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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BULLETIN

Registered by Australia Post 563A Princes Highway,
. N.B.H. 0335 _ e BLAKEHURST 2221

December, 1985

Dear Friend and Member,

The December Meeting will be held as follows:

Date: Friday, 20th December, 1985 at 8.00 p.m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business: As this is our Christmas Meeting, business will be minimal.

Syllabus Item: Peter Sage Presents: '"Spring and Autumn Gardens'"

Peter is an old friend who needs no introduction.
Come along and enjoy yourselves

Ladies please bring a 'Christmas Plate'. You always do make this
a Wonderful occasion! THANK YOU LADIES

Supper Roster: Miss Dorothy Row and her many helpers

Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs B. Perkins, Mrs K. Hamey,
President and Research Publicity Officer Secretary

Officer. \ ey

Telephone: 587 1159 -Telephone: 587 9164 Telephone: 546 3355
Mrs E. Wright, SOCIAL SECRETARY Mrs E. Eardley,
Treasurer A Volunteer Please!l!! Assistant Secretary &

Bulletin Editor
Telephone: 59 8078

Telephone: 599 4884

Miss D. Row - Assistant Treasurer

"In the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and the sharing of
pleasures. For in the dew of little things the heart finds its morning

1 "
and is refreshed. Srbm UTHE DrepRet

by Kahil Gibran

A SAFE AND HAPPY CHRISTMAS FOR ALL IS THE WISH OF OUR PRESIDENT, ARTHUR ELLIS
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A cheerio to our friends who are not so well. Our best wishes
to all for a speedy recovery.

SPECIAL NOTICE

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the
following Books, Nos. 1-7 written and illustrated by the late
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are
now available. Book Nos.8 and 9 have been compiled by

Mrs Bronwyn Perkins.

No. 1 "The Wolli Creek Valley" - ' : 36 )Book Nos
No. 2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" ) 1-8 i
No. 3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinsons )
Beach )$2.50 ea.

No. 4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway” YPlus
No. 5 "Our Heritage in Stone" YPostage
No. 6 ""All Stations to Como" )
No. 7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" )
No. 8 "Early Churches of the St. George District" D
No. 9 "Early Settlers of the St. ‘George District" ) No.9

Price $4.00 plus postage Vol. 1 ) $4.00
No.10 "Early Settlers of the St. George District"

Will be available soon Vol. 2

All Books Are Available At Our Meeting, Also Members Badges

Fbr your copy of the above books, please contact one of fhe
follpwing:

Miss B. Otton Phone 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.)

Mrs E. Eardley Phone 59 8078

Mr. A. Ellis Phone 587 1159

Phone 548 3355

- Mrs K. Hamey

NEW _MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME
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1986 - Tuesday £venings 6.30p.ii. - 6.45p ..

TAPE 145 - 4fh February - An Introduction to
12806

D.Sinclair

TAPE 146 -11th February - Breathing Space M.Callister

TAPE 147 - 18th rebruary - Parramatta River
Service - Part 1.

M.0.Flemning

TAPE 148 - 25th February - Parramatta River
. SERVICE - Part 2. - w.D.Fleming

TAPE 149 - 4th tiarch - Parramatta River
] Service - Part 3. =~ #W.D.Fleming

TAPE 150 - 11th March - Early Settliers of the
St. George District - M.0.Fleming

TAPE 151 - 18th Marcn - Early Churches of the
: St. George District - ¢

l.D.Fleming

TAPE 152 - 25th March - The Flying Ange] *
Missions to Seamen - M.D.Flewming

TAPE 153 - 1st April - Campbelltown and
Gregory's Directory - M.Callister -

TAPE 154 - 8th April - Tank Stream, Towers of
Sydney & Woolloomooloo - M.Callister

TAPE 155 - 15th April - This Australia - Strange
& Amazing Facts - D. Row

TAPE 156 - 22nd April - This Australia (contd.)
: Greenwich Mean Time
& Concord & D. Row

TAPE 157 - 29th April - Melbourne's Century 0ld
Botanic Gardens &
Academically Speaking - D. Row.

- o an em e me e n G G e G e s Se S Gm G Sw en em e e e

The Society thanks all who have taken part in recordiny
these historical segments. New readers are always welcoie.

Next month, May 1986, begins the 4tn year of transmission.
The first segment went to air on Tuesday 10th Hay 1983,
when Arthur E11is, spoke on the Village of Tewpe and

its Regatta of 1855 as well as The Story of Moorfield
Racecourse. -

The Station is equally grateful to all who have taxen part.
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FANNED INTO FLAME -
The Spread of the Sunday School -

- Beverley Earnshaw.

England - Where it all Began (continued).

One of Robert Raikes' original scholars has left a
written account describing his day in the pioneer
Sunday School at Gloucester,

"We went to Sunday School at 9 o'clock every

Sunday morning. About 50 boys and 50 girls
attended., Our bonnets and tippets were taken off
when we went to school, and others of white linen
given us, We had to wear those till the afternoon,
so that we were obliged to come to afternoon school
to get back our own, After school we were taken
to church, which was over about 12,%0, We went

to church again at three, and after church had
school till six., After morning school Mr Raikes
used to hear us all say the collect for the day

in church, and whoever said it best had a penny.

Mr Raikes was always at the Church himself, 1In
School the Bible and catechism were taught us.
Tickets were given for rewards, and for a certain
number of tickets a Prayer Book., I remember
having one with red covers. School always began
and ended with prayer and singing of the hymns

at the end of the Prayer Book, I was never tired
of school., They used to be very happy days." (6)

The children learned so rapidly that the teachers were
amazed atthe numbers who could soon read and say their
catechisms, and their general behaviour and cleanliness
improved out of sight as one of the rules was that
children had to come with clean faces and combed hair,
For this reason, combs were amongst the items given as
rewards. Some of the children also began to attend
early morning prayers in the cathedral before they went
to the factories. "

Once people found out that a basic education was being
offered to the working class free of charge, children

and adults alike began clamouring to be taught and some

of the children's mothers actually pleaded tobe allowed in,
These four experimental Sunday Schools were such a success
that others sprang up in various parts of the city and
when the time was right, Raikes launched the idea on a
national scale through thepages of ‘his newspaper. He
praised it, he recommended it, he never ceased to

advocate it with a vigour that inspired people all over
England to open Sunday Schools of their own.

A Hoxton shoemaker named James King, having read of the
experiment, walked 110 miles (176km) to Gloucester, spent
a couple of hours with Raikes and walked 110 miles back,
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and the following Sunday canvassed his neighbourhood
for poor children whilst his wife prepared the shop to
receive them., He conducted the school at his own
expense for 28 years. '

Raikes was the first to have at his disposal a means of
promoting the Sunday School, namely his newspaper, the
Cloucester Journal, and the idea spread like wildfire.
Almost overnight, the organization which was practically
unheard of burst out of obscurity and became a national
institution, s

It was acclaimed by all classes of Society., Farmers

liked it because it occupied the children on a Sunday

and prevented themrunning wild in the fields and ‘
trampling the crops. ZEmployers liked it because it
produced a better type of employee, one who could read

and write.  The parents liked it because their children
were not only taught to read, but also given food,
clothing, footwear and coins as rewards for their progress.

Out of the Sunday School, a whole new system of social
caring emerged. Clothing clubs appeared where weekly
contributions made by the pupils were added to by the
school; sewing clubs provided cheap cloth and loaned

sewing machines on which to make garments; penny saving
banks were established to encourage thrift; and there

were sickness clubs, burial clubs and a gradual network

of recommendations ofgood Sunday School people for jobs, (7)

Within 7 years there were over a 1/4 million children

in Sunday Schools and the swift spread of the movement

now made it impossible for the teachers to be paid.

At that point hundreds of educated men and women came
forward and offered their services willingly for the work.,
The first Sunday School teacher, Mrs King, died just three
years after the movement began, but her husband taught in
her place for many years,

A new era was dawning on the church as the Evangelical
Revival led by Wesley and Wakefield causedpeople to think
not only of their own souls but the souls of others, and
this revival gave great impetus to the Sunday School
movement, Christians were fired with a missionary zeal
both to save the children of England and to reach out to
the heathens overseas, In 1787 John Wesley, writing to a
clergyman friend in Chester, said:-

"I am glad you have taken in hand that blessed
work of setting up Sunday Schools in Chester,
It seems that these will be ome great means of
reviving religion throughout the nation. I
wonder Satan has not yet sent out some noble
champion against them," (8)
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Yet not all the clergy were in accord with Wesley,

Some condemned Sunday Schools as a desecration of

the Sabbath Day. In Scotland, especially, some saw

them as either a result of parental apathy,a lazy minister
or ‘an indifferent congregation. There was also much
conjecture about the teaching of writing. It was
generally recognised as essential that children be

taught to read in order to read the Bible, butsome
reasoned that as no one could write a Bible, writing

was a purely secular activity and its teaching on Sundays
constituted a blatant act of Sabbath-breaking,

Most of the early Sunday Schools were completely
independent of the churches and were financed by sponsors,
who, for a subscription of a half-guinea per year could
nominate a pupil. “Any sponsor not having a particular
child in mind could attend a specially convened meeting
and choose one of the ‘local children gathered withtheir
parents to be "looked over" by these prospective
benefactors, The Sunday School Anniversary came about

as a means of demonstrating to the sponsors the work being
done, The early 20th Century tradition of wearing new
clothes to the anniversary was a legacy from the days when
children were given new clothes to wear in front ofthe
visitors.

In the big cities, the Sunday Schools could not
accommodate all who wanted to come. There were waiting
lists, and once a current pupil.could read from any part
of the scriptures,he was dismissed with a handshake and

a Bible and his place taken by another, 0l1ld Sunday School
roll books have a column headed "when discharged".

A Bible to a child in these circumstances was a priceless
treasure to be cared for and protected for a lifetime,

A man who at the age of 7 had received a Bible in Robert
Raikes' Sunday School, valued it so highly that after he
had it for 53 years he sent it to be rebound and 1nscr1bed
these words on the flyleaf:

"This Bible was presented to me by Mr Raikes
~atthe town of Hertford in January, 1781 as

a reward for my punctual attendance at the
Sunday School and good behaviour there; and .
‘after having been my companion 53 years, 41
of which I spent in sea service during which
I was in 54 engagements, received 13 wounds,
was 3 times shipwrecked, once burnt out,
once capsized in a boat and had fevers of
different sorts 15 times - this Bible was

my consolation and was neatly bound for me by
James Bishop on 26th October, 1834, the day
I completed my 60th year of age." (9)

The spread of the Sunday Schools greatly increased the



