen's Birthday Honours, 

June, 1987. 

This is a well earned and well deserved Honour, your work and 

interest in the community, particularly in the Rockdale Municipality 

is well known. The Society records with pride the conferring of 

this distinguished Honour on one of its founder members and its 

first secretary. We appreciate your continued interest in our 

efforts to record local history and express our grateful thanks 

to you for being Patron, both past and present. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

Dear Member, 

This, our Annual General Meeting, is very important, do come 

along and lend your support for the purpose of electing Office 

Bearers for the comming year. Without your support the Society 

cannot continue to function. We must also keep in mind the 

Bicentenary in 1988 which is fast approaching. WHAT WILL WE 

DO TO CELEBRATE THIS WONDERFUL OCCASION??? Do give some thought 

to this. 



- 
A Lhr10 to our friend 	WflO are not so well. r Our best wishes 
Lo all for a speedy 	recovery.  

SPECIAL NOTICE 	ALL BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE 

The St.George Historical Society is pleased to 
announce that the 

following books, Nos-1-7 written and illustrated by the late 

Gifford H. Eardley for the Sociey, have been reprinted and 
arc 

now available4 Books Nos-8, 9 and 10 have been compiled by 

Mrs Bronwyn Perkins. 

No 1 "The Wolli Creek Valley" ) 

No. 2 "Kogarab to Sans Souci Tramway" Book Nos 1_c 

No. 3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady ) 

Robinso:s Beach" ) $2.50 each 

No. 4 "Arncliffe to Rexley Tramway" ) plus postage 

No. 5 "Our Heritage in Stone" ) 
No. 6 "All Stations to Como" ) 
No. 7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" ) 

No. 8 "Early Churches of the-St.George ) 
District" ) 

No. 9 "Early Settlers of the St.George ) Books Nos.9-10  
District" 	 Volume 1 

(Price $4.00 plus postage) ) $4.00 each plus 

No-10 "Early Settlers of the St.George ) postage 
District" 	 Volume 2 ) 

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING, ALSO MEMBERS BADGES 

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the 
following: 

Miss B. Otton - 	Telephone 519 4259 (after 8.00 p.m.) 

Mrs E. Eardley - 	Telephone 59 8078 

Mr. A. Ellis 	 - 	Telephone 587 1159 

Mrs K. Hamey 	 - 	Telephone 546 3355 

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME 

Have you volunteered for the Supper Roster? More help is needed!!! 



Q.V.B. ANOTHER SYDNEY JEWEL... 

- The Sydney Morning Herald 
Tuesday 18th November 1986. 

Today the copper-domed Queen Victoria Building standing in 
the centre of the city will take its place again as one of 

the wonders of Sydney. 

After restoration work which took 3 years and cost $75 million, 
the grand building erected as a "municipal market on the scale 
of a cathedral," will be re-opened as a magnificent arcade of 
specialist shops, boutiques, a food hail and restuarantS. 

By luck rather than planning it has survived 90 years of 
neglect, abuse and threats of demolition. For most of this 

century, 
its original galleries, stained glass central dome 

and the huge, barrel-vault skylight have been hidden behind 
a mess of added floors and offices. 

The restoration, carried out by the development company Ipoh 
(Aust) Pty., Ltd., Garden 	

is said to be the most extensive of 
a Victorian public building anywhere in the world. The main 
central dome, which rises 59.7 metres to its cupola has been 
clad with new copper sheathing and its huge stained glass inner 
dome has been replaced. The galleries gleam with shopfrOflts of 

the Victorian era. 

While the central business district of Sydney is being re-
developed rapidly with new glass and concrete towers, the Queen 
Victoria Building will stand as a reminder of the City's 
Victorian era. 

The Q.V.B. will indeed be another jewel in the crown of Sydney. 

-Joseph GlascOtt,EnV1r0r11t 
Writer. 

A grand old lady beats the demoliSherS... 

It was touch and go - says Joseph GlascOtt... 

It has taken Sydney almost 90 years to appreciate the Queen 
Victoria Building, thatgrand edifice of sandstone topped by 

roof domes at the Citys heart. 

When it re-opens to-day (18.11,1986) after one of the largest 
Victorian building restoration works in the world, the people 
of Sydney will regain the spectacular retail centre the city 
fathers intended in 1898. 

Indeed, with the Q.V.B'S rebirth they will gain even more, a 
galaxy of high-fashion houses, boutiques, restuarantS and a 
food hail connected by under-ground and aboveground pedestrian 
arcades to the central shopping district and served to its 
doorstep by public transport and a large car park. 

After serious threats of demolition in the 1950s, the Q.V.B. 
will live again with people walking its vast galleries, after 
years of sad neglect when the architectural glories of its 
interior were either torn out or hidden behind a rabbit warren 

of tacky partitions. 
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From its opening on July 21st 1898 until now, the huge edific 
of elaborately decorated sandstone, built as a market place 
with the spaces and stained glass of a cathedral, experienced 
hard times. 

The great building, described as "the world's most magnificent 
example of a civic market complex" and "a vast palace of 
Byzantine and Romanesque architectural styles", suffered 

ignominy. 

Traders who had moved to the Haymarket district near the railway 
and shipping terminals of Central Station and Darling Harbour 
did not want to return to the new Markets building. 

Even the then modern innovation of large lifts, to take horses 
and carts from street level, to and from the basement, could 
not keep produce merchants in this area, which "The Bulletin" 
mewspaper labelled "the biggest cabbage shop in town". 

Shopkeepers would not pay the high rents for the gallery and 
arcade spaces which the City demanded to recoup the building's 

costs. 

It was a period when Sydney was struggling out of economic 
depression. The population of the city was only about 450,000. 

Perhaps looking for more convivial accommodation, few guests 
patronised the Coffee Palace, a temperance hotel at the Druitt 
Street end of the building. Fewer still turned up to concerts 
and dances in the 500-seat concert ball at the Market Street end. 

The building's fate as a retail/market complex was sealed when 
only a few years later, the City Council built new markets - 
Paddy's Market - at the Haymarket. 

Criticised as an extravagant white elephant, the building entered 
a sorry period of neglect and, worse, alterations and infilling 
as the council sought to find uses for what had become knoWn 

as its giant folly. 

The City Library had moved into the Market Street concert hail 
by the turn of the century. Wine cellars, including those of 
Penfolds, took over the basement. Visitors to the library 

by way of the northern stairs were greeted with a heady aroma 
of musty books and maturing wine. 

The building's sorriest period began when the interior was 
remodelled between 1934738 to house the Sydney County Council, 
the electricity supply authority. 

The huge barrel-vault glass skylight was roofed with galvanised 

iron. 	The long, balustraded galleries were filled in to become 
full floors, the superb stained glass of the great central dome 
was pulled out to provide space for an air-conditioning unit, 
beautiful iron spiral staircases were hidden behind clipboard 
walls and the grand Victorian entrances were redecorated in 
art deco style. 

Having lost its interior grandeur, the building for more than 
40 years became an undistinguished maze of offices. 

But all those years are over. Restored at a cost of $75 
million over 3 years by Ipoh Garden (Aust.)Pty.Ltd., the 
Q.V.B. is about to start the life it has been denied for 88 years. 


