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Dear Friend and Member, 

The October Meeting will be held as follows:- 

Date: 	 Friday Evening, October 19, 1984. 

Place: 	 Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Business: 	General. 

Syllabus Item: 	"Old Man River, The Hawkesbury River and its Tributaries". 

Peter Sage will be our Guest Speaker, Need I say more ???? 

This is surely an evening you will enjoy. 

Supper Roster: 	Miss Woods, Captain, together with Ms. McDougall and Murphy. 

Mr. L. Abigail, 

President. 

Phone 599.2363 

Mrs. E. Wright, 

Treasurer. 

Phone 599 4884 

Ladies please bring a plate. 

Mrs. B. Perkins, 

Publicity Officer. 

Phone 587 9164 

Miss D. Row, 

Social Secretary. 

Phone 50 9300 

Mrs. E. Eardley, 

Sec. & Bulletin Editor. 

Phone 59 8078 

Mr. A. Ellis, 

Ph flffrv' 

Phone 587 1159 

There are so many ways to say "Thank you, when words are hard to express. 
A silent touch on a shoulder, a hand that in comfort we press; 
Eye meeting eye and a nod of the head, flash a message there's no need to guess. 
So many ways a "Thank you" is sent without words, yet we know what is meant. 

Friendship Book 1983. 



A cheerio to our Friends who are not so well, and our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery, remembering Mrs. Wright and Mrs. Larnack, and maybe other Members. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following 
books, Nos. 1 - 7, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley 
for the Society, have been reprinted and are now available. Books Nos. 8 and 
9 have been compiled by Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins. 

No. 1.  "The Wolli 	Creek Valley" 	(Reprint now available) ) 	Books Nos. 
No. 2.  "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" 1 
No. 3.  "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach" ) 
No. 4.  "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" ) 	$2.50 each. 
No. 5.  "Our Heritage in Stone" 

Stations to Como" 
) 	piUS Postage Plus 	O 

No. 6.  "All 
No. 7.  "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" ) 
No. 8.  "Early Churches of the St. George District" ) 
No. 9.  "Early Settlers of the St. George District" No. 	9 

Price $4.00 plus postage. $4.00. 

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following: - 

Mrs. E. Wright - Phone 599 4884, 	Miss B. Otton - Phone 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.) 
Mrs. E. Eardley - Sec., Phone 59 8078, 	Mr. A. 	Ellis - Phone 587 1159. 

************ 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1984. 

A Coach Trip to Kangaroo Valley and the Fitzroy Falls has been arranged by our 

Social Secretary, and your support will be appreciated. 

DATE: 	Saturday, November 24, 1984. 

TIME: 	8.30 a.m. SHARP 

PLACE: 	Usual Meeting Place (Western side of Rockdale Station). 

COST: 	$7.00 per person. 

FURTHER DETAILS FROM DOROTHY, PHONE 50 9300. 
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Tuesday evenings 6.30 p.m. - 6.45 p.m. 

TAPE 74 - 	2nd October 1984 - The Rosewale Nurseries - M.Cumming 
Rocky Pt.Rd. 
Cook's River. 

TAPE 75 - 	9th October 1984 - Rockdale Methodist 	- M Cumming 
Church Jubilee 
1858 - 1908 

TAPE 76 - 16th October 1984 - The "Echo" October 16th - S Richter 
1890. 

TAPE 77 - 23rd October 1984 - Flynn of the Inland 	- K. Rowsthorne 

TAPE 78 - 30th October 1984 	- S.M..H.Historical Items - S Richter 
Gallery by the sea 
Just part of Calcutta. 

TAPE 79 - 6th November 1984 - The Governor Bows Out 	- K Rowsthorne 
Sir Samuel McCaughey. 

TAPE 80 - 13th November 1984 - Changes Galore in a 	- S Richter 
Century of Fire Fighting - 
Colonial Cabinet. 

TAPE 81 - 20th November 1984 - A Gem of Architecture 	- K Rowsthorne 
Clearing the Forest & 
Henry Kendall. 

TAPE 82 - 27th November 1984 - Of In 	- 	- S Richter 
Carlton Railway Station, 
Saywell' s Tramway, 
Early Surveys & Tenders, 
Sydney Square. 

TAPE 83 - 4th December 1984 - Extract from Propellor - A. 	Ellis 
October 1934 - When 
Kogarah was Bush & 
Old Man Mile Posts. 

TAPE 84 - 11th December 1984 - History of the Peares - D. Sinclair 
in Australia. 

TAPE 86 - 18th December 1984 - Old Kogarah Township - A. Ellis 

TAPE 87 - 25th December 1984 - Flynn of the Inland - K Rowsthorne 
(contd.) 

TAPE 88 - 1st January 1985 - I Remember Old Arncliffe - A Ellis 

TAPE 89 - 8th January 1985 - Robert Sargent, & His - D Sinclair 
Wife, Agnes Maria Peare. 

TAPE 90 - 15th January 1985 - The St. George English - T. Allison 
Rifle Regiment. 

TAPE 91 - 22nd January 1985 - Miles Franklin 	- S. Cran 
Authoress. 



ThE FLYING ANGEL .. Flying Angel House .. rest haven for all ranks. 

- Sydney Morning Herald 
- 19th April 1977. 

A Special Herald Report on the Opening of a New Building for the 
Missions to Seamen - Sydney. 

Seafarers move into a new home in Sydney. 

Australia's oldest seamen's welfare agency, the 155 year old body 
now known as the Missions to Seamen, moves to new premises in the 
City today. This evening the N.S.W. Governor, Sir Roden Cutler, 
will open, E the Archbishop of Sydney, the Most Rev.Sir Marcus Loane, 
will dedicate Flying Angel House at 11 Macquarie Place. 

As all is not yet ship-shape in the new building, it will be about 
a month before the mission completely vacates its home of 121 years, 
the old Mariner's Church, at 100 George Street. The mission is run 
by Anglicans for seafarers of all, or no, denominations and for all 
ranks, from the "old man" to the cabin boy. 

Last year it was visited 80,400 times by about 1/3rd. of the 
82,500 seafarers who called at the port of Sydney. They gave $5,000 
to the mission's funds. Most make use of the postal, telephone and 
currency exchange facilities, the reading 4 television rooms fi the 
free entertainment - films and dances. Many of them attend the twice 
daily services in the Mariner's Chapel. 

For all of them the mission is a haven where they do not feel out of 
place. For some it is the only port in a crisis. 

The mission is now providing accommodation, help & English lessons for 
a seaman from an eastern European country seeking political asylum here. 
It has successfully intervened to have repatriated two Ghananian seamen 
serving on flag of convenience ship. Both had been away from home for 
two years and the master refused to pay them off. One had an 18 month 
old child he had never seen. Two sailors in jail in Sydney are visited 
regularly, as is any seaman in hospital. 

The $2 million Flying Angel House is paid for, but the mission is $21,000 
short of the $192,000 needed to operate it this year. The mission's 
Senior Chaplain E Chief Administrative Officer, the Rev. Cohn Craven-Sands, 
hopes the shortfall will be made good by company & public gifts. He 
feels that "this is the least a port like Sydney owes to the world's 
seafarers." 

Every ship calling at the Port of Sydney is visited by one of the 6 
chaplains from the Missions to Seamen. Well, almost every ship. Russian 
ships for example, often refuse them admission. In a round of 3 or 4 ships 
a morning a chaplain will talk to as many men as he can. The seamen are 
usually pleased to see them. 
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"Seamen are great gossipers & love to yarn", says the Rev.Colin 
Craven-Sands, Senior Chaplain at the mission. "They love to argue. 
An inexperienced chaplain may get himself into the most heated 
argument with a seaman who does not even hold the view he is 
arguing for." 

The captain of the New Zealand ship, Ngpara, Herbert Fuller, who has 
had a "good wanter round most of the missions in Australia," says a 
mission chaplain has to be like a mother. "You know - mums have to 
put up with everything , nothing. So does a chaplain. If he can't 
do that he doesn't stay long in the job," he said. 

All the chaplains at the Sydney mission are experienced 4 some are 
trained counsellors. Between them they speak Japanese, Mandarin, 
Contonese, the Scandinavian languages, Dutch, German, French, Italian 
and Spanish. The Moslem receptionist at the new building speaks 
Persian. Her predecessor spoke Russian. The Rev. Cedric Takeuchi, 
who has lived here for three years with his wife and three children 
and now has his mother here, visits all the Japanese ships. "Few 
Japanese are Christian (each ship has a Shinto shrine on the bridge) 
so I have to explain I am a priest and the work the mission does," 
he said. 

On a visit to the Hakozaki Maru last week, Mr Takeuchi dropped off 
Australian magazines & was given a big box of Japanese magazines, 
mostly comics "unsuitable for children". The Hakozaki is on a 32 
day run between Australian , Japanese ports. The magazines will be 
distributed to Japanese seamen who do not get home as often as this. 
Last year the mission contributed 83,000 books and magazines to seamen. 
The mission is in contact with 150 similar agencies throughout the world. 

Mr Craven-Sands says the Australian Seamen's Union's attitude towards 
the mission is that governments or ship-owners should be supplying 
these facilities, not "patronising charity workers". "I think it's 
pretty obvious to seamen who meet us that we do not have that attitude," 
said Mr Craven-Sands. But he emphasised that the inspiration for the 
welfare E service work comes from Christian conviction. "We are trying 
to point out to people the good news of Christ, in whom alone is there 
any sense of safety in our view." 

The Sailor's Lonely Life causes real stress - Elaine Reeves. 

Seafarers are a misunderstood lot. 

"The picture of seamen being irresponsible & debauched lechers is totally 
unjustified. The ignorant notion that they have an excessive sex drive 
riles me considerably," says Cohn Craven-Sands. "The degree of loyalty 
to a spouse among seamen is not at all less than among shore-riders" he 
says," most seamen over 25 are married." Mr Craven-Sands, who has made 
extensive socio-logical studies of seafarers & has been consulted on 
their welfare problems by various governments ?. shipping companies, points 
to a Norwegian study that shwoed that the incidence of venereal disease 
among sailors was about the same as among shore-side industrial workers. 
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And while seamen are vilified unfairly on the one hand, on the other 
there is little understanding of the problems they face. The same 
study showed there were twice as many alcoholics Ei 50% more neurotics 

psychotics among seamen than their landlubber counterparts. 

These problems are caused by the particular stress of a life at sea; 
being away from home for months or years at a time, usually living in 
an all-male group at close quarters, with lots of spare time when 
alcohol is freely available, social isolation in port & declining job 
satisfaction because of increasing automation. 

According to Mr Craven-Sands, it is only recently that even doctors 
ashore have begun to have some understanding of the problems. He tells 
the story of an Indian seaman who had been away from home for 11 months 
, had consulted two doctors who said he was a malingerer. His ship came 
to Sydney & an Indian chaplain at the mission discovered he was missing 
his family desperately. The chaplain recommended that the ship's agent 
send him home. The agent referred the man to a doctor who supported the 
malingerer theory & said he should be forced to work. He died on the 
next leg of the journey from malnutrition - he simply stopped eating. 
Mr Craven-Sands says seamen from the Indian subcontinent, where life is 
usually lived in a strong extended family, are much less able than others 
to stand the "terrible isolation of having no one to call your own." 

The long periods away from home result in many broken relationships. 
Mr Craven-Sands was once shown a letter which said "Dear Gordon, by the 
time you get this letter it will be too late to try & make contact with 
me. I will have left with someone who is home every night P who I don't 
have to wait 6 or 9 months for. Do not worry about Michelle (their 2 year 
old daughter), he will help me look after her better than you have done 
because he will be living at home. Goodbye, Jean." The Sydney mission 
cabled a mission chaplain in England, who sent to the home & found that 
Jean E Michelle had indeed flown. "That was 2 years ago. He still writes 	- 
to me saying his search is not ended. He was 29 at the time f will have 
a lifetime of searching for a little girl. In my job you get tears in 
your eyes every day," said Mr Craven-Sands. 

Arriving home after a long absence has its own problems. "His arrival 
often upsets the family routine. He is there for weeks with no work to 
do and is not even familiar with what needs attention in the house or 
garden. The children might regard him as a great admiral, pirate or 
adventurer when he arrives home loaded with presents, but they soon 
find he is just like other fathers - he does not understand them, but with 
more justification than other fathers." 

"His departure sometimes leaves the family in turmoil , the wife has to 
readjust the discipline of the family." 

The strains of living on board ship in a male-only environment are often 
merely exchanged for different stresses with the increasing inclusion 
of women in crews - as uncertified officers on Greek ships, stewardesses, 
nursing sisters & deck apprentices in British vessels, radio officers E 

cooks on Scandinavian ships, as "able seamen" on Russian fleets & as cooks 
engineers on the flag of convenience ships. 



If a woman has a liaison with the captain or an officer she 
faces strong resentment from the rest of the crew. Mr Craven-
Sands believes that even a relationship with someone of her own 
standing militates against her acceptance because the rest of 
the crew is disadvantaged in relation to the favoured man. 

Mr Craven-Sands' first wife, Beryl, was visited by sailors from 
all over the world variously calling her Mum, Ma, Momma or Mutti 
during the five years she was in hospital before her death in 
1969. "They are so happy to have a woman they can legitimately 
relate to," says Mr Craven-Sands. 

In the old days seamen used to complain of the lack of privacy and 
space when there may have been 14 men to a cabin. Now most seamen 
have cabins to themselves, but because of fire dangers and air-
conditioning the doors to them have to be kept shut. "Can you imagine 
anything more like a prison?" asks Mr Craven-Sands. 

Increasing automation often means less job satisfaction. "Pushing 
buttons, reading dials and flicking switches has a dehumanising effect. 
However important it is that it is done properly, it is a much less 
personal function than the older work methods," he says. 

Another improvement in conditions which has created new problems is the 
virtual abolition of overtime. "A man who has worked his 8 hours and 
slept and eaten all he can, now has 6 hours a day to fill every day. 
It requires considerable discipline to occupy yourself usefully for 
all that time," comments Mr Craven-Sands. 

The life gives lots of time for contemplation which the chaplain thinks 
might be why so many seamen are religious. It also gives time for the 
imagination to run riot, adding to the build-up of tension to be 
released in port. But it is not.easy to make up for all the time at 
sea in port. Much of the tourism element of seafaring is gone nowadays 
with ships spending about three days in port 4 being worked on all 
that time. Constantly moving between strange cultures is not easy 
either & 95% of the seamen serving Australia's international trade are 
foreigners. "The language is different, the way of life is different; 
just to see the street signs shouts at you 'You are a stranger'," 
says Mr Craven-Sands. 

A Third-World seaman also will be too poor to enjoy Sydney. His pay 
of about $90 a month is sufficient to support his family back home but 
notenough for a decent meal or even a bus fare here. 

Mr Craven-Sands believes such cases of misconduct as do occur in port 
are caused by alcohol, helped by the lack of the normal constraints of 
family & community disapproval. He says that the Governments ?, shipowners 
have only recently started to appreciate the special psychological 
problems seamen face. Improvements in seafarers' conditions he would 
like to see include a free telephone call home, once a month, after 
three month's service - a modest but valuable link. He also thinks 

- 


