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Dear Friend and Member,

The August Meeting will be held as follows:

Date: Friday Evening, 16th August, 1985 at 8.00 p.m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business: General

Syllabus Item: Mr. Clyde will take us back to '"Cronulla in the Twenties"
: This should be a nostalgic and most interesting item

Supper Roster: Captain: Mrs Robb together with Mesdames Robinson and
Ronson

LADIES PLEASE BRING A PLATE

Mr. A. Ellis, ‘ Mrs B. Perkins, Mrs K. Hamey,
President and Publicity Officer Secretary
Research Officer _ »
Phone: 587 1159 Phone: 587 9164 Phone: 546 3355
Mrs E. Wright, ‘ Social Secretary Mrs E. Eardley,
Treasurer A VOLUNTEER PLEASE! Asst. Secretary &
. i ' Bulletin Editor
Phone: 599 4884 : Phone: 59 8078

Miss D. Row,
Asst. Treasurer

"There comes a time in life when one must let it flow over one. The
tide is coming in, the waves gently touch one and one knows that it
is only a matter of time before one will be submerged."

Chinese Proverb

"We can live without a brother but not without a friend."

German Proverb
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A cheerio to our friends who are not so well. Our best wishes
to all for a speedy recovery.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the
following books, Nos. 1 - 7, written and illustrated by the late
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are
now available. Books Nos. 8 and 9 have been compiled by

Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins.

"The Wolli Creek Valley" (Reprint now available)

No. 1.
No. 2. "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" ) Book Nos.
No. 3. "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinsons ) 1 - 8
Beach" )
No. 4. "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" ) 35.50 ea.
: : us
No. 5. '"Our Heritage in Stone" ) Post
No. 6. "All Stations to Como" y 22=LAEe
No. 7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" )
No. 8. "Early Churches of the St. George District" )
No. 9. "Early Settlers of the St. George District" No. 9
Price $4.00 plus postage ' Vol. 1. $4.00
No.10. "Early Settlers of the St. George District", i

will be available soon. Vol. 2.

All books are available at our meeting, also members badges.

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the
following:-

Miss B. Otton - Phone 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.)

Mrs. E. Eardley - Secretary, Phone 59 8078

Mr. A. Ellis - Phone 587 1159

* k X %k Xk

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME.

* ok ok %k %



SPECIAL NOTICE

Sixth Annual Waldron McCarthy Memorial Lecture

A cordial invitation is extended to Members to attend this
lecture.

Speaker: Dr. Peter Orlovich

Subject: Carruthers, Cook and Kurnell.

Venue: Kanyana Room, Civic Centre, MacMahon Street,
Hurstville.

Time: Saturday, 17th August, 1985 at 2.00 p.m.

Peter Orlovich is well known to many from his association
with the R.A.H.S. as Research Officer. Peter is also a long
standing Member of our Society. He is presently Chairman of the
Botany Bay Historic Sites Advisory Committee which covers Kurnell,

Bare Island and La Perouse.

Please go along, you will enjoy this lecture.

ANNUAL CIVIC CHURCH SERVICE

This Service will be held in the Rockdale Town Hall on
Sunday, 18th August, 1985 at 7.00 p.m. The Guest Speaker will
be Miss Freda Whitlam, formerly Headmistress of Presbyterian
Ladies' College, Croydon and Moderator-Elect of the Uniting
Church in Australia, New South Wales Synod. Choirs of combined

Churches and the Salvation Army Band will be in attendance.



2NBC-FM 90.1 - Stereo - St.George Historical Society
Tuesday evenings 6.30p.m. - 6.45p.m.

Tape 123

Tape 124

Tape 125
Tape 126
Tape 127

Tape 128

Tape 129
Tape 130

Tape 131

3rd September - The Fitzgerald - A. Ellis
Family :
(Repeat by request)

10th September - The Kogarah to Sans - D. Sinclair
Souci Tramway.

17th September - The St. George - D. Sinclair
Hospital. ‘
(Repeat by request)

24th September - A Brief History of the - A. Ellis
Carss Family & of Carss
Bush Estate.
(Repeat by request).

1st October - Arthur Phillip - Prt 1 - M.D.Fleming
Destiny Calling - 1787.

8th October - Arthur Phillip - Prt 2 - M.D.Fleming
1787 - Work Starts.

15th October - Arthur Phillip - Prt 3 - M.D.Fleming
Surgeons Busy -
Explorations.

22nd October - Arthur Phillip - Prt 4 - M.D.Fleming
Explorations -
Bennelong & Colbee.

29th October - Arthur Phillip - Prt 5 - M.D.Fleming

1790 - his death
1814.
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Tresident's Report. 1984-85,

18007 85.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It seems much less than 12 months since I was
elected to the Presidency of our Society. I again thank you for
the confidence given.

An alteration in my employment arrangements ee
coupled with my studies connected tharewith has made it impossible
particularly in terms of available time to continue in my position.
It has not been a year I will forget.

The Society has experienced a most
successful year and I have been pleased to note the addition of
several new members, Infortunately several of our Society friends
have passed away and we as individuals as well as Society membcrs
have felt the loss.

The year now commencing will see a number of
changes in our Society and I am appreciative of the opportiunity
to extend on your behalf sincere thanks to Mrs Wright for her
dedication in the oflfice of Treasurer. To Mrs Bardley for her
unflagging efforts in performing the duties of Secretary, the
arranging of the guest speakers and the preparation of the
monthly bulletins, Mrs Wright and Mrs Eardley will not be
standing for re-election this year. Both these ladies have given
of themselves and more faor the Society over a lengthy period. A
vote of thanks secems inadequate.

Mrs Thompson and Mrs Perkins also should
receive our thanks for their efforts constantly throughout the year.

~ Miss Row arranged a number of extremely
pleass nt successful trips during the year. This is a most onerous
task and I compliment her on her successes. Unfortunately Miss Row
finds the demands on her time are such as to not permit continuing
as Social Secretary. On your behalf I extend thanks for her support
of the Society.

Our Patrons, The Mayor lr Moore, The Town
Clerk Mr Fuller and Alderman Rathbone have continued the splendid
suprort of many years past and the Society has gained great
benefit from this. Thank you gentlemen.

The association of our Society with
Community Radio Station 2NBC/FM has continued and the memhers
connected with the programmes have dlsplayed a very high degree
of expertise. Thank you.

M;yss Otton, the Curator of ILydhem Hall can
be justifiably proud of th@ high degree in which the property is
maintained and presented. The contllued excellence is a tribute to
all concerned with it. Th.re was a disappointing lack of member
support during Heritage Week this year. It may be necessary to
re-appraise the position prior to that time in 1986,

The Management Committee met only once in a
formal manner during the year. Several other matters for
consideration were discussed at the conclusion of monthly meetings.




A number of members have continued to contribute to t.
success of the Society. Their participation has not been
unnoticed or unapnreciated.

An important social aspect of our meetings concerns our
gath:ring together for supper. I would like to take this
opportunity to again recognise the vital part played by our
ladies in this area. ;

Similarly with your concurrence I would like to place on
record aporeciation for the assistance given by Mr Ken Hapgood
(and our course Mrs Hapgood)and Miss Betty Baker who both
retire fromRockdale Council this year. Arrangements have
been made for a tangible expression on behalf of the Society.

We wish them well.

In closing I would draw attention to the Society
entering its 25th year - it will be I hope a milestone
toward continued success and enjoyment for the members,

L. L. Abigail.
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THIS AUSTRALIA - Strange & Amazing Facts!

- "Believe'" Bill Beatty.
- Halstead Press Pty.Ltd.
- Sydney 1941.

No wonder that Australia was described by the first Europeans to
come here as a topsy-turvy land! And not without good reason.
Our principal trees shed their bark instead of their leaves.

Our wild cherries and plums carry their seeds outside the fruit.
The Australian pear may be opened only with a carptenter's chisel
or hand-saw. Some of our trees with tens of thousands of leaves
throw no shade whatsoever, because every leaf is turned edge on
to the sun in order to reduce evaporation. The saltbush draws
its moisture not through its roots, as does wellnigh every other
plant in Christendom, but through its leaves from the night-air.
These were some of the queer things of which the early explorers
told their kinsmen.

A strange land indeed, and a land with a strange history.

. Australia's First Library was an odd one. It consisted of 4600
volumes & was brought out in the First Fleet for the use of the
settlers on their unenviable voyage. The librarian was the Rev.
Richard Johnson., B.A., but doubtless his duties were not very
strenuous, to judge by the titles of some of the books: Religion
Made Easy, Caution to Swearer, Instructions for the Indians, The
Wickedness of Stealing and so on.

. The First Census or Muster of Livestock ever taken in Australia was
on 1 May 1788. It revealed these interesting figures:

1 stallion 29 sheep 29 geese
3 mares 19 goats 35 ducks
3 colts 74 pigs © 142 fowls.
2 bulls 5 rabbits
5 cows 18 turkeys

The next census, four years later, 11 December 1792 revealed:

11 horses 23 cattle 105 sheep 43 pigs.
The scarcity of stock was so great that, three years later, when a
convict reported seeing a herd of wild cattle in the interior he was

given a free pardon when the report was verified and the cattle captured.

. In 1807 at Mary Reibey's (Australia's first business woman)_store in
Macquarie Place these were the ruly prices:

tea 6s. an ounce sugar 4s a pound coarse white
butter 6s. a pound soap 3s calico 5s a yard
men's boots pounds 2.0.0 to 3.0.0 a pair
men's hats 3 guineas.
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. Brickfield Hill (Sydney) together with the Haymarket was

once known as Cribb's Paddock. It was a grant of land given

to one, Thomas Cribb. The area included and extended from

Macus Clark's corner to Anthony Hordern's and embraced Pitt,

George and adjacent streets. So little, however, did old Tom

Cribb think of this property (which to-day is valued at over a

million pounds) that he sold it back to the government for nine heifers!

. The First Post Office was established in Sydney in 1809 on the
site now occupied by the George Street North Fire Station. In those
early days the postage on English and foreign letters was 8d. per
letter, but soldiers' letters were charged only 1d. In 1830 the
post office was removed to its present site in Martin Place. It

is said that the land on which the G.P.0. is built was purchased
for pounds 30.0.0 and a hogshead of brandy. Up till 1855 the
departure of the mail coaches from the G.P.0. every day was one of
the main events in the life of Sydney town.

.Those Who Think that the Modern Generation are more wicked than
their predecessors should hearken to the following extract from

a letter written by Sir Henry Parkes, 100 years ago. Henry had

just arrived in Sydney and this extract is from his first letter
written home:

"I have been disappointed in all my expectations of Australia
except as to its wickedness. It is far more wicked than I
had conceived it possible for any place to be, or than it
is possible for me to describe to you in England."

So evidently this village was a mighty tough place a century ago. |

. The Town Of Liverpool in N.S.W. was founded in 1810 and called
after the English city of that name. Because of its situation on
the George's River it was hoped that it would become a great
shipping centre like its famous namesake. Indeed the first pub
built there was given the nautical name of "The Ship Inn".

. Australia's First Postmaster was an ex-convict - Isaac Nichols.
When he was freed he was appointed an overseer of convicts in
Sydney and later became assistant to the Superintendent of Customs.
In 1809 he was appointed by Macquarie as postmaster for the colony.

. The Hotel Windsor, Sydney, formerly called the Barley Mow Hotel,

is on an historic spot. On this site was, at one time, that grim

arm of justice - the gallows. On 12 September 1803 an extraordinary
scene occurred at the attempted execution of Joseph Samuels, who

was sentenced to death for a petty robbery. The rope first separated
in the middle and the criminal fell prostrate; on the second attempt
the rope unrove at the fastening and he again came to the ground;
careful attention was given to the third attempt, but the rope again
snapped short. The Provost-Marshal had compassion on the poor wretch.
Ordering the dreadful proceedings to stop, he hurried to Government

House and related the extraordinary happening to the Governor, who was
pleased to reprieve the prisoner.




