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Dear Friend and Member,

—~ |
The March meeting will be held as follows:-
Date: Friday Evening, March 27th, 1981, at 8. 00 pe m. (note altered date).
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Syllabus Item: Alderman Ron Rathbone will be our Guest Speaker, and will
show slides from his collection of ""Historic Homes .of the
District", in conjunction with 'Heritage Week'.
Business: Geheral.
Supper Roster: Mrs. Robb, Captain, and Mesdames Iarnach, Meyers,
and Ronson.
Ladies please bring a plate.
Mr. R. Lee, Mrs. E. Eardley,
i President. , , Sece & Bulletin Editor
i Phone 570.1244 : Phone 59.8078
¥ . Mrs. B. Perkins,
* Publicity Officer.
. Phone 587.9164
Mrs. E. Wright, " Mr. A. Ellis,
Treas. & Soce Sece. - Research Officer.
Phone 599.4884

Phone 587.1159

"Excuses are worthless. Your enemies won't accept them,
and your friends don't need them."

sees Friendship Book - 1970.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear this,
and hope they will be well again soon.

We regret the deaths of Mrs. Gladys Gash of Arncliffe, and Mr. Arthur Ford of
Darling Point (late of Carlton), both long standing and valued members. To
their families we offer our deepest sympathy. :

20th Anniversary Dinner - Ainslee Lodge, Bexley, Saturday, 18th July, 1981.

Saturday 3rd, Sunday 4th and Monday 5th October,‘ 1981 - Weekend historical
tour of Dubbo and Districts. $92.00. Deposit $10.00 at March meeting.
Please see Mrs. Wright for details.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

The Ste George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following books,
written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society, have been
reprinted and are now available. No.8 Book was compiled by Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins.

No. 1. "The Wolli Creek Valley"

No. 2. "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3. ""Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach'"

No. 4. "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5. "Qur Heritage in Stone!"

No. 6. "All Stations to Como!

No. 7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley!'' is also available.
(Limited stocks only)

No. 8. "Early Churches of the Sts George District!

All books now available at $1.25 per copy - plus current rate of postage.
For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:
Mrs. E. Wright - Ph, 599.4884, Miss B. Otton - Ph. 59,4259 (after 8 p.ms.)

Mrs. E. Eardley - Secretary - Ph. 59.8078. Mr. A. Ellis - Ph. 587.1159.
Book No0.9 in our series of books on history, local and thereabouts, is in the
process of being researched. Can you help with any information concerning the
early Pioneers of the District? If you can, this will be greatly appreciated.

NOTE: APRIL MEETING - 24.4.81. (Date changed due to Easter).

REMINDER:

Coach Tour of "Historic Homes and Buildings, and Points of Interest''s
Date: Wednesday, 25th March, 1981.

Meeting Place; Railway St. , Rockdale (Opposite Railway Station)
Time: 2,00 psm. sharp. return 5,00 p. m.

Cost: $2.00 per person.

(Mr. Arthur Ellis will be guide on this occasion.)
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- K.A.Johnson - Councillor .
Royal Australian Historical Society
Newsletter - No.l. New Series -
January 1981L. :

The BOth,Anniveréary of the founding of the (Royal)
Australian Historiecal Soctety in Sydney in 190L.

The year 1981 marks the 80th Anniversary of the founding in Sydney
of the Australian Historical Society. ‘It also marks the 80th
Anniversary of Federation of the Australian States into the Common-
wealth of Australia and the 75th Anniversary of the commencement of
the Mitchell Wing of the State Library of New South Wales. There
is more than a tenuous connection between the Founders of the :
Australian«Historical Society and each of these events. It is
significant and not surprising that a strong tie has existed between
the Society and The Mitchell Library and the State Library of New
South Wales through the years. This tie commenced with David Scott
Mitchell himself, the Society's first Patron and F M Bladen who
became Principal Librarian and was in 1901 one of the Society's
first Councillors. : ‘ ‘

Australia 80 years ago had just been through an exciting and stirring
period "the nineties" throughout which Australians had been working
towards securing the union of the Australian colonies. The spirit of
Federation, the most important national movement that had ever been
engaged in, naturally was as much alive in New South Wales as the
other States. The Commonwealth of Australia, with its population of
only 3 3/4 million, in fact celebrated its birthday as a united nation
on January 1, 1901, only weeks before the inaugural meeting of the

Australian Historical Society. The Founders of the Society had to

f;contﬁndjyith}thq~thenvwi¢e1y,held}view: Australia is a land with a
great fut

ire and almost no past - hers has been a brief and unevent ful

" story. There had been no terrible natural disasters; no wars had

happened in America, Africa and New Zealand during the 19th century
and no menacing race problems. Many Australians regrettably shared the

belief that their country did not have a history. The epic pioneering

- days whichuwere;sOQn,tnrprovide;africh~storehouse of material for

'ﬁiStﬁri¢él7ﬁxiters,wereinptggenera11y~recogniSea in 1901 as historic-
Cally signifteent. oo

The small group'Of’$Ydﬁey’historiansfgager to establish a Society had

- to persist with their objectives to foster an interest in Australia's
. achievements prior to the birth of the Commonwealth, to Tescue valuable

historical material from oblivion and to preserve old relics and

- landmarks. They wanted some record for the future, of Australia's past,

in particular the events witnesaed’during'the'preCeding four or five

_generations.
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Preliminary discussions on the formation of an historical
society took place during 1898, between John Nobbs, M.L.A.

for Granville, the Rev. W.H.H.Yarrington and Edward Dowling,J.P.
The Sydney-born John Nobbs, a former Registrar-General's Depart-
ment officer had been advocating in the Leglslatlve Assembly the
establishment of a N.S.W. Archives repository in the building to
be erected for The Mitchell Library. William Yarrington, a
learned Church of England clergyman, had arrived in Sydney from
England at the age of two. The ardent federalist, Edward Dowling,
another Sydney native, was Accountant at the Government Printing
Office and later Secretary to the Board of Technical Education in
New South Wales. The three of them had witnessed the development
of Australia during the preceding 50 years. '

The Centennial Celebrations of 1888 stimulated some interest in \
Australian history. The Picturesque Atlas of Australiq edited by ’
the Honourable Andrew Garran, LL.D., M.L.C., and various other
historical reference and blographlcal works were published at 0
this period. According to J.M.Forde who wrote historical articles ’é§§
for the Truth newspaper under the pseudonym "old Chum'" for some
35 years, interest was aroused in '"0ld Sydney" and its history as
early as 1893 when a series of articles was published on Sydney's
01d Sandhills Cemetery, Elizabeth and Devonshire Streets. A
friend of 01d Chum's of long standing, Mr Edward Stack of Willoughby,
; also a native of Sydney, who had been in charge of the Map and Plan
g ~ Room at the Lands Department for a number of years, discussed with
a5 . David Scott Mitchell and with Old Chum the articles. He then
raised with J.P.McGuanne, another officer of the Lands Department,
the founding of an '01d Sydney Society'". Mr Stack was doubtful
if the Society would receive support as the descendants of early
settlers would be "afeared" that unplasant matter might be recounted
at the meetings. The Sydney-born Mitchell had no fear of the success
of the Society should it be formed. Dr. Andrew Houison, a native of
Parramatta, shared David Scott Mitchell's optimism. It was probably
| the great collector and the highly respected medico's advice and
j - proferred -assistance that persuaded Mr Stack to pursue the venture.
i " He became the Society's first Hon.Secretary. Edward Dowling, the
;  other staunch advocate of the establishment of a Society, as the
; e 8ecretary of the Australian Federation: League, was fully engaged at
: ‘  the time with events associated with Federation.

J)

David Scott Mltchell consented 1n 1900 to become the Patron of a
Society based in Sydney, if the title was altered to the Australian
Historical Society. We are indebted to Mitchell for the maturity and
foresight of his stand and for his recognition of the status of the
word "Australia'. It was especially approprlate for Australla S
first historical society established in Sydney, the nation's oldest
city, at the same tlme as the Federatlon of the Australlan States.

'What became recognised by the Founders as the inaugural meetlng of the
Australian Historical Society was held in the .Queen's Hall, Pitt
Street, opposite the Congregat10na1 Church on Friday evening, March 15,
1901. Dr Andrew Houison, who became Foundation President, gave a

short introductory address tracing the steps bykwhlchkthe~SQc1ety had




