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Dear Friend and Member,

The July meeting will be held as follows:

Date: Friday, 18th July, 1986 at 8.00 p.m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes‘Highway, Rockdale
Business: ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS - 1986/1987

Syllabus Item: Alderman Ron Rathbone, Mayor of the Municipality of
Rockdale, and primarily responsible for the formation
of the St.George Historical Society, will be our Guest
Speaker. You can be sure of an interesting and
entertaining evening, interspersed with much humour
on this, our 25th Anniversary.

Supper Roster: Mrs Kell, Captain, with helpers Mrs Welch and Miss D. Row

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE

Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs B. Perkins, Mrs K. Hamey,
President & Research. Publicity Officer Secretary

Officer

Telephone: 587 1159 _ Telephone: 587 9164 Telephone: 546 3355
Mrs E. Wright, SOCIAL SECRETARY??? Mrs E. Eardley,
Treasurer PLEASE!! ! Asst. Secretary &
Telephone: 599 4884 2l lenin BdiGor
Miss D. Row, Asst. Treasurer Telephone: 59 8078
The true method of design is always growth Anon.

To know aught is a merit, it is a fault not to desire to learn Anon.




25TH ANNIVERSARY

ST.GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CELEBRATION LUNCHEON TO BE HELD ON “BASS AND FLINDERS"
RIVERBOAT (WITH COMMENTARY).,

SATURDAY, 23RD AUGUST, 1986
12.30 P.M. TO 4.00 P.M.

CosT - $20 (LUNCHEON INCLUDED ALSO NIBBLES ETC. ON ARRIVAL)
COME ALONG AND HAVE A LOVELY RIVER,TRIP ON OUR BEAUTIFUL
GEORGES RIVER. HELP TO MAKE OUR SILVER ANNIVERSARY SOMETHING

TO REMEMBER.

TO MAKE OUR BOOKING SECURE WILL YOU LEAVE A DEPOSIT WITH
OUR SECRETARY, MRS KATH HAMEY, AT OUR JULY MEETING.

FURTHER DETAILS - MRS K. HAMEY 546 3355



A cheerio to our friends who are not so well. Our best wishes
to all for a speedy recovery.

SPECIAL NOTICE

The St.George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the
following books, Nos.1-7 written and illustrated by the late
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are
now available. Books Nos.8, 9 and 10 have been compiled by

Mrs Bronwyn Perkins.

(Price $4.00 plus postage) ,
No.10 "Early Settlers of the St.George
District" Volume 2

$4.00 each plus
postage

No. 1 "The Wolli Creek Valley" )
No. 2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" )
No. 3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady ) Boole Nos.1-8
Robinsons Beach" ) $2.50 each
No. 4 '"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" ) plus postage
No. 5 '"Our Heritage in Stone" )
No. 6 "All Stations to Como" )
No. 7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" )
No. 8 "Early Churches of the St.George )
Distriet" ‘ )
No. 9 "Early Settlers of the St.George
District" Volume 1 3 Books Nas.9-10
)
)
)

ALL BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR MEETING, ALSO MEMBERS BADGES

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the
following:

Miss B. Otton - Telephone 59 4259 (after 8.00 p.m.)
Mrs E. Eardley - Telephone 59 8078
Mr. A. Ellis - Telephone 587 1159

Mrs K. Hamey - Telephone 546 3355

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION AS FROM JULY, 1986

$7.00 per Member $10.00 per family
At the July Meeting will ladies who are intereSted to help on

our supper roster please give me their names. We need volunteers
will you help please? A book will be passed around.

E. Eardley



2NBC FM 90.1 - ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1986 - Tuesday evenings - 6.30 p.m. - 6.45 p.m.
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INSIGNIA OF ST. GEORGE WAS BORN IN ANTIQUITY

- St. George and
Sutherland Shire
Leader.
19th August 1970.

Naming of the St. George area followed the pattern of other
Sydney parishes, whereby the names of English saints were
used to honor well-known identities.

Accoring to records, the parish of St. George was named
after King George III of England.

"First recorded naming of the district was in an 1831 land
grant.

A small wooden church situated in Forest Road, Hurstville,
was established in 1856 and was the first church named after
St. George.

'Now—afdays, the St. George County Council, St. George Hospital
and St. George Rugby League Club use the St. George and
thedragon crest on their emblems. '

The crest is derived from Pistrucci's famous coin represent-
ation of St. George and the dragon. ;

History records St. George as having been a tribune in the
Roman Army. He reproached Emperor Diocletion for persecution
of Christians and was executed on 23rd April AD 290 or 304,
after which he was declared a saint by the Christians.

An early Christian church was dedicated to St. George at Lydda,
in Palestine, place of his martyrdom.

The first appearance of a design similar to the subsequent

St. George emblem, was on a silver coin of Patraos, minted

about 340-315 BC. The Paeonians were a semi-barbarous tribe
lTiving north of Macedonia in Greece. Raids were made frequently
on the Macedonians to steal treasures.

The symbol on the coin represents a raid on the Macedonians.
The attitude of the horseman was strikingly similar to the
modern St. George design.

Macedonia became a Roman province in 168 BC, with the defeat
of King Perseus. Barbarians from Macedonian tribes were
drafted into the Roman army. Among them were Thracian
cavalrymen, descendants of fierce mountain tribes from
northern Greece.

More than 200 years later in AD 43, Emperor Claudius and
the Roman army invaded England. Rufus Sita, a Thracian
cavalryman of the sixth cohort, was killed. His tombstone
found in Gloucester, England, shows a carving of a horseman
attacking a Briton. The carving closely resembles the
composition of the coin of Patraos struck 350 years before.

Tribes on the borders of the Roman Empire were always
troublesome and regular campaigns were undertaken against them.
The success of these campaigns was recorded by issuing



o
commemorative coins by the Roman Emperor.

Emperor Trojan AC 98-117, issued a coin to commemorate
the Roman victory over the Dacians, a tribe who occupied
land north of the Danube.

Emperor Lucius Verus (AD 161-169) issued a coin in AD 165
of similar type to the Trojan coin for his victory over the
Armenians. '

Both these coins show a man on horseback spearing a member
of the opposing tribe.

Constantine the Great, in AD 322 was rewarded for victories
over barbarians with the title "the vanquisher of barbarian
nations". A representation of the Roman Emperor riding

down barbarians occurs frequently on the coinage of the period.

In ages to come a legendary dragon was substituted as
the enemy.

The next mention of the St. George crest was in 1097 at the
time of the Crusades.

In November, the Pope summoned a council in Clerimont, France,
for all Christians of Europe to take action against the loss
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. Jerusalem was over-run
soon after AD 1000 by the Seljuk Turks driving the Greeks

out of Asia Minor.

The Turks embraced the Muslim faith, but unlike the Afabs,
they stopped the Christian pilgrims from entering Jerusalem,
the Holy Land the sacred Christian shrines.

During the first Crusade, St. George, the soldier saint,
became popular with the knights who could see in his
martyrdom, the counterpart of their won struggle for
Christianity.

The Tand from Constantinople to Palestine, is rich in
association with St. George.

The short stretch of water between Europe and Asia, was
called St. George's Sound.

In 937 the small kingdom of Abasgia was re-named

Georgia, in honor of St. George. Georgians often came to
the aid of Christian Crusaders by attacking the Turks in
the rear. These actions gave rise to legends of divine
intervention.

Help coming to the Crusaders when in need of assistance
seemed like a miracle leading them to believe St. George
had come to their rescue.

A similar legend was written around the battle of Antioch
in “FO99

An interesting representation of the battle occurs, in a
small church at Fordington, Dorchester, in England. Above
the south doorway of this church, which dates from the

11th Century, tympanum, a carving in stone, showing
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St. George coming to the rescue of two Crusaders at
the battle of Antioch.

The first coin to show St. George was minted soon after
the battle of Antioch (1112-1119), and depicted St.George
attacking a dragon.

King Richard 1, on April 23 1192, (St.George's Day)
defeated the Moslem Sultan Saladin, and from this time

St. George became the patron saint of England. His banner,
a red cross on a white background, became the English flag.

The first English coin to figure St. George and the dragon
was .the George-noble of Henry VIII, issued in 1530. The
name George-noble, suggest the design was taken from the
insignia of the Order of the Garter.

The order of the Garter, was founded by Edward III in 1348
to fulfil a vow to restore King Arthur's knights to the
round table. : :

Windsor Castle was rebuilt with a tower 200 feet in
diameter to represent the table, St George was made patron
saint and St. George's Chapel was built as the headquarters
of the order.

The jewel of the order instituted by Henry VII is known
as the George, and shows St. George in full armour on
horseback piercing the throat of a dragon lying prostrate
at the feet of the horse.

King George III (1760-1820) was very proud of his namesake
St. George, and the Order of the Garter.

At this time the St. George and dragon reverse became
popular as a coin design.

In Britain the design was suggested by an Italian gem
engraver, Benedetto Pistrucci, who made the original
drawing from a Leicester Square hotel waiter posing
on horseback.

The design was modified in 1820 for the coinage of George IV
and this modified design is the once generally accepted
to-day.

- David Copland.



TO SYDNEY AND A FORTUNE ---

THOMAS HOLT - - The Sydney Morning Herald

26th January 1963.
Pioneer Portraits No.2
By a Special Correspondent.

When Thomas Holt arrived in Sydney in 1842 it could
hardly have been a more auspicious time for a keen,
very canny, young Yorkshireman to set about making
his fortune in the colonies.

Business in the city was in the midst of a terrible
depression, but there were wonderful opportunities
in land in every corner of the rapidly expainding
colony. Out west, on the farflung plains of the
Riverina, north as far as the Darling Downs, up and
down the coast from Moreton Bay to Port Phillip, new
runs were being opened up every day and the price of
stock and stations was ridiculously low.

By 1842, squatters, who at the end of the 1830's

had been riding round in carriages and flaunting their
riches in Sydney, were only too glad after three years

of depression and disastrous drought to get rid of

sheep and cattle for a few shillings, even pence, a head.

Runs changed hands at a fantastic rate. Holt, who had

been a woolbuyer in partnership with his father in
Yorkshire, had a reasonable amount of capital and was
keenly aware of the possibilities of stockraising. His
rural investments were mainly in the new pastoral districts
of Moreton Bay and Darling Downs.

As the 1840's wore on the economy gradually recovered as
good seasons returned and wool prices rose in London,

and although many of the older pastoral families in the
well-settled districts were still struggling, a number of
new faces were appearing on the Sydney business scene.

In 1848, when the first private enterprise railways were
being mooted, the name of Thomas Holt, appeared on various
provisional committee lists in company with those of a
number of older and much better-known citizens, such as
Chrles Cowper, Thomas Icely, James Norton, and Thomas Mort.

‘Holt had participated (1844) in the formation of a small

insurance firm, the Sydney Fire Insurance Co., which had
been virtually burnt out of existence shortly afterwards,
but in 1848, he became associated with a much more lasting
institution which was to bring him great renown in Sydney
in the years to come.

With Thomas Mort and a certain Canon Walsh, he was one of
the promoters of the Australian Mutual Provident Society
(A.M.P). It was a time when both marine and fire insurances
were extremely dangerous enterprises and businessmen in
England were becoming very attracted to the idea of life
assurance.

The society opened for business in 1849, but the first
proposals came in very slowly. At the end of the first



