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SPONSORED BY 

ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Registered by Australia Post 	BULLETIN 	563A Princes Highway, 
N.B.H. 0335 	 BLAKEHURST 2221 

November 1986 

Dear Friend and Members, 

The November meeting will be held as follows: 

Date: Friday, 21st November, 1986 at 8.00 p.m. 

Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale 

Business: General 

Syllabus Item: 	Vaughan Evans, a very good friend of the Society will be Guest 
Speaker. He has chosen to speak on - "A Migrant Remembers: 
My trip to Australia as a Migrant in the New Australia, Januar,  
1955 

Supper Roster: 	Captain: Miss Row, together with Mrs Lee and Mrs Abigail 

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE. THANK YOU LADIES 

Mr. 	A. 	Ellis, Mrs B. 	Perkins, Mrs K. Hamey, 
President & Research Publicity Officer Secretary 
Officer 

Telephone: 	587 1159 Telephone: 	587 9164 Telephone: 546 5640 

Mrs E. 	Wright, Mrs K. Hamey, Mrs E. 	Eardley, 
Treasurer Social 	Secretary Bulletin Editor 

Telephone: 	599 4884 Telephone: 546 4650 Telephone: 	59 8078 

Miss D. 	Row, Assistant Treasurer 

According to Dr. Melford Funk the following are the most expressive words in the 
English language: 

The most bitter 	- 	Alone The most reverend - Mother 	The warmest 	Friendship 
The most tragic 	- 	Death The saddest 	- Forgotten The coldest - No 
The most beautiful 	Love The most cruel 	-Revenge 
The most peaceful - Tranquility 

The three sweetest words in the English language are: Cheque enclosed herewith 

Friendship Book 1971 
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A ch(erio to our Iruinds who are not so we] I. Our best wishes to 
a I I for U speedy recovery. On a sad note, Mr. Steinfurth and 
Mr. Welch are no longer with us. Our deepest sympathy to their 
loved ones. 

SPECIAL NOTICE ALL BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE 

The St.George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the 
following books, Nos.1-7 written and illustrated by the late 
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are 
now available. Books Nos.8, 9 and 10 have been compiled by 
Mrs Bronwyn Perkins. 

No. 1 "The Wolli Creek Valley" ) 

No. 2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" Book Nos 1-8 
No. 3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady ) 

Robinsons Beach" ) $2.50 each 

No. 4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" ) plus postage 

No. 5 "Our Heritage in Stone" ) 

No. 6 "All Stations to Como" ) 

No. 7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" ) 

No. 8 "Early Churches of the St.George ) 
District" ) 

No. 9 "Early Settlers of the St.George ) Books Nos.9-10  
District" 	 Volume 1 

(Price $4.00 plus postage) ) $4.00 each plus 

No.10 "Early Settlers of the St.George ) postage 
District" 	 Volume 2 ) 

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING, ALSO MEMBERS BADGES 

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the 
following: 

Miss B. Otton 	- 	Telephone 59 4259 (after 8.00 p.m.) 

Mrs E. Eardley 	- 	Telephone 59 8078 

Mr. A. Ellis 	 - 	Telephone 587 1159 

Mrs K. Hamey 	 - 	Telephone 546 3355 

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME 



2NBC-FM 	ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 	J 986  

TAPE 186 	- 18th November - James Cook - Part 2 	- Charles Turner 

(by request) 

TAPE 187 	- 25th November James Cook - part 3 	- Charles Turner 

(by request) 

TAPE 188 2nd December Arthur Phillip 	- Part 	1 M.D.Fleming 
(by 	request) 

TAPE 189 9th December - Arthur 	Phillip 	- Part 	2 - 	M.D.Flemiflg 
(by 	request) 

TAPE 190 - 	16th December - 	Arthur 	Phillip 	- Part 3 M,D.Flemiflg 

(by request) 

These historical segments finish for 1986 on 16th December. 
The Society sincerely thanks 2NBC-FM for allowing us to take 
part as they do, and also thank all readers, without whom the 
programme would not go to air. 

Hopefully, we shall resume transmission February 1987. 



PERSISTENCE REWARDED - PART II - 

- K.A.Johnson (Councillor) 
Newsletter of the 
Royal Australian Historical Society 
No.2 - New Series - 
April 1981. 

DAVID SCOTT MITCHELL, M.A. (1836 - 1907) 

The first Patron, David Scott Mitchell, son of Dr. James Mitchell 
was born on 19 March 1836, in what was part of the Sydney Infirmary 
(now Parliament House) Macquarie Street, Sydney, very close to where 
his great library of Australiana is now housed. 

Mitchell was one of the first graduates at the Sydney University. 
He obtained a B.A. Degree in 1856 and M.A. in 1859, the latter in 
the first batch of higher degrees, was conferred in the University's 
Great Hall the day it was opened, when young W.H.H.Yarrington recited 
his prize-winning Ode to Captain Cook. This event was no doubt 
recounted in latter years by Mitchell and Yarrington. 

Although admitted as a barrister at law, Mitchell never practised, 
he managed properties he inherited on the HunterRiver as a younger 
man. He collected books and pamphlets on Australia for at least 
twenty years. His father could have been responsible for his interest 
in books. Dr Mitchell was on the Committee of the Australian 
Subscription Library from 1832 to 1852, likewise the Australian Library 
and Literary Institution in 1853. In 1854-55 he was Vice President 
and President from 1856 until his death in 1869. The Institution 
became known as the Public Library of New South Wales from 1870 until 
1975. 

D.S.Mitchell did not marry: probably his closest personal friend was 
iis cousin Rose Scott, the social reformer and champion of women's 
rights. He died on 24 July, 1907, was the Mitchell wing of the Public 
Library of New South Wales was nearing completion, but it was not ready 
to receive his magnificent benefaction for three years. Only six months 
prior to his death Mitchell had acquired the substantial Australiana 
collection of Alfred Lee. Mitchell was imbued by the national significance 
of the enormous collection of Australiana that had been amassed: over 
70,000 volumes as well as a large collection of manuscripts, maps and 
pictures. Possibly this is why he wished to be Patron of the Australian 
Historical Society at the time of the Federation of the Australian States 
but the visits to his home in Darlinghurst Road by Yarrin.gton, Lee and 
Edward Stack were probably his main contats -with the Society. 
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ANDREW IIOUISON, B.A., M.B.,Ch.M.,_(1850-1912) 

The Foundation President, Dr Andrew 1-loulson, born at Macquarie 
Street, Parramatta on 1 January, 1850, was the youngest son 
of James Houison, a prominent builder of Parramatta, responsible 
for the enlarged St. John's Church, the erection of All Saints 
Church, Parramatta Gaol and the other fine stone buildings in 
Parramatta. 

Dr Houison graduated B.A. from Sydney University in December 1868 
(i.e. before his 19th birthday) and M,B., Ch.M from the University 
of Edinburgh in 1873. He returned to practise in Sydney from 
1874. For the 35 years from 1.877 until 1912 that he was Secretary 
of the New South Wales Medical Board, he did not miss a single 
meeting (ne doubt he convened meetings at times convenient to the 
secretary!) 	He was a prominent Church of England layman. 
Dr Flouison died at his home, 47 Phillip Street, Sydney, on 27 
August 1912. He had been a Councillor of the Australian Historical 
Society since its inauguration and served as President in 1901 and 
1908. Mr J.K.S.Houison, a later President and Honorary Secretary 
and member of the Society from 1921 to 1968 was a great-nephew. 

The three Vice Presidents in 1901 had each arrived in Sydney as 
young men, many years previously.. Selfe and Yarrington from England 
in 1855 and 1841 respectively and Lee, a younger man, from New 
Zealand in 1874, after seven years' residence there, 

NORMAN SELFE,M.I.C.E. (1839-1911). 

Norman Selfe, the sone of Henry and Elizabeth Selfe, was born 9 
December, 1839, at Kingston-on-Thames, England. In January 1855, 
the family accompanied a consignment of cargo with which Henry 
Selfe set up business in Sydney.. Norman, his elder son, had been 
educated for the engineering profession, he was employed by the 
firm of Peter Nicol Russell. Among his numerous achievements as 
a Civil Engineer were the plant at the historic Shale mine at 
Hartley Vale; design and construction work with the Australian 
Gaslight Company and the Morts Dock and Engineering Company. He 
introduced the ice making machine into New South Wales, the first 
elevators to he used in Sydney and a new system of wool pressing. 
Many of the deep sea wharves in the Port of Sydney were planned 
by Selfe. In 1903 he designed a bridge that it was proposed should 
be built from Sydney to the North Shore. He prepared plans for the 
remodelling of Sydney and advocated the construction of a circular 
railway in the City. Norman Selfe was responsible for the 
establishment of the first classes in technical education at the 
School of Arts, Sydney. He became first Chairman of the Boardo.f 
Technical Education, but resigned in April, 1888 after a rebuke by 
the Minister of Public Instruction. The Secretary of the Board 
from 1883 to 1890 was Edward Dowling, who was also connected with 
the foundation of the Society. 

Selfe was active in the Royal Society of New South Wales, was President 
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of this Society in 1902 and was associated with it from its 
foundation until his death on 15 October 1911, at Normanhurst. 
The suburb previously known as Hornsby, of which he owned 10 
acres, was renamed in his honour. 

Ills younger daughter, Miss Norma Selfe, who has entered her 
89th year of age, still resides in the family residence erected 
there in 1893. The elder daughter, Miss Rhoda Jane Selfe, at 
the age of eighteen was one of the first three women members of 
the Australian Historical Society in 1901. 

WILLIAM HENRY HAZELL YARRINGTON, M.S., LL.B., (1839-1922). 

The Reverend William Henry Hazell Yarrington, the son of Frederic 
Kirby Yarrington and his wife Elizabeth Hazell, was born at 
Norwich England on 4 July 1839 (he was the same age as Selfe). He 
arrived in Sydney in 1841 with his parents who set up business as 
a bookbinder and bonnet maker respectively. At the opening of the 
Great Hall at the University of Sydney on 18 July 1859, after 
degrees were conferred, Yarrington, then twenty, as winner of the 
W.C.Wentworth prize for Poetry recited is poem "Cook Meditating on 
Australia's Future". This early interest in Australian history 
remained with him throughout his life. He was ordained a deacon 
of the Church of England by Bishop Mesac Thomas of Goulburn in 1870 
and a priest in 1872. Yarrington served as a minister at Balranald, 
Yass, West Maitland and Burwood during the ensuing forty years and 
as a relieving clergyman, mainly in the Diocese of Sydney, during 
his retirment. W.H.H. Yarrington graduated from Sydney University B.A. 
in 1876, M.A. in 1879, and LL.B. in 1887. 

He had edited an anthology of miscellaneous prose and verse published 
in Sydney in 1868. He published other poetry, numerous sermons and 
theological pamphlets together with papers of an historical nature 
for the Society's journal. Yarrington was President of the Society 
in 1903 and 1910 and associated with it from its foundation until 
his death at Mosman on 11 April, 1922. The learned clergyman was 
buried at the Gore Hill Cemetery as were Selfe, Stack and Bladen 
a decade earlier. 

He was responsible for the Society's motto: VETERIS NON INSCITUS 
AEVI: which translated is an appropriate motto: "Not forgetful of 
the times that are old". 

The Rev. Clive Yarrington, Rector of St. Clement's Church, Mosman, 
from 1907 to 1937 was his son, a grandson was also a clergyman. It 
is significant that the Rev. Yarrington Snr, was the Rector of St. 
Clement's, Yass at the time Alfred Lee and Minnie Dodds were married 
there in 1879. A friendship of more than forty years had commenced, 
a fortunate occurrence for the future Australian Historical Society. 
It is fitting that both Yarrington and Lee became Vice Presidents 

of the Society in Sydney in 1901, despite the difference of nineteen 
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years in their ages. It seems likely that Yarrington's interest 
in history influenced the young couple. 

ALI:PLI) LEE (1358 - 1)23) and MINNIE LEE (nee Dodds) (1860 - 1938) 

In my view both Mr 4 Mrs Lee deserve to be treated as Founders of 
the Society. The failure of the Society to recognise Minnie Lee, 
its first Lady member, as a Founder was surely a remarkable omission. 
The time has come to remedy it. Mrs Lee had been active during the 
inception period as well as the tough early years following the 
inauguration of the Society; she was undoubtedly a Founder. 

Alfred Lee was born near Dublin, Ireland on 8 June, 1858, the eldest 
surviving son of Frederick Norman Lee, who took up land in New 
Zealand in 1867. Alfred attended Grammar School in Christchurch and 
Auckland. Aged 16 years he came to Sydney alone with pounds 10.0.0 
to make his mark in the business world; it happened remarkably 
quickly. He was employed by Enoch Taylor and Co. Boot and Shoe 
Importers, established in Australia since 1860. Within a decade of 
his engagement Lee was Manager for Australia and in 1888 he became 
senior partner of the company. 

Alfred Lpe and Minnie Dodds as previously mentioned, were married 
in Yass in 1879 by the Rev. William Yarrington. Minnie Dodds was 
born on 7 April 1860, at Cros Nest Cottage. Her parents, Henry and 
Harriet Ann Dodds, had leased the historic North Shore dwelling 
the previous year from the merchant, Alexander Berry. Mrs Lee was 
known to be a great reader. She became a member of the Women Writers' 
Association and wrote a History of Australia for Schoolchildren. It 
was not published but has been used by her descendants. According 
to Lees' daughter, Mrs Norah St. George Butler, in an account of her 
parents' achievements, written in 1958, her father's friend, Frank 
Bladen, the Editor of Historical Records of New South Wales who 
became what is now known as the State Librarian, exercised some 
influence over her Lather's book collecting. The Lees amassed at 
their home, Glen Roona, Penkivil Street, Bondi, over a period of 
almost twenty years, a fine collection of Australiana. The collection 
attracted the attention of David Scott Mitchell, especially when 
Lee's overseas agents beat him to some prize. A typical example 
was the acquisition by Lee in London in 1888 of the handwritten 
journal of Sir Joseph Banks that had been in the possession of J. 
Fienniker-Heaton, the compiler of the Australian Dictionary of Dates 
(published in 1879). Mitchell made known his great interest in 
the prize The circumstances surrounding the purchase by Mitchell 
of the entire Lee collection at the end of 1906 are of interest. 

I attach considerable significance to the fact that these two 
Founders of the Australian Historical Society amassed independently 
in Sydney what became the finest collection of Australiana in the 
world. 


