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Dear Friend and Member, 

The April Meeting will be held as follows:- 

Date: 	 Friday Evening, April 19th, 1985, at 8.00 p.m. 

Place: 	 Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Business: 	General. 	Heritage Week. 

Syllabus Item: "Voices of Australian Women" will be the subject of 
Mrs. Betty Góodyer'S address. 	This should be of 
interest to all of us. 

Supper Roster: Captain: 	Mrs. Kell, together with Mesdames Welch 
and Abigail. 

Mr. L. Abigail, 
President. 
Phone 599.2363 

Mrs. E. Wright, 
Treasurer. 
Phone 599 4884 

Ladies please bring a plate. 

Mrs. B. Perkins, 
Publicity Officer. 
Phone 587 9164 

Miss D. Row, 
Social Secretary. 
Phone 509300 

Mrs. E. Eardley, 
Sec. & Bulletin Editor. 
Phone 59 8078. 

Mr. A. Ellis, 
Research Officer. 
Phone 587 1159 

An acre of performance is worth a world of promise. 

Beauty Hints. 

Wrinkled Brows: 	Try the well known cream "Sweetness of temper", 
it tones up the facial muscles, reduces wrinkles, and is very uplifting. 

Friendship Book 1971. 



A cheerio to our friends who are not so well, and our best wishes 
for a speedy recovery. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the 
following books, Nos. 1 - 7, written and illustrated by the late 
Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been reprinted and are 
now available. 	Books Nos. 8 and 9 have been compiled by 
Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins. 

No. 1.  "The Wolli Creek Valley" 	(Reprint now available) 
No. 2.  "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" ) Book Nos. 
No. 3.  "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinsons ) 1 - 8 

No. 4.  
Beach" 

"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway") 
) $2.50 ea. 

No. 5.  "Our Heritage in Stone" ) Plus 
No. 6.  "All Stations to Como" ) Postage. 
No. 7.  "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" ) 
No. 8.  "Early Churches of the St. George District" ) 
No. 9.  "Early Settlers of the St. George District" No. 	9 

Price $4.00 plus postage. 	 Vol. 	1. $4.00. 
No.10. "Early Settlers of the St. George District", 

will be available soon. 	 Vol. 	2. 

All books are available at our meeting, also members badges. 

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following: 

Miss B. Otton - Phone 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.) 

Mrs. E. Eardley - Secretary, Phone 59.8078. 

Mr. A. Ellis - Phone 587 1159, 

NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ARE WELCOME. 

SOCIAL. 

A Coach Trip to Kurnéll to be arranged by Miss Row, and your 
support will be appreciated. 	Further details, from Dorothy, 
Phone 50 9300. 	' 
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1985.  
TA'E 91 - 22nd January - Miles Franklin Authoress - S. Cran 

TAPE 92 - 29th January - The Towers of Sydney - 	P. Butters 
Sydney Town Hall 

TAPI 93 - 5th February - History of the Sargents in - D. Sinclair 
Australia 

TAPE 94 - 12th February - The Development of Municipal - T.AllisOfl 
Administration of Public 
Health Services before 1896 

TAPE 95 - 19th February - Only a Tree is Left 	- S. Cran 

TAPE 96 - 26th February - Bushfires Sweep District - G. Coxhead 
The Parish of St.George 1874 
The Wood Carters of Early 

St. George 

TAPE 97 - 5th March - Governor Macquarie'S Visit - C. Turner 
Charles Bampton and 

William Booth 

TAPE 98 - 12th March 	A Brief History of West Botany - B. Butters 
Church & Obed West 

TAPE 99 - 19th March - The Colonial Medical Service - C. Turner 
Part I - Admin.COflViCt Hospital 

TAPE 100 - 26th March - The Parishes of Mintaville 
	- T. Allison 

TAPE 101 - 2nd April 	- S. Patrick's & St. Paul's 
S. Gran 

TAPE 102 - 9th April 	- 
The Colonial Medical Service - C. Turner 
Part II - Admin.Col.HOSPital 

TAPE 103 - 16th April - Temple for the Books of Sydney -G. Coxhead 

TAPE 104 - 23rd April - West of the River Road -Part.I - M.D.Flerning 

TAPE 105 - 30th April - West of the River Road - Part II - M.D.Flemirlg 

TAPE 106 - 7th May - The Reminiscences of Obed West - C. Kennedy 

TAPE 107 - 14th May - The Colonial Medical Service 	- C. Turner 
Part III - Admifl.CO1.H°SP. 

TAPE 108 - 21st May - History & Conservation of the - M.D. Fleming 
Queen Victoria Markets Bldg. 

TAPE 109 - 28th May - Smithson's Wine Bar & The Good - C. Kennedy 
Life.on Goat Island. 



2NBC-FM STEREO 90.1 - St. George Historical Society 
Tuesday evenings 6.30p.m. - 6.45p.m, 

1985. 

TAPE 110 - 4th June - Bridge Marks 50th Year & - D. Row 
Cockatoo Island 

TAPE ill - 11th June - Surgeons of the First Fleet - M.D.Fleming 

TAPE 112 - 18th June - Bexley - 1895-1917 	- D. Row 
(Repeat by request) 

TAPE 113 - 25th June - Persistence Rewarded.R.A.H.S. - C.Kennedy 

TAPE 114 - 2nd July - The Aboriginal Tribes of the - D. Row 
Sydney Region, Wood Carters 
of Early St. George and The 
Great Australian Verandah. 

--------------- 

The Society has been requested to read two historical booklets - 
1, James Cook 
2. Arthur Phillip. 

The publishers, Movement Publications of Cabarita approached 
2NBC-FM, who in turn invited the Society to tape the booklets. 
Both are written by Thea Stanley Hughes and will be presented 
over a couple of months. 

I 
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Sir Thomas Livingston 

MITCHELL 
AND HIS WORLD 1792-1855 

Surveyor General of New South Wales 1828-1855 

Written by 
William C. Foster 

M.A. FR.A.H.S. 

Published by 
The Institution of Surveyors N.S.W. Inc. 

363 Pitt Street, Sydney 

• A MAJOR PUBLISHING EVENT 
This is  big book: Size 245cm x 170cm, over 600.pages, 

30 illustrations and ith maps annotated showing 
Mitchell's expeditions. SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED. 

ORDER NOW 
To: Institution of Surveyors N.SW Inc. 363 Pitt St., Sydni.y 2000 

Itie Aut1or: taucateci at Sydney Boys High School, The 
University of Sydney and Sydney Teachers College, 
William Charles Foster graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree and a Diploma of Modern Languages in 
1924. In 1929 he was awarded the Degree of Master of 
Arts. His career embraced education, textbook writing 
and historical research. He served for 24 years on the 
Council of the Royal Australian Historical Society, 
became a Vice President and had a Fellowship 
conferred on him in 1965. He died in 1980. 



FROG HOLLOW. ROCKDALE 70 YEARS AGO. 

- Reprint from St. George 
Historical Society 
Bulletin - June 1963. 

Reprinted from the "Rockdale Times" of April 17, 1947. 

This account of the early history of Rockdale deals with the period 
over 70 years ago, when a fine orchard flourished where the Town 
Hall now rears its proportions;. from the Grand Hotel to Bay Street 
was called "Frog Hollow", and the oldest blackfellow at Sans Souci 
was named Jimmy Lownes 

Our historian, Mr Joseph Bowmer, is 89 years of age, but has a memory 
like that of a schoolboy. He is not so old, except in years -- his 
mental outlook is surprisingly modern. He says: 

11  I will start at Wickham Street, Arncliffe, near the Public School, 
which is on the Terry Estate. On the southern side of what is now 
called Princes Highway (late Rocky Point Road), stretched the Terry 
Estate, except for Mrs Vincent's property at the corner of Spring 
Street and Rocky Point Road. Opposite Vincents live the large 
Lawrence family, their land finishing at the Free Church. Next 
was Mr Lauson's orchard. Mr Iliffe had a large nursery, followed 
(as we pass to Rockdale), by Frank's beautiful orchard, where the 
present Town Hall stands. Another orchard extended to the hotel 
site, and was owned and worked by Mr William Bray. 

From Bray's Lane to Bay Street was called "Frog Hollow", as it 
nearly always was full of water and frogs, and eels used to be caught 
there. 

A gentleman named Campbell owned. from-Chapel Lane to the old fire station; 
then came John Andrew's property. His wife had the first drapery shop 
here, while he conducted a denominational school next door. 

From there to the stonnwater channel was Mr Sam Schofield's - an 
orchard and vegetable garden extending as far as the present-day 
Ashton Street. His brother had an orchard and garden to Beach Street; 
and a Mr Podmore owned from this point to the site of the Moorefield 
racecourse." 	. . 

Mr Bowmer then gives us details of the properties on the western side 
of Rocky Point Road. 

"The hotel at Arncliffe was kept by a Mrs Clune, and had a large 
area of land attached. Sheath's land came next, and the next again 
extended to where Rickett f Thorps factory is -- a vegetable garden 
belonging to Mr Touchell. On the adjoining property the first 
Rockdale shop was erected--. a general store run by Mr Moss, who had 
a vegetable garden around it, and looked after both personally. 
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Then came Soden's orchard; and Humphrey's property reached to the 
corner of Tramway Arcade and the main road. Here Rockdale's second 
general store was opened by Mr Yeoman Geeves, who also conducted the 
post office." 

Continuing, Mr Bowmer says: "A Mr Waltz owned the next block as far 
as Napper's store; and the ambulance station site belonged to Mr 
Fred Barden. This gentleman owned a vegetable garden and slaughter-
house here, and a butcher's shop at Cook's River. Then came Skidmore's 
land - he and his sons gardened, and also carted wood to the city. The 
bridge over the watercourse was known as "Skidmore's Bridge". 

One of the pioneers, Mr James Beehag, owned from Rocky Point Road down 
Bay Street to what is now James Street, where the hospital stands, and 
his area took in the swamp land, now Draper's nursery. He had four 
boys and two girls and divided the property between them, reserving 
portion as a gift to the Methodist Church in Bay Street. 

On the east side of West Botany Street, a Mr Warren had a large market 
garden, and the next again was Mr Chas. Napper's; then Wilson's garden; 
and at the rear of this Mr John Bowmer, Snr., till a market garden. 
From there on to Bestic Street belonged to Mr Foulks, who gave portion 
of the West Botany Methodist Church. Following this was Wilmot's, 
then Mr William Beehag's farm, while Mr James Beehag owned from Bay 
Street to March Street. 

The other side of March Street was a bullock paddock owned by Mr McGuinness, 
who also conducted the hotel at Cooks River. The next settler was Mr 
Lankorn; then Mr Terry, as far as Spring Street; from here to Tabrett 
Street was William Beehag's; to Bestic Street, Mr Godfrey's; to Bryant 
Street, Mr Foulks' and from Bryant Street to Bay Street, Mr James Quirk. 
All were market gardens and orchards. 

Rockdale Park is part of the old Quirk's Estate. 

The only outlet from the beach was Bay Street. At Rocky Point Road 
end, a cliff of rocks blocked the way, so a track was used through 
private land. Mr Saywell cut through this cliff for his tram line. 

The only private property on the beach was where the Brighton Hotel stands, 
and it was owned by Mr Hook,:whO had slaughter-houses at Marrickville, a 
slaughter-house where Sydenha.m Station now is; and butcheries in the city. 

It was a great place for snakes, and there were ducks, snipe, plovers 
and curlews for the sportsman. A colony of flying-foxes lived here. 

The largest tree in Rockdale was blackbutt, on Godfrey's property, known 
as Avenel Estate. It was 200' high. Mr Godfrey had it felled, used the 
top as firewood for his boiling-down works, and had the barrel blasted 
asunder with "black-jack" for posts and rails. A photo of the old stump 
may be seen at Mr F Beehag's office. 
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In these days there was no gas,. and no laid-on Water this side of 
Cooks River. 

Black's camps existed at Blakehurst and Sans Souci. They were later 
moved to La Perouse. Jimmy Lownes was the oldest aborigine at Sans 
Souci, and the boys of the village used to enjoy visiting him." 

Mr Joe Bownier's father came to Australia from England in 1853. He 
was in the formation of West Botany Municipal District, and was 
elected alderman in 1875. He was Mayor for 1877, and the six years 
following. In 1885 he was appointed a Justice of the Peace. At 
the Wesleyan Church he was a frequent preacher. He had 10 children. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF ALEXANDER BRODIE SPARK. 

- Reprint from the St. George 
Historical Society 
Bulletin - April 1963. 

June 28th, 1836 - "Mary Stephens pointed out snow on the ground, 
a thing I have never seen in the colony before". 
(the first recorded fall of snow in the StGeorge area) 

August 3rd, 1839 - Mr Spark recorded that he went out into his 
spacious grounds and "played golf in the afternoon 
with Mr Adam Wilson". 

In 1837 Alexander Brodie Spark was having servant trouble at "Tempe" 
A servant named Pickering staged a one-man strike because Spark 
would not supply him with shoes. Furthermore, he aggravated the 
offence by using some choice language to his master. Punishment 
was swift and brutal - Mr Spark being a magistrate as well as a 
business tycoon. His diary contains this revealing entry... 

"Pickering punished for abusing me before the gardener because I 
would not give him shoes and refusing work on this account... 50 lashes". 


