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Dear Friend and Member,

r The February meeting will be held as follows:-
N
r\mDate: Friday Evening, February 20th, 1981, at 8,00 p.m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Business: General.

A general discussion will follow concerning proposed activities during '"Heritage
Week'', which will take place from March 23rd - March 29th inclusive. All
members are invited to take part in the discussion, and also to help to make a
sticcess of whatever activities are decided upons We need your help and your
enthusiasma.

The above general discussion will take the place of a Syllabus Item.

— , ‘ '
Supper Roster: Mrs. Lee, Captain, & Mesdames Loring, Teychenne, &

. Miss Dunsmore. :

I\‘\\ Ladies please bring a plate,

" “MF. R Lee, Mrs. E. Eardley
President. . Secs & Bulletin Editor.

Mrs. B. Perkins,

PK-, one 570, 1244, Publicity Officers | Phone 59,8078,

Phone 587.9164.

Mrs. E. Wright, : Mr. A. Ellis,

Treasurer & Social Sec. ‘ Research Officer.
Phone 599.4884. Phone 587.1159

""Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.'
eess Old Chinese Proverb.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ille We are sorry to hear this,
and hope they will be well again soon.

HOLIDAYS,

Saturday, 14th and Sunday, 15th March, 1981. Milton-Ulladulla and District
Historical Society invites us to a weekend function. $45. 00.
Please ring Mrs. Wright 599.4884, for details. Pay this meeting.

© All meet at 7.30 a. m. sharp - Railway Street, Rockdale (western side of Railway

Station).

A Coach Tour of ' !'Historic Homes and Buildings, and Points of Interest'
Date: 25th March, 1981.
Meeting Place: Railway St., Rockdale (Opposite Railway Station)

Time: 2.00 psm. sharp. return 5.00 p.m.
Cost: $2, 00 per person.

(Mr. Arthur Ellis will be guide on this occasion.)

Saturday 3rd, Sunday 4th and Monday 5th October, 1981 - Weekend historical
tour of Dubbo and Districts. $92.00. Deposit $10.00 at March meeting.
Please see Mrs. Wright for details ;

20th Anniversary Dinner - Ainslee I.odge, Bexley, 13th June, 1981. Details later.

SPECIAL NOTICE,

The St. George Historical Society ie pleased to announce that the following books,
written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society, have been
reprinted and are now available. No.8 Book was compiled by Mrs. Bronwyn
Perkins.

No. 1 ""The Wolli Creek Valley"
No. 2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway!"'
No. 3 "Saywells Tramway - Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach"
No. 4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway'"
No. 5 ""Our Heritage in Stone'"
No. 6 "All Stations to Como"
. No. 7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley' is also available.

(Limited stocks only)
No. 8 "Early Churches of the St« George District"
All books now available at $1.25 per copy - plus current rate of postage.
For your copy of the above hooks, please contact one of the following:
Mrs. E. Wright - Ph. 599.4884, Miss B. Otton - Ph. 59 4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs. E. Eardley - Secretary - Ph. 59 8078. Mr. A. Ellis - Ph. 587 1159,
Book 9 in our series of books on history, local and thereabouts, is in the process
of being researched. Can you help with any information concerning the early
Pioneers of the District? If you can, this will be greatly appreciated.

NOTE: MARCH MEETING. 27.3.81. Alderman Ron Rathbone will be Guest
Speaker.,
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KINGSGROVE,
- B J Madden -15.9.1980.

Kingsgrove was the site of a factory for the manufacture of .
tobacco and snuff for about 20 years from 1854. Thomas

Smithson was a native of Leeds, Yorkshire (born c 1814). He

and his family are said to have arrived in Sydney on the ship
Ascendant in 1852, and resided at Paddington for a couple of years.
He had been engaged in tobacco manufacturing in England and it is
said that he was associated with Hugh Dixson prior to coming to
Kingsgrove. Hugh Dixson had founded the Dixson Tobacco Co Ltd.
which eventually became British Tobacco and is now Amatil. His
grandson, Sir William Dixson, established the Dixson Collection
which is associated with the State Library of New South Wales.

After leasing the land for a year, Thomas Smithson purchased Lot 11
of 25 acres at the corner of Stoney Creek Road and Croydon Road in
December 1855, although it was mortgaged back to Michael Gannon at
the same time. The tobacco factory was on the southern side of

Stoney Creek Road about half way between Caroline St and Kingsgrove

"Road and most of the Sydney Houses were supplied with snuff and

tobacco. The tobacco leaf was said to have been grown on the
property. One of his grandaughters was taught by her mother to plait
her hair in six strands, which was the way they plaited the tobacco.

After operating the factory for 20 years, Thomas retired.
Incidentally, the land was re-possessed by Michael Gannon because
of money owing. Thomas died at his residence in Stoney Creek Road
on 26th June 1908, but his residence at this time was at the rear
of his son s'house, which is where the Bexley Golf Clubhouse is now
located. The Sydney Morping Herald on 1 July 1908, reported that
the funeral, which took place at Moorfield Cemetery on Sunday 28
June 1908 was one of the largest seen in the district, and was
attended by many old residents. Thomas Smithson's descendents were
said to numer 122, and he was 94 years of age at the time of his
death. He was one of the first road trustees for the district, a
position he held until his death. (Th1s would probably refer to
Stoney Creek Road, which was planned 1865 and opened 28th July 1868).

In the item concerning his death in the St. George Call of 4 July
1908, it was said that he could relate many incidents of the early
days when the settlers, anxious to make a decent road to Sydney.
brought their own saplings and laid the first corduory track, giving
an approach to Cooks River. Smithson's Wine Bar, run by Thomas' son
James Edward Smlthson, is a separate story.

References: SMH 27 June 1908 p24; 1 July 1908 plCh.
St.George Call 4 July 1908. -

-Map: Lands Dept.R 475 1603 R (re Stoney Creed Road)

Map showing the country lying between Cooks § Georges Rivers,

Higinbothan, Robinson § Harrison, C 1885, M.L.K981.11.
' 6A.
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KINGSGROVE GASOMETER DEMOLISHED.
| - B J Madden.

Mid-November 1979, saw the demolition and removal of a landmark
in Kingsgrove - the Gas Holder in Kingsgrove Road opposite Omnibus
Road. The Gas Holder was built during 1926-27 in order to improve
the gas supply in that area, which was then undergoing rapid

expansion.

The Holder had a dlameter of 164 feet and fully inflated was
approx:mately 114 feet in height.

At 6.00a.m. on 15 February 1956, the early morning quiet was

shattered by 'a muffled roar', a 'great flame shot into the air’

and residents thought that a barb had exploded. The 'muffled’ g‘\\
sound was the roar of flaming gas escaping fram a major leak at '
the top of the container. Four residents suffered superficial

burns. The Australian Gas Light Co., explanation of the incident

was that it was not an explosion in the true sense of the word

but was caused by failure of the crown. A rlng of corrosion had s
formed around the periphery of the crown, causing the metal to :\\
part and the crown to open up. in much the same fashion as the 1lid

of a jam tin. The escaping gas ignited in the atmosphere causing

very little damage. The Holder, without the support of the containing

gas, simply fell into the underground tank.

The Company decammissioned the holder early in 1979 when it began
to pump processed natural gas into the Kingsgrove area from the
Holders at Chullora. There is a photograph of the framework of

the Gas Holder being demolished in the St. George and Sutherland
Shire Leader of 21 November 1979. I was able to cbtain some
photographs on 15 November 1979, just after demolition had commenced.
The Australian Gas Light Company has been unable to locate old

photographs, and I wonder whether there are any photographs of the 3
Gas Holder or of that part of Kingsgrove on the northern side of
the Tenpe—-East Hills railway line, which would give an indication o

of the size of the Gas Holder. It would be particularly interesting
to see photographs taken before World War II and I would appreciate
the opportunity to copy any such photographs. LD

Address for contactirlg Mr AMadden: 19 Marcella Street, Kingsgrove 2208.

-




THE GARRISON CHURCH - " HOLY TRINITY " -

- - Henry Ginn & Edmund Blackett

- Architects.

The east window in the Garrison Church was given by the father
of David Scott Mitchell to the memory of his wife's parents,

At the suggestion of Rev. William Cowper it was called the
Church of the Holy Trinity. The Queen's Own Regiment attended
morning worship regularly over a period of 40 years.

In 1855 it was decided to enlarge the structure and Edmund
Blackett became the Architect. The church would have permanent
walls of stone, a gallery, a spire, the latest design in pews;
however, the spire did not eventuate.

It has been related that a Sydney business man wished to donate
the tower and spire, and a meeting of parishioners was called to
consider the proposal. They decided not to accept the offer

as they wish to make it a community effort. As usual, under
these circumstances, little if any progress was made and the

old church still lacks its tower!

HOTEL NELSON.

This hotel claims to be the oldest hotel in Sydney.

- - - w -

GLEBE SHOT TOWER.

The process involved the pouring of molten lead into a colander
at the top of the tower. Dripping through the holes of the
colander the lead fell 200' into water at the base of the tower.

~ Arsenic added to the lead assisted in the preparation of the

particles. These set hard and were later dried. Faulty pellets
were removed by hand and the finished product, polished in a
revolving drum in which black lead was added, was known as
"round shot". ‘ B ' :

i s s : - G.H.Eardley.
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OUR_ANNUAL OCTOBER WEEK-END TRIP - 1980.

- Ralph Dunsmore.

This is the 10th annual trip made by members of our Society
and quite a number of us have attended all the trips. This
year we were a little apprehensive as to the state of the
country owing to the drought conditions prevailing in most
districts, but as events will tell our fears were needless.

On Saturday morning 48 of us assembled at Rockdale Station at
7.30a.m. Our V.I.P coach, driven by Jim Garvey duly arrived,
our luggage was stored away and we all took our places and
set off. The morning was a little overcast and quite a cold
wind was blowing.

We were heading for our first stop Bowral and to Corbett Park

to see the display of tulips and other flowers at their annual
festival. Although some of the tulips were past their prime,
there was a magnificent floral display and the cameras were busy.
After having our morning tea we set off for Yass. The countryside
was very dry, dusty and under drought conditions to this point.
Passing through Bowral and Moss Vale, although there was a green
tinge there was little stock feed. After passing Goulburn the
country was beginning to look a little better. About 7-8 miles
out from Goulburn, near the turn-off to Canberra we crossed the
Dividing Range and from here the country started to improve.

At Yass we had a very nice lunch at the R.S.L. Club. Then we
travelled via Jugiong and Coolac to Cootamuncra. The country, by
now, getting progressively greener and the crops and pastures
were much heavier and had more body. The stock were looking very
well and from this point right through the trip the country is ,
enjoying a very good season. Rain is needed during the next few
weeks, which will make or mar the results of the crops.

Crossing the railway line at Cootamundra we made for Junee where we
were to inspect an old Historic House - 'Monte Christo' - and have
afternoon tea, We crossed the railway line at the outskirts of
Cootamundra and turned away from the town and quite a number of our
party didn't realise that we had passed Cootamundra. "Monte Christo"
is a large old two-storey house occupying an impressive position

on a hill overlooking theftown of Junee. It was built by Christopher
William Crawley, who took up a large area of land in the 1870's.

When the railway went through in 1880 the township of Junee began
and expanded rather rapidly. Junee became a rail junction with the
line running out to Narrandera and Hay. It was known as a Railway
Town. The line divided Mr Crawley's land from his neighbours and
when land was required for the expansion of the town Mr Crawley was
very reluctant to part with any of his, The town developed in an

arc which is seen quite plainly from the balconies of "Monte Christo"
from where some extensive views. of the hilly countryside can be seen.




