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March, 1987 
Dear Friend and Member, 

The March Meeting will be held as follows:- 

DATE: 	Friday, 20th March, 1987 at 8.00 p.m. 

PLACE: 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale 

BUSINESS: General 

SYLLABUS ITEM: Mr. J. Collins will tell of "Survival on the Burma 
Railway". His own experiences, humorous and interesting. 
You are sure to eiToy this talk. Mr. Collins is a member 
of our Society. 

Supper Roster: Miss D. Row, Captain, with Mesdames Kell & Welch 

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE 

Mr. A. Ellis, 	 Mrs. B. Perkins, 	Mrs. K. Hamey, 
President & Research 	Publicity Officer 	Secretary & Social 
Officer 	 Telephone: 587.9164 	Secretary 
Telephone: 587.1159 	 Telephone: 818.4954 

Mrs. E. Wright, 	 Miss D. Row. 	 Mrs. E. Eardley, 
Treasurer 	 Assistant Treasurer 	Bulletin Editor 
Telephone: 599-4884 	 Telephone: 59.8078 

Ithat was heard to bear was sweet to remember. 

Portugese Saying 

Sometimes I think my mind is getting broader, but then I realise it is 
just my conscience stretching. 

Anon 

Bliss in possessions will not last, Remembered joys are never past. 

James Montgomery 
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2NBC-FM 90.1 	- ST. 	GEORGE HISTORICAL 	SOCIETY 

1987 - Tuesday evenings 	- 6.30p.m. 	- 	6.45p.m. 

Tape 191 - 	3rd February - 	Railway 	Station 	- 	C.Wilding 
Names 

Tape 192 - 	10th February - 	A 	Little 	Piece 	of 	-C.Wilding 
History - 	Homes 

Tape 193 - 	17th February - 	Voices 	of 	- H.Loring 
Australian Women 
Part 	1 

Tape194 - 24th February - Voices 	of 	- H.Loring 
Australian Women 
Part 2 

Tape 195 - 	3rd March - War dead 	are 	- J.Scholer 
remembered and 
Kogarah's Centenary 
& When 	Beef was 	1/7 

Tape 196 - 	10th March - Alfred 	Charles 	- C. 	Abigail 
Thomas 

Tape 197 - 	17th March - 	Insignia 	of 	St.George -L.Abigail 
born 	in 	antiquity 

Tape 198 - 24th March - To Sydney & a Fortune -J.Scholer 
Thomas Holt 

Tape 199 - 	31st March - Question 	Time 	No.1 - 	J Scholer 
(by 	request) 

Tape 200 - 	7th April - Origin & Growth of - 	L.Abigail 

• the Australian 
Police Forces 

Tape 201 - 	14th April - 	St.George's 	Church - 	C.Abigail 
of 	England 	H'ville 

Tape 202 - 	21st April - 	Question 	Time 	No.2. - J.Preddy 
(by 	request) 

Tape 203 - 28th April - 	Question 	Time No.3 - J.Preddy 
(by 	request) 
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I 	SOCIAL NEWS AND EVENTS Quarantine Station Inspection 

Date: Saturday, 21st March, 1987 

Meeting Place: Manly Wharf, Circular Quay (11.15 a.m.) 

Manly Ferry leaves at 11.30 a.m. 

Take light lunch, short walk to Esplanade 

Inspection: 	2.15 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

Cost: 	 $3.00 excluding fares 

A bus will take us to the Quarantine Station and return to Manly. 

Birkenhead Point - Maritime Museum - Inspection 

Date: Saturday, 2nd May, 1987 

Meeting Place: Rockdale Bus Stop, western side of railway station 

Time: 	 11.00 a.m. Bus No. 494 (Departure time 11.15 a.m.) 

Cost: 	 $4.00 (excluding fares and Museum entrance fee) 

Do support our Social Secretary, Kath Hamey, and attend these inspections 
which you will find interesting and enjoyable. 

HERITAGE WEEK - 4TH-12TH APRIL 

8th April, 1987 - A coach tour of part of the St. George District will 
take place on Wednesday, 8th April, 1987, leaving 
the western side of Rockdale Railway Station, where 
the bus stop is at 10.30 a.m. sharp. Mr. Arthur Ellis, 
President of the St. George Historical Society will 
conduct the tour, his knowledge of the District will 
leave you in wonderment, his commentary likewise. 
Cost will be $2.50 per person. If you are interested 
you will be wise to book early. Phone 587.1159, 
818.4954, 59.8078 or to be sure, send a cheque to 
Mr. A. Ellis, .1 Sunbeam Avenue, Kogarah. 2217 
Mrs. K. Hamey, 4/26 Louisa Road, Birchgrove. 2041 
Mrs. E. Eardley, 24 Duff Street, Arncliffe. 2205 
and made payable to the St. George Historical Society. 

10th April, 1987 - General Monthly Meeting of the St. George Historical 
Society, held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Princes Highway, Rockdale. Speaker will be 
Dr. Peter Orlovich, his subject: "Armchair Tour of 
Historic Botany Bay". Illustrated with slides. This 
will be an interesting and enjoyable evening. 

NOTE THE DATE. Friends and Visitors are very welcome. 
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HERITAGE WEEK - 4TH-12TH APRIL 

11th & 12th April, 1987 - Historic "Lydham Hall!?  will be open for 
inspection on these days from 12.00 noon to 
4.30 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
available, also Society Books. 

Do come along and enjoy visiting this lovely 
"Historic Old Home". 

A HAPPY AND ENJOYABLE HERITAGE WEEK TO ALL. 



Jzo 
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A cheerio to our friends who are not so well. Our best wishes 
to all for a speedy recovery. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

The St.George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the 
following books, Nos.1-7 written and illustrated by the late 
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are 
now available. 	Books Nos.8, 9 and 10 have been compiled by 
Mrs Bronwyn Perkins. 

No. 1 	"The Wolli Creek Valley" ) 
No. 2 	"Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" 
No. 3 	"Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady ) 

Book Nos 1-8 

Robinsons Beach" ) $2.50 each 
No. 4 	"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" ) plus postage 
No. 5 	"Our Heritage in Stone" ) 
No. 6 	"All Stations to Como" ) 
No. 7 	"Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" ) 
No. 8 	"Early Churches of the St.George ) 

District" ) 
No. 9 	"Early Settlers of the St.George ) 

District" 	 Volume 1 Books Nos.9-10 

(Price $4.00 plus postage) ) $4.00 each plus 
No.10 	"Early Settlers of the St.George ) postage 

District" 	 Volume 2 ) 

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING. ALSO MEMBERS BADGES 

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the 
following: 

Miss B. Otton 	- 	Telephone 59 4259 (after 8.00 p.m.) 

Mrs E. Eardley 	- 	Telephone 59 8078 

Mr. A. Ellis 	 - 	Telephone 587 1159 

Mrs K. Hamey 	 - 	Telephone 818 4954 

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION AS FROM JULY, 1986 	(Have you overlooked yours???) 

$7.00 per Member 	 $10.00per family 

Will any other ladies who are interested to help on our supper 
roster please give me their names. We need volunteers. Will you 
help please? 	

E. Eardley. 



CHRIST CHURCH - BEXLEY 

CENTENARY 1887 - 1987 ,.. 

Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney 

The following information is taken from the Centenary Brochure 
printed for the Centenary Service held Sunday 22nd February, 
1987 at 10.3'Oa.m. 

This brief history contains such facts as are likely to be of 
interest to both former and present parishioners. 

1839 	First permanent crossing over Cooks River for traffic 

1860 	Bexley township began to develop 

1885 	Open-air services held in Princes Street near White's 
brick kiln 

1886 	Foundation stone set at Christ Church, Bexley by The 
Right Reverend Alfred Barry, DO, DCL, Primate of 
Australia. 

1887 	Dedication service of Christ Church by The Right Reverend 
Alfred Barry, DD, DCL, Primate of Australia 

1887 	Rev William Harris Saunders licensed to Christ Church 

1888 	Rev Charles James Bing licensed to Christ Church 

1889 	Parish of St. George formed 

1905 	Rev James Howell-Price licensed to Christ Church 

1910 	Rev Henry Thomas Holliday licensed to Christ Church 

1916 	Christ Church parish hall opened 

1919 	Separate parish of Bexley established 

1921 	Rev Robert Lyle Houston licensed to Christ Church 

1924 	Christ Church rectory erected in Dunmore Street; 
foundation stone set by The Most Reverend John Charles 
Wright, DO, Archbishop of Sydney,  

1930 	Additions of vestries and chance] completed 

1936 	Christ Church consecrated by The Most Reverend Howard 
West Kilvinton Mowll, Archbishop of Sydney 

1936 	Rev Walter Ernest Maltby licensed to Christ Church 

1937 	Christ Church Golden Jubilee 

1947 	Christ Church Diamond Jubilee' 

1956 	Christ Church Choir affiliated with The Royal School 
of Church Music 
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1964 	Rev Bryce Clement Wilson licensed to Christ Church 

1968 	Rev Ronald Ross Gibson licensed to Christ Church 

1979 	Rev Keith Noel Grisdale licensed to Christ Church 

1887 - 1987. 

Thanks to Mr E Herbert Bates, from whose detailed 
history of Christ Church, Bexley, these notes 
have been taken. 

The building of the church was made possible through the 
faith and vision of early pioneers, benefactors and members 
of this and other parishes in the area. 

Early records reveal that a decision to build an Anglican 
church at Bexley dates from 1885, open-air services were 
being held under a large tree near White's brick-kiln on a 
track now known as Princes Street. Late that year two 
parcels of land were purchased on the corner of Dunmore 
and Albyn Streets and soon after building began. 

When completed the church was generally considered to be a 
very pleasing and suitable house of worship. Built in the 
intransitive Gothic style of architecture, with lancet-headed 
windows and openings, it was originally a single nave church 
with a long level ridge running continuously between the 
western and eastern gables. The bell-tower over the entrance 
porch and the carved Cornish crosses above the west door 
and on the peak of the eastern gable were part of the early 
building. 

Later the chancel and choir were enlarged and the two vestries 
added, with a bold arch dividing the chancel and choir from 
the nave. 

First of the beautiful stained glass windows were installed 
in the newly-completed church - three in the sanctuary and 
one in the nave. Over many years the remaining windows 
have been added, some the gift of parishioners and others as 
meiorials. 

Of interest in this centenary year is the window near the font. 
This "The Children's Window", was set in place 50 years ago 
at the time of the Golden Jubilee. 

The window near the pulpit, "Paul the Preacher", was dedicated 
at the Diamond Jubilee to commemorate the ministry of the 
rectors who served here between 1887 and 1947. 

Many of the first ornaments and utensils used in the church 
were made by its members, an indication of their creative 
vision and skill. 	The holy table was carved by a current 
parishioner, Mr Keith Ross. 

From the start music played an important part in services 
and in.a short time the original small organ was replaced 
by the large pipe organ from All Saints Cathedral, Bathurst. 
Recently this organ was found to have deteriorated and was 
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replaced by a fine electronic Conn organ, the gift of Mrs 
Daisy Leck and the Chapman family, whose parents had been 
in the choir and Sunday School for many years. 

Today we praise God for the faith and vision of those who 
founded our church and the uany who served here over the 
past 100 years. Like them we look to the future with faith 
and hope. 

Church Officers - 

1885 	Rev.H.D.Kelly - Rector of the Mother Church in the 
Parish of St. George 

1887 	Rev.Wi]liam Harris Saunders 

The First Parochial Council of Christ Church, Bexley - 

Charles Burney 	Joseph Davis 	Frederick Gibbons 

Henry Kinsela 	Thomas Leeder 

Alexander Milsop 	Thomas Milsop 	George Preddey 

Henry Tidswell 	David White 


