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Dear Friend and Member,

' The November meeting will be held as follows :-
Date. Friday evening, November, 20th, 1981, at 8.00 p.m.
Place. Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business. General.
Syllabus Item. .. "Peter Sage presents - "A trip to the Phillipines'.
‘ An evening you are sure to enjoy.
Supper Roster. Captain: Miss Dunsmore, together with Mesdames Lee,
Loring and Teychenne.
Ladies, please'bring a plate
Mr. R. Lee, Mrs. B. Perkins, Mrs. E. Eardley,
President Publicity Officer Sec. & Bulletin Ed.
/~hone 570 1244 » - Phone 587 9164 Phone 59 8078
Mrs. E. Wright, } Miss D. Row, Mr. A. Ellis,
Treasurer : Social Secretary Research Officer
Phone 599 4884 Phone 50 9300 Phone 587 1159

One who claims that he knows about it, tells me the earth is a vale of sinj;
But I and the bees, and the birds, we doubt it, and think it a world worth
living in.
Ella Wheeler Wilcox
Many of our Members have been and still are, ill. We are sorry

to hear this, and hope they will be well again soon. It is nice to see
Mr. Kell back again, after an extended illness. :

Heritage Week 1981 was an outstanding success. Put your thinking caps on -
we need suggestions for Heritage Week 1982. ’




ALCIAL NOTICE

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the
following books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford E. Eardley,
for the Society, have been reprinted and are now available. No. 8 Book
was compiled by Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins.

No. 1 "The Wolli Creek Valley"

No. 2 "Kogarah to Sans Scuci Tramway"

No. 3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach"

No. 4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5 "Our Heritage in Stone" (temporarily out of stock)

No. 6 "All Stations to Como"

No. 7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" (temporarily out of stock)
No. 8 "Early Churches of the St. George District”

All books now available. at $1.25 per copy - plus current rate of postage.

7/~ For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following :-

Mrs.. E. Wright - Phone 599 4884, Miss B, Otton - Phone 59 4259 (after 8pm)
Mrs. E. Eardley- Secretary - Phone 59 8078, Mr. A. Ellis - Phone 587 1159.

The Research Project - "Early Pioneers of the St. George District' -
undertaken by some of our members is progressing. Much information has
been gathered. However, there is still a long way to go. Help from
interested members would be greatly appreciated. Can you help towards
"Book No. 9" in our series of books on history?

Members please note: Due to circumstances, it has been found necessary
to increase the Annual Subscription as follows :-

~ ' Per Member - $3.00

Due July, 1981,

Per Family o $5.00 )

- HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN TO PAY YOURS?
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JAMES § WILLIAM BEEHAG.

' = Mrs M.L.Troughton - BexleyvNorth
- Mrs L.M,Thompson - Kingsgrove
- October 1981. ,

The two brothers James and William were yoeman farmers
from Essex, England. They emigrated to Australia in 1836.

ames purchased 79 acres of land adjoining Chandler's grant.
One boundary of it was later to become Bay Street Rockdale.
The land ran back in a triangle almost to Botany Bay, meeting
Patrick Moore's land to the south.

In 1840, James married Mary Burnett, a Scotch lass. They had

6 children - Isaac, Margaret, Robert, Gideon, Elizabeth and James.

- When James was 2 years old and Isaac 12 years, their mother died

and the father married again, to Maria Hamilton. Of this
marriage there were 5 children - William, Samuel, Arthur, George
and Mary.

William, brother of James, set up as a grocer in Newtown and

also bought land adjoining his brother's land at Rockdale. He
married Elizabeth Hamilton. When he retired from his grocery
business, he built a two-storied house between what is now
Spring § Tabrett Streets. In 1886, he had 4 surviving children -
William Alexander, Samuel Alfred, Hanna and Albert.

The need for a settled and suitable place of worship was apparent
to all and a choice of locality became possible when each of the
Beehag brothers offered an acre of their respective lands on
which to erect a permanent church. The portion offered by James
Beehag, being closer to the temporary church then in operation,

- was accepted on 18th August, 1958. Within 4 months, a stone

qhapel, 30 ft. long and 20 ft. wide, was completed at the cost
of pounds 220.0.0. It was dedicated on Boxing Day by the Rev.
Richard Amos, a missionary from Tonga. By 1871 the church became

~too small and a new building was erected at a cost of pounds 600.0.0.

The promitive chapel was set aside as a school. This graceful
Methodist Church with its subsequent extensive additions and
parsonage, still stands in Bay Street, Rockdale.

In its early years, the church was included in the Newtown
circuit under the Superintendence of the Rev.W.A.Quick. The
school conducted -at the church during the week was in the
capable hands of Mr John Andrews, a Methodist lay-preacher, who
moved to Rockdale in 1862. The school fee was 6d. per pupil,
per week. This school flourished for years, until a school was
opened at Kogarah and later at Arncliffe.

About 1862, a '"new line of Rocky Point Road" was built. To
assi§t the upkeep of the newly constructed roads, Trustees were
appointed and were permitted under the Parish Roads Act, to
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charge a rate not exceedlng 6d. per acre on all lands within
three miles of the road. The Rocky Point Trust, comprising
John B Carroll, (Chairman), Patrick Moore, J.Moore, James Beehag
and William Beehag, was granted permission to establish the

first toll bar south of Cook's River, at a point 150 yards
from the bathing house at Tempe. :

In 1871, James Beehag was elected an Alderman on the first

Rockdale Municipal Council. He was Mayor of Rockdale twice
in 1872 and 1875.

"HENRY KINSELLA.

- Mrs M.L.Troughton - Bexley North
- Mrs L.M,Thompson - Kingsgrove.
- October 1981.

Henry Kinsella was born at Liverpool,NSW, in 1846. He was the
second son of Charles Kinsella of. the flrm of Funeral Directors,
founded in 1830.

On 25th March 1880, he purchased from George Preddey Jnr., 27
acres of land at the junction of Forest & Stoney Creek Roads.
On this land he erected a large two-storey mansion which he
called "Kinsel Grove" § had the grounds beautifully landscaped.
He was a man of many interests who gave liberally to the St.
George Church Hurstville and Christ Church, Bexley, & took a

~ very keen interest in the St.George District Band.

He also led the move for the building of a school at Bexley and
was a candidate for election to the first Hurstville Council.

Well known as a man of kindness § sensitivity, he was often called
"The Squire of Kinsel Grove'.

In 1871, he married Mary Halliday of Kingsgrove. There were 9
children of the marriage, 3 of whom died in infancy § were buried
in ST. George Churchyard at Hurstville. Mary Elizabeth, died
aged 1 month on 14th December 1871, Amy died 27th December 1878
aged 14 months and Charles George died 28th August 1889,aged

14 months. , /

The stained-glass window above the altar in ST. George Church
Hurstville, was erected in 1889 in memory of the son, Charles
George.

Henry Kinsella died 2nd March 1915, aged 67 years and his wife -

died 10th June 1918, aged 73 years. Both were buried in St.
George Church, Hurstville.

- - - -
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WEST OF THE RIVER ROAD.

- Jacqueline Davies
‘- Dorothy Mulholland
- Nora Pipe - 1979.

These excerpts from "West of the River Road" ave published
with the express permission of the Publication Committee of
the Ladies' Auxiliary of the Panantia Public School.

The book itself includes fascinating and interesting historical
information of what is now known as Panania, Picnic Point and
Egst Hills areas. Copies of the book are available from
Mr.J.B.Gregory, Principal, Panania Public School, Lawler Street,

DEVELOPMENT WEST OF THE RIVER ROAD. 1788 -,1892.

The land extending from The River Road to the Georges River is
today divided into the suburbs of Panania, Picnic Point, East
Hills and part of Revesby. The thousands of residents living
within these suburbs share a pride in their district, which is
justified by looking back over the long, colourful history of
the development of this area west of The River Road. ~ -

Tribes of nomadic Aborigines were the first residents of our
district. Here they lived, sheltering from the elements in

the many caves still to be found in the Hawkesbury Sandstone
terrain, in areas close to the Georges River. Aborigines hunted,
fished and collected food in the dense forests, creeks and the
river, in. complete harmony with the environment. In secret
places, the tribal elders celebrated age-old religious rites and

‘retold in song, dance and art forms, the mythological legends of

the Dreamtime, enriching and preserving their unique culture.

The coming of the First Fleet brought a swift end to this era.

From the moment the British flag was raised in the Colony, all

land ceased to be Tribal Land and became Crown Land and aborigines
slowly disappeared, leaving little to remind us of their existence.
King Bungerry, his wife Betsy, and tribal members stayed in the
district for some years after the European Colonisation, but today,
grooves worn in rocks near Little Salt Pan Creek where stone axe-heads,
spear-heads and cutting blades were sharpened are the only real
reminders of the presence of these people. A stone axe-head was

unearthed by Mr.W.Vivian in his garden in Lucas Road, East Hills,
in recent years. ' : :

The first Europeans to venture into this district were George Bass
and Matthew Flinders with a boy servant, Martin. In the year 1795
they explored the Georges River in the tiny 8 ft.(2.5m) dinghy

“he "Tom Thumb". During their nine day expedition they explored
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some 20 miles (32 km) past any previous exploration of the river.

They discovered land which they described to Governor John Hunter
as being suitable for farming along the banks of the upper reaches
of the river.Bass § Flinders were later rewarded for their effort

by being granted adjoining land grants near Prospect Creek (today

Georges Hall).

Fifteen months after the voyage by Bass and Flinders, Governor Hunter
& a small party made an overland trip into the district, travellipg~
as far as the present site of Lansdowne Bridge. Within a short time

settlers were established on small farm lots by Prospect Creek.

This was the first'step towards the formation of "Banks Town" & soon
land grants in the area were being made to eligible citizens of the
colony. ' :

The first grant of Crown Land in the district west of The River Road
was made by Governor King to George Johnston Junior, son of Major
George Johnston, in 1804. The grant of 500 acres (200 ha) became known
as "New Jerusalem". George Johnston Junior did not live on this grant;

- however, he later had a tenant farmer, Robert Gardiner, who managed

Creek in the Windsor District.

the farm "East Hills" on the property. The grant would today be bounded
by The River Road, Bransgrove Road, Tompson Road and extend west almost
to the present Panania shopping Centre. :

In 1813, Esther Julian, mother of George Johnston Junior, was granted
570 acres of land by Governor Macquarie. The grant adjoined her son's
land, both properties sharing a common boundary which today would be
Bransgrove Road, the other boundaries being The River Road, Milperra
Road and the approximate position of Marigold Street. Esther Julian did
not live on her land. : L

Fifteen years passed before there were any notable changes in the district
then in 1828 Thomas Graham was promised 640 acres of land by Governor
Major General Richard Bourke. The grant was bounded by The River Road,
Tompson Road, Malvern Street and George's River. Thomas Graham was the
first grantee west of The River Road to take up residence on his land,

if only for a short time. Seven months after he was granted the deed to
his land in 1835, he sold out to Mr Charles Tompson, a farmer from South
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In 1834, David Lennox was commissioned to design and supervise the
building of Lansdowne Bridge, which was to span Prospect Creek at
Lansdowne. The bridge was to be constructed from stone quarried from
a site approximately opposite the pPresent site of East Hills Park. A

'stockade was built to house the convict labourers working the quarry.

Working hours were set according to the tides and the cut stone was
floated on barges upstream to the construction site. '

David Lennox obtained good conditions for his convicts. They were

well-clothed and fed double rations, because of their hard physical
labours. The usual iron manacles worn by the convicts were removed
tc allow them more freedom of movement. Unfortunately the convicts




