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; Dear Friend and Member,
The August meeting will be held as follows:-
Date: Friday Evening, August 21st, 1981, at 8.00 p. m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Syllabus Item: Mr. Fred Wilkins will present "An Old Comedy Night".

Do come along and enjoy some fun and laughter. This is
something different.

/
Business: General.

S upper Rostér: Captain: Mrs. Thompson, together with Mesdames Troughton,
Hunt & Grace.

Ladies please bring a plate.

Mr. R. Lee, - | ' | Mrs. E. Eardley.
President. Sec. & Bulletin Ed.
Phone 570.1244. Phone 59.8078.

. Mrs. B. Perkins,
Publicity Officer.
Phone 587.9164

Mrs. E. Wright,
Treasurer & Soc. Sec.
Phone 599.4884.

"The road to success has few

short cuts. "

Mr. A. Ellis,
Research Officer.
Phone 587.1159.

travellers, because many get lost trYing to find

Friendship Book 1971.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear this, and
hope they will be well again soon.

Result of Competition: Hand made picture presented by Mrs. J. Hindmarsh and
Mrs. E. Wright.

Winner - Mrs. Barbara Dixon, Dunmore Street, Bexley.

Saturday. 3rd, Sunday 4th, and Monday 5th October, 1981 - Weekend historical
tour of Dubbo and Districts. $92.00. Final payment August meeting. A few
seats still available.

'SPECIAL NOTICE.

N

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following books,
written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society, have been
reprinted and are now available. No. 8 Book was compiled by Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins.

No. 1. "The Wolli Creek Valley"

No. 2. "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3. n"Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach'

No. 4. "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5. "Qur Heritage in Stone"

No. 6. "All Stations to Como" .

No. 7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley' is also available. (Limited stocks only).
No. 8. "Early Churches of the St. George District"

All books now available at $1.25 per copy - plus current rate of postage.

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Mrs. E. Wright - Ph. 599.4884, Miss B. Otton - Ph. 59.4259 (after 8 p. m.)
Mrs. E. Eardley - Secretary - Ph. 59.8078, Mr. A. Ellis - Ph. 587.1159.

ﬁThe Research Project - "Early Pioneers of the St. George District'' - undertaken by
some of our members is progressing. Much information has been gathered. However,
there is still a long way to go. Help from interested members would be greatly
appreciated. Can you help towards ""Book No.9'" in our series of books on history ?

Members please note. Due to circumstances, it has been found necessary to increase
the Annual Subscription as follows:-

Per Member .o $3.00 )
Per Family .o $5.00 )

Due July 1981.




PIONEERS OF WEST BOTANY - John Andrews.

- Margaret Dunsmore
of Eastwood.
June 1981.

John ‘Andrews, born in London in 1828, came to Sydney as a young

man of 21 years of age and to live at the place later to be called
Rockdale. For fifty five years he was a member of the Wesleyan,
later Methodist Church in Bay Street, holding high offices in that
church. Mr C W Napper, who remembers Mr Andrews as an old man,
recalls that he lived in a two storied house in what is now

Princes Highway, opposite the present ambulance station and that his
wife conducted a drapery shop in adjoining premises.

This pioneer made a significant contribution to public life in that
for a period of twenty three years he successfully conducted the
school in Bay Street under the old denominational school regime, and
until public school education became available to all children. At
the time of his death in 1904 it was written:-

"There are hundreds of people scattered over thc state who
as boys or girls were taught by the good old veteran and

who cherish for his memory a reverent and affectionate
regard." (The Methodist of 29th October, 1904. page 2).

- oy - - -

William Berghofer.

William Berghofer, a native of Germany, came to N.S.W. in 1852

when he was 44 years of age, accompanied by his wife Anna and

their six children, the eldest of whom was 12 years of age. He

was a farmer and acquired land in Rocky Point Road in what is

now known as Kogarah (on his death certificate called Scarboro).
P.Geeves and J.Jervis in their book '"Rockdale - Its Beginning and
Development" - p.53, say he told how he first came to take possession
of his land in his wagon, but was forced to detour through the bush
at Cobblers Pinch (now Arncliffe Hill) and suffered the cap5121ng

of the vehicle with all his posse551ons

William Berghofer no doubt prospered in the alien environment -

three more children were born to him in N.S.W. and we read of him

as the head of the committee which was formed to organlse the

bu11d1ng of St. Paul's Church of England Kogarah in 1869, and that
prior to this there was a small Church of England Community in the
Rocky Point area who met at his home for divine services. (Centenary
Booklet published September, 1969.) He died on 31st May, 1890

and was buried in the Cemetery kogarah (no doubt St. Paul's Churchyard) .

- an m on -




John Iliffe.

John Iliffe, nurseryman, was born at Guilsborough,
Northampton, England in or about the year 1840, and when
a child of about ten years of age, came to Sydney N.S.W.
His father was William Iliffe and mother Rebeeca, whose
maiden name was Smith. He came to live in Rocky Point
Road at what is now Rockdale and when 22 years of age
married Sarah Morse, who lived with her parents, Thomas
and Mary Morse, on the opposite side of Rocky Point Road.

John Iliffe worked with great skill and zeal to establish
and maintain a nursery of extensive proportions in the area
between the present day Bestic and Bryant Streets and built
a very fine stone villa which he called '"Rosevale'. By 1884
"Rosevale' had gained the reputation as ''the most extensive
nursery and plant establishment in the Colony" - (The

Illustrated Sydney News 7th June 1884).

)

In addition to '"Rosevale'" John Iliffe held 44 acres of land
"at Hurstville in the centre of Gannons Forrest' (as referred
to in the above publication), where the business of tree
propogation was carried on.

This pioneer died on 3rd September, 1910 at "Rosevale" and was
survived by two daughters, a son and two daughters having
pre-deceased him. In due course of time the two nurseries
ceased and the land they occupied was subdivided. Part of the
above 44 acres was incorporated in the Bexley Golf Links and
part in the residential areas in Ada, Hancock, Rose and Iliffe
Streets of Bexley. ''Rosevale" remained standing until 1962,
when it was demolished and the stones which formed the beautiful
facade of the home were given to the Rockdale Municipal Council
in the hope that they might be incorporated in some significant
structure.

N

- - - -

William Iliffe.

William Iliffe, son of John Iliffe a coachman, was born in
Northampton, England in or about the year 1811 and at 36 years
of age married Harriett Randall in London. Within two or

three years after his marriage, i.e. some time in 1850 or
thereabouts he came to Sydney N.S.W. and took up residence

‘in Crown Street, Woolloomooloo. Waugh § Cox's Sydney Directory
of 1855, lists William Iliffe a grocer, at 19 Crown Street.

In the list of persons qualified'to vote for Members of the
Legislative Assembly for the Canterbury Electoral District




Y

B

242l 2|4

1859 - 60 appears "William I11iffe Residence Woolloomooloo,
Freeholder - Rocky Point Road - House and Land", so we may
assume that he had acquired land and built a residence in that
place, but he died at 61 Crown Street, Wooloomooloo on 12th
October 1868 survived by his wife Harriett, two sons and two
daughters, one son having predeceased him. His wife continued
the business at Woolloomooloo until at least 1882 ( as appears
in Sands Sydney and Suburban Directory) and she died on 3lst
December 1888.

William Anthony de Jean Iliffe.

William Anthony de Jean Iliffe, son of thé above, was born in

Sydney (presumably Woolloomooloo) in 1851 and married Martha

Denning McGill at Balmain when 19 years of age. Sands
Directory of 1880 includes William Iliffe a nerseryman at

3/7 Stephen Street and in the directory of 1892, Iliffe & Co.,
nurserymen appear in Rocky Point Road and William Iliffe on

the western side of that road. He took up residence in a
stone cottage set in very extensive grounds situated on the
western side of the railway line and very close to the present
Banksia station. Here he grew many rare plants - importing
gerberas from South Africa - streletzias, guava and loquat
fruits. He attended Sydney University and especially studied
the works of William Shakespeare and arranged the acting of his
plays. His was a very attractive character and he was loved by
his family. He lived until 30th August 1933, dying in his home
in Bowmer Street, Banksia, survived by two daughters and three
sons. His grandchildren recall the delight of his garden and
home, alas long since gone from scene and taken over by
suburban residential development.

————————

THE ROSEVALE NURSERIES - Rocky Point Road, Cook's River.

- The Illustrated Sydney News
Saturday June 7, 1884. No.6-VolXXL.

About a mile and a half from Cook's River Dam, and about ten |
minutes walk from Mrs Clune's West Botany Hotel, Mr Iliffe's

' Nurseries will be seen on the left. The exact spot is indicated

by the exquisitely ornate villa facing the road, for beyond
this there is no sign of any kind to show that the most
extensive nursery and plant establishment in the colony is near
at hand. ' : ’ ~

1In point of fact Mr Iliffe does not seem to court the custom
of the casual purchaser, but lays himself out to supply whole-
sale buyers - the nurserymen of this and the adjacent colonies.
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Victoria, which has attained such a lead in horticultural
matters, is a most extensive customer; for, though '
there are large plant establishments in that colony, many
varieties are propogated in t-is climate with greater
facility - notably, the camellia, and the whole race of the
citrus or orange tribe, and these are, in season, sent to
Melbourne in enormous quantities, the supply last year
being quite inadequate to the demand.

And then, the growing demand for ornamental plants and
fruit-yielding trees as this colony is settled, is very
apparent. Every purchaser of land designed for his future
home likes to surround it with a wealth of shrubberies and

a garden; and, to meet this, the business of the nurseryman
must yearly extend in almost geometrical progression. Mr.
Iliffe seems to have realised this, and, with the foresight
and sagacity of a thoroughly business man, has placed himself
in the very foremost position to meet the emergencies of the
future. Figures will but faintly convey to the reader the
extent to which this probably demand has been provided for;
and nothing but a personal visit will realise the enormous
work carried on at Rosevale Nurseries and at the Hurstville
establishment alluded briefly to at the close of this article.
Those who have seen the Jardins de Ville of Paris, where all
the plants for the decoration of the reserves of that city
are propogated, may form some idea of Mr Iliffe's place, and
the busy work of layering, budding, grafting, insertion of
cuttings, re-potting and other processes.

Entering the grounds, the arrangement of which have recently
been made to suit the requirements of the new residence, the
visitor is first introduced to the plant-houses, of which
there are more than a dozen. These are extensive structures,
with bamboo wicker work sides, and covered with tea-tree spray,
just sufficiently close to break the too free rays of the sun
and heavy rains, but to admit of the free circulation of the
air. The contents of these houses it is a treat to inspect.
Every plant is in the most perfect health, having that deep
green foliage and compact habit so rarely witnessed in plant-
houses. Camellias in thousands, and of all varieties, first
greet the eye; Schinus molle, that ever popular and graceful
tree, which seems to revel in all temperate climates; guavas,
of several kinds; a splendid collection of pittosporums,
embracing Fugenoides nigrescens, Ralphia bicolor, Tobira
revolutum, and others; Hibiscus, of varieties; and veronicas.
Another house is marked by the presence of a large collection
of the tuberous-rooted begonias of popular varieties, and
especially so by a large number of seedlings raised by Mr
Il1iffe, many of which are striking departures from the ordinary
type, and will assuredly make their mark in the future.  Another
house is devoted to the Coleus, and to the specimen plants of
Hydrangea, etc. The many varieties of coleus at the time of




