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Dear Friend and Member,

The September meeting will be held as follows:-

Date:
Place:
Business:

Syllabus Item:

Friday Evening, September 17th, 1982, at 8.00 p.m.
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
General.

Mrs. Betty Goodyer will introduce the subject:

Supper Roster:

"Sir Joseph Banks, What Became of His Papers???"

Mrs. Goodyer will illustrate her address, and hopes
you will enjoy the evening, and maybe, we will Tearn
more of the history of our Country.

Miss Callister, Captain, together with Mrs. Preddy,

Mr. R. Lee,
President.

Phone 599.1244.

Mrs. E. Wright,

Treasurer.

Phone 599 4884.

Mrs. Farrar and Mrs. Barrack.

Ladies please bring a plate.

Mrs. B. Perkins, Mrs. E. Eardley,
Publicity Officer. Sec.& Bulletin Edtr.
Phone 587 9164. Phone 59 8078.

Miss D. Row, Mr. A. Ellis,

Social Secretary. Research Officer.
Phone 50 9300. Phone 587 1159.

"Praise loudly; blame softly."
T R, W Catherine 11.




Many of our Members have been and still are i11. We are sorry to hear this,
and hope they will be well again soon.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following books,
written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley for the Society, have been
reprinted and are now available. No.8 Book was compiled by Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins.

No. 1. "The Wolli Creek Valley"

No. 2. "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" ,

No. 3. "Saywells Tramway -- Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach"

No. 4. "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5.  "OQur Heritage in Stone"

No. 6.  "All Stations to Como"

No. 7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" N\
No. 8. "Early Churches of the St. George District"

No. 9. "Early Settlers of the St. George District" -- should be available at

an early date. .
For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:-

Mrs. E. Wright - Phone 599 4884, Miss B. Otton - Phone 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs. E. Eardiey - Secretary - Phone 59 8078, Mr. A. Ellis - Phone 587 1159.

Also available is a very interesting book - "Tempe-East Hills Railway", by
B.J. Madden. Published by Hurstville Historical Society. Price $1.80 per copy.
Postage extra. Phone 599 4884, 59 8078.

The Research Project. "Early Settlers of the St. George District" -- undertaken

by some of our members, is progressing. Much information has been gathered.

However, there is still a long way to go. Help from interested members would be
greatly appreciated. Can you help towards "Book No.9" in our series of books on
history? We would Tike to thank those members who have contributed. Your efforts
are greatly appreciated. -

Visitors are always welcome at our meetings.

SOCIAL NEWS. The following outings have been arranged by our Social Secretary
for your pleasure; we do hope Miss Row will have your support.

A Day at the Blue Mountains, to see the Rhododendrons, which should be at their
best at this time of the year.

Date: Saturday, November 13th, 1982.
Meeting Place: Western side of Rockdale Station.
Time: 8.30 A.M. SHARP.

Cost: $6.00 per person.

October long weekend Saturday 2nd, Sunday 3rd, Monday 4th.
Coach tour - "Taree and Thereabouts”. Details from Miss Row, Phone 50 9300.

Unfortunately this tour will be cancelled due to insufficient interest and support.
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THI* TOWERS OF SYDNEY - £Svdaey Town lhall
- Clock Tower, Central Station
- Lands Building Tower.

- John Haskell
Sydney Morning Herald
Llth June 1980.

In the wake of the Industrial Revolution 19th century society was
radically altered and Australian cities, like most of Western
LEurope and North America, witnessed a host of new and changed
institutions, ranging from railways and factories to the post office,
police, banks and all levels of government. '

These required buildings, plenty of them, and with wealth derived
chiefly from industry and commerce money was lavished on structures
whose magnificence would proclaim to all, rich and wretched alike,
the new found civic splendour and progress of their city. "Where
there's muck there's brass" and from the mid-19th century onwards
town halls, opera houses, art galleries and railway stations vied
to out-do each other, often incorporating a tower or some other
vertical feature to assert their importance.

It is said there is little true originality in architecture, that
architects are merely plagiarists, skilfully adapting past achievements
of others to solve their own problems. However this may be, such

skill was certainly needed by Victorian architects, as they '
confronted the bast reange of new building types for which no past
prototypes existed.

Their skill in applying the architectural styles of cathedrals to
railway stations or of palaces to post offices, was matched only by
their alacrity in combining several sources in one building.

Take the Sydney Town Hall for instance, erected between 1868 and 1888,
whose clock tower is so successful a feature in the streetscape of
central Sydney. The building is a melange of the French Baroque
(Vaux-le-Vicomte and the Mansart-type roofs) with a front derived from
Wren's St. Paul's, its tower also borrowing from Wren, but capped with
fashionably elongated cupola of the Victorian period.

James Barnet, for 25 years the NSW Colonial Architect, designed three
of Sydney's finest towers, on the Lands Building in Macquarie Place,
the Post Office in North Sydney and the GPO in Martin Place, all done

between 1875 and 1890.

English Palladianism and the work of Wren, acknowledged to be
England's greatest architect,were the sources Barnet drew upon for

inspiration.

His Lands Building clock tower shows his debt to Wren, with a
delightful Regency flourish in the onion dome. One hopes future
redevelopment nearby will not impair its continued visibility, .
especially important from Circular Quay. :
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Barnet used the Palladian motif on the cupola of his delightful
clock tower of North Sydney Post Office which, despite the awkward
connection between the corner buttresses and the pedimented portal
below, forms a particularly effective pivotal feature in the street.

The grafting of a tall tower on to the Italian Renaissance palace

front of Barnet's masterpiece, the GPO in Martin Place had no precedent
from that period, and so Barnet repeated on three levels a belfry
derived from one of Palladio's Venetian churches, topped by his
elongated version of Wren's clock towers from St. Paul's Cathedral.

The result is not very convincing architecturally,the 200" high tower
being weakly expressed on the building below, but since this is now
largely concealed behind luxuriant trees, the tower reads as an
independent element, particularly effective from a distance.

Altogether more successful is the tower of Central Station, a splendid
monument to the railway era designed in 1901 by W L Vernon, Barnet's
successor as NSW Government Architect, and probably inspired by the
bell tower of Westminister Cathedral in London.

)

Its tapering shaft, culminating in the free-Baroque style cupola,
still dominates its surroundings and one hopes that any adjacent,
redevelopment on the station site (and a major scheme is under
consideration) will maintain its visual impact.

The last example is concerned not with clocks - but with wireless -
the AWA Tower in Wynyard Square (c.1936) with its Eiffel Tower-like
lattice structure above the carefully modulated brickwork of its
main building, subtly linking the adaptive classicism of the 19th
century to the innovative experimentation of the 20th and forming a
visual link between Martin Place and Wynyard Square.

Wireless brings one back full circle to the first tower discussed, for
in 1930 the electric illuminations of Sydney Town Hall were switched
on by Guglielmo Marconi, the inventor of wireless, by radio from his
yacht off Italy.

)

The heirs to the 19th century tradition of tower building are surely
the slender, telecommunications structures such as Black Mountain

Tower in Canberra. They express today's national achievements, and, as
much as anything, symbolise the change of focus from city to nation
that has occurred over the last hundrd years.

kkkkdkkhkhkhhkhkhkhhkhhdkkkk
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH
SERVICES BEFORE - 1896.

- Lecture by
Mr F A Larcombe,M.E.c.,
Lecture at University
of Technology.

Government interest in public health administration is a
comparatively recent development. It was not until 1848

that the first general legislation was passed in England.

A cholera epidemic in 1831 and the insanitary conditions

existing in the new industrial towns forced the Imperal

Government to set up a Board of Health as a central authority.
Prior to 1848 public health control was not a municipal

function and the new legislation attempted to repair this
important omission by providing for municipalities voluntarily

to constitute themselves as local boards of health. Public
health development in England was to a large extent responsible
for an impetus to a similar movement in New South Wales. There

is sufficient evidence to show that some measures of public
health control had already been introduced in New South Wales
prior to the advent of municipal Government Building regulation
dates back to 1834. By the 'fifties' there was a quarantine
officer and a board to check the qualification of persons
practising as doctors. Acts had also been passed to regulate a
variety of public health matters, ranging from cattle slaughtering,
beer adulteration, to the provision of a supply of pure water by
the Sydney Municipal Council. In fact one of the earliest
prosecutions for the violation of public health regulations
occurred when one George Brown, an employee of Peters, the nightman,
polluted the Sydney water supply. An account of the case states
that "it appears that no less a quantity of 67 tons of night soil
had within one week been deposited within a quarter of a mile of
the tunnel whence the city is supplied with water", and that
"during the late heavy rains large quantities had been washed away
from the spot at which it was put down, towards the tunnel, the
liquid portion of which had filtrated through the ffrous earth into
the reservoir whence the city is supplied with water'". The
penalty was 4/6 with 15/6 costs. The Magistrate did intimate,
however, "that in the event of any similar offence being in future
committed a much heavier penalty would be imposed'. ‘

The early attempts at public health control were spasmodic and un-
co-ordinated. It was the "Herald" which first noted these barriers
to an efficient system. In 1857, just prior to the restoration of
the Sydney Municipal Council, which had been superseded by an
appointed Commission, the "Herald" had advocated central direction
of public health administration. "If the inhabitants of the British
Metropolis are so deeply sensible to the importance of sanitary

progress as to employ 47 medical officers of health, cannot the
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wealthy prosperous city of Sydney afford to employ one?
Notwithstanding the immense advantages possessed by Sydney in

an elevated position and in the enjoyment of salubrious sea
breezes the annual death rate was 11% above that of London with
its fogs, its factories, it oceans of smoke, and its aggregation
of 3 millions of inhabitants."

The "Herald's" request for a more definite form of public health
administration could not have been made at a more opportune time.
At the time the legislation for the restoration of the City Council
was before the Legislative Council. When the clauses empowering the
City Council to appoint certain officers were being debated. Dr.
Douglass drew attention to the need for an officer of Health, ''one
of the most necessary functionaries that could be attached to the
Corporation." Asa result provision was made for the compulsory
appointment  an Officer of Health, a fully qualified medical
practioner charged with such important duties as the ascertainment
of the existence and character of diseases, and their eradication,
the ventilation of schools, lodging houses and public building and
the extirpation of nuisances. Naturally the "Herald" was pleased
with the new provision for public health control. It promised to
support any candidate for alderman however radical, if he would
"'show himself best acquainted with the material wants of the City"
and was "qualified to take the lead as a sanitary reformer."
Citizens generally were ignorant of the 'verdant side of life' and
the deplorable neglect of the laws of health, the toleration of
festering wretchedness at our very doors has long been a disgrace
as it has now become a danger to the city."

y

Dr Isaac Aarons was the first appointment, and there was plenty of
scope for him to display his talents. Sydney, at the time had been
described as a "city of privies and of noisome and infectious gully
holes', it being virtually "impossible for a person with humane
feelings to pass along the lower part of Hunter Street -- without

a feeling of deep commisseration for the unfortunate inhabitants
who from choice or necessity have pitched their tents in such a
locality, and on whom, from the pallid and emaciated aspect of many
of them, especially the children" it was evident that '"the atmos-
pheric poison'" was '"doing its deadly work". It was considered
impossible for a person with a normal sense of smell to walk the
streets in the lower and more crowded areas without becoming aware
of the need for sanitary reforms. An article, "Social Cesspools

of Sydney", describing the Rocks, "the habitual resorts of vicious
and filthy humanity" emphasises further the need for public health
control. "The streets are scarcely traversable by vehicles and
destitute of all signs of forming, metalling, guttering sewering.
The houses which line them are small and comparatively ancient stone
cottages, so unevenly and irrgularly built that the doorstep of one
residence sometimes approximates to the eaves of another. Where
the erections are of wood their dilapidated, filthy appearance is all

the more striking. The interior of these abodes usually consists of
two dirty, bare rusty-coloured chambers of small size yet too large

)




