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Dear Friend and Member, 

The regular meeting will be held as follows:- 

Date: 	 Friday evening, October 17th, 1980, at8.00p.m. 

Place: 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Business: 	General. 

Syllabus Item: Mr. David Earle, Vice President of North Sydney Historical Society, 

Architect on City Council, & also responsible for the Restoration of 

the Queen Victoria Buildings, will give an Illustrated Talk- 

"History & Conservation of the Queen Victoria Markets Bui1ding". 

This subject should be of great interest to all of us. 

Supper Roster: 	Mrs. Rootes, Captain, and Mesdames Samuelson, Longhurst 

and McLeod. 

Ladies please bring ,a  plate. 

Mr. R. Lee, 

President. 

Phone 570.1244 

Mrs. E. Wright, 

Treas. & Soc.Sec. 

Mrs. B.Perkins, 

Publicity Officer. 

Phone 587.9164 

Mrs. E. Eardley, 

Sec. & Editor Bulletin. 

Phone 59. 8078 

Mr. A. Ellis, 

Research Officer, 

Phone 599.4884 	 Phone 587. 1159 

"Discontent is simply a penalty for being ungrateful for what we have." 

(Friendship Book 1976). 
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CONGRATULATIONS. 

The President and Members would like to congratulate our Patron, 
Alderman R. W. Rathbone, on being elected Mayor of the Municipality of 
Rockdale for 1980/81. 	We wish him well in his new Office. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following 
books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society, 
have been re-printed and are now available. No. 8 Book was compiled by 
Mrs. Bronwy-n Perkins. 

No. 1. 	"The Wolli Creek Valley" 
No. 2. 	"Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" 
No. 3. 	"Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach" 
Noe 49 	"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" 
No. 59 	"Our Heritage in Stone" 
No. 6. 	"All Stations to Como" 
No* 7e 	"Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" is also available. 

(Limited stocks only). 
No. 8. 	"Early Churches of the St. George District" 

All books now available at $1. 00 per copy - plus current rate of postage. 
For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following: 
Mrs. E. Wright - Ph. 599.4884. Miss Be Otton - Ph. 59.4259 (after 8p.m.) 
Mrs. E. Eardley - Secretary - Ph. 59. 8078. Mr .A. Ellis - Ph. 587. 1159. 

Also available from the Secretary (59. 8078) - "The Bundeena Book", illustrated. 
Price $4. 00 plus postage. Compiled by Mr. Les. Philpott, Published by the 
Bundeena Book Committee. 

Book 9 in our series of books on history, local and thereabouts, is in the 
process of being researched. Can you help with any information concerning 
the early Pioneers of the District? 	If you can, this will be greatly appreciated. 

I 	S OS 5, O 	00 SOOSO 

Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear 
this, and hope they will be well again soon. 

...... 00•00 I • I 	O 
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BEXLEY - AS I KNEW IT - from 1895 - 1917. 

- Grace (Middenway) Nicholls 
Faulconbridge N.S.W. 1963. 

I have been asked by Mr Philip Geeves, Historian for the 
St. George District, Sydney, N.S.W., to write some of my 
early memories of Bexley; also to give a brief outline of 
the life and work of my father, John Saunders Middenway. I 
remember so much that it is difficult to know what to record 
and what to leave unwritten. 

We went to Bexley towards the end of 1895, when I was nine 
years old. We had been living in Wagga, where my Father had 
been Headmaster of Gurwood Street School. 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

Father was born in Sydney, when his parents were living in a house 
near the Observatory, somewhere in the vicinity of Fort Street School, 
on April 24th, 1855. Later his parents moved to Woolloomooloo Bay. 
Part of the backyard of their home was a sandy beach, washed by the 
waters of the bay. That was before the reclamation was carried out, 
and the bay was filled in as far inshore as the old Fish Markets. 
His father, of Dutch descent (Gerritt Hendrick Middenway), was an 
engineer at "The Sydney Morning Herald" office. He died as the 
result of an accident while working there. His mother was an 
Englishwoman)  whose first husband was Captain Spicer, an English 
Military Officer on duty in New Zealand during the Maori uprising 
in March 1845. 

My grandmother was the first white woman living at Russell, in the Bay 
of Islands, in the north of New Zealand. I did not know either my 
grandmother or grandfather as they had died some years before I 
was born. After her first husband died, Grandmother came to Sydney 
where she married Grandfather. She had two children by the first 
marriage, and three Sons by the second. Father was the youngest. 

Father was educated to the age of 14 years, at Fort Street School, 
Sydney, as also was my mother, Sarah Elizabeth Venteman, also of 
Dutch descent on her father's side. Father left Fort Street, and 
became a pupil teacher at Paddington School. He received- instruction 
before and after school hours from the headmaster, and taught a class 

• of boys during the day, many of them being older than he. He later 
became an Assistant at Paddington School. When he was about 20 years 

• old, he was appointed Master of Clarence Town School. While there he 
and Mother were married. (Their parents had been friends before 
either of them was born.) They had 3 sons: Frank, Arthur & Gerritt 
Hendrick (Dick). 

Father was teaching at Clarence Town for five and a half years. He 

as then transferred to Greta at that time a very small coal mining OWU. He was there for 11 1/1 years. My sister Ada Oliver, and 1 
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were born in Greta. From Greta we went to Wagga Wagga. My youngest-
brother, John Reginald (known as "Reg" as a child, and "Jack" as.... 
he grew older) was born while we were living in Wagga. 

After being at Gurwood Street school for three years, an exchange 
was arranged with Mr Hume, Headmaster at Bexley. Mr Hume:

. did not 
have good health, and as Bexley was not far from the coast, he wished 
to move to a drier and warmer climate. Father was only too pleased 
to make the change as his children were growing up; the eldest, 
Frank, was then in charge of North Wagga School. He was 19, and 
the next 3 children were aged from 18 to 14 years. He realised it 
was a good opportunity to give them the advantage of living near 
a city. 

After the town of Wagga, with a main street nearly 2 miles long, and 
which even then in 1895, had 46 hotels, Bexley was quite a small 
village in comparison. The school, two or three small shops, two 
churches and a tiny Post Office, with a number of scattered houses, 
comprised Bexley. (On thinking back, I believe the Church of 
England was the only Church and that the Presbyterian Church was 
built later.) One side of Harrow Road was fairly well built on, 
but the district near the school was not nearly so closely settled. 
The Post Office was a tiny, whitewashed building of the very early 
type seen in the country many years ago, with a low corrugated iron 
roof, and built almost flat on the ground. It was in Forest Road, 
on the western side, in about the same position as the Community 
Centre occupies, near the top of Harrow Road. I believe it was 
attended by a Mrs Pearse. There were quite a number of people 
of that name living in Bexley then. Several of that name came 
to school. I remember a Charlie Pearse being in my class. 

There was a larger cottage of the same type as the Post Office on 
part of the ground where Bexley school now stands. Granny Parkes 
(she was never known by any other name) lived there with her,  
daughter and son-in--law, Mr & Mrs Luck, i their family. Granny 
Parkes appeared to grandmother or close relative of nearly all the 
school children. I think she must have belonged to one of the 
earliest families to settle in Bexley. I would think by the 
style and age of the cottage that it was her original home. Mr 
Luck was a wood & coal merchant. They lived opposite the school 
residence, or "school house" as we called it, where we lived. It 
faced Forest Road, f the ground went to the corner of Bay View 
Street. The house has been demolished for some years. 

Mr Luck's house was similar to the Post Office, only larger; very 
low roofed, whitewashed, & almost flush with the ground. It had 
a 3 roomed frontage. The 3rd room had no connecting door with the 
rest of the house, so the person occupying that room had to go 
out into the open when he wanted to go to bed, which was not too 
comfortable on a cold night. 

One of Mr Luck's sons was a teacher at the school when we arrived. 
Other teachers Were Miss Rose Simpson, Miss Woods & Miss Swan, who 
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was a member of one of the highly respected, earlier families 
to settle in Parrainatta. 

From the verandah of the school house we had a fine view of part 
of Botany Bay, the high ground on which Long Bay Gaol is built, 
the district round the northern end of the bay and beyond, near 
where Bunnerong Power Station now stands. It wasn't long before 
houses were built at the top end of Frederick Street (near Forest 
Road) & on the spare ground opposite the old school, blocking 
out much of our view; but on turning into Frederick Street on 
my way to the train or to the Congregational Church, Rockdale, 
which we attended, & where 'I was for many years Church Organist, 
I always had immense pleasure from the view of Botany Bay, Bare 
Island, Cape Banks Solander ("The Heads"), Kurnell, then in its 
native state, forming a dark green background to the obelisk which 
was erected to mark, the first landing on Australian soil. All 
this could be seen very plainly on a clear day (before the days 
of factories & smoke to take away the clearness of the atmosphere); 
the whole picture being highlighted by the blue of the bay the 
distant ocean showing between Botany Bay Heads. Eventually that 
view was also blocked out, as the large expanse of open country 
in that area was subdivided & streets & houses took the place of 
open ground. 

The first night we spent in Bexley, it was decided that we would 
sleep at my Aunt's home in Judd Street, Rockdale Park (or at 
least some of us would) as our furniture having come by train, 
was still partially unpacked. (I remember my job was to unwind 
yards & yards of strips of rag which had been wrapped round the 
legs of our dining room suite; how different from the easy way 
of moving furniture now!) 

Rockdale Park is now Banksia, the name being changed when Banksia 
Railway Station was built. (Jannali Allawah Stations were also 
built during our time at Bexley.) To go to Rockdale Park we 
crossed Frederick Street & Herbert Street. It was very dark, no 
lights anywhere. Soon we found ourselves stumbling over row 
after row of what we later found out to be grass covered furrows. 
It had been cultivated ground some time before. We were told later 
that it had been part of an orchard owned by Mr Lauff or his 
father. They lived in Lauff Street, a street running off Railway 
Street, Rockdale, towards the higher land on which Bexley is now 
built, f on which was the furrowed ground we stumbled across that 
night. (Lauff Street was about the second or third street from 
Frederick Street, running parallel with it.) The furrowed land 
stretched from the foot of the grounds belonging to "Lydham Hall", 
the large stone house on Lydham Hill, which was near what are 
now Oswell and Clarence Streets. After crossing the furrowed 
ground we eventually came to some rocks down which we had to 
scramble to get to the lower ground of Rockdale Park, not far from 
what was then 	 dairy. 

It is all laid out now with streets t cottage homes. Mr Alec 

Sutherland was the first builder to buy land & erect cottages for 


