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Dear Friend and Member, 

The regular meeting will be held as follows:-  

Date 	Friday Evening, June 20th, 1980, at 8.00 p.m. 

Place.,Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Business 	General. 

Syllabus Item 	Mr. Paul Faulds will present a 

Film Screening from Telecom Australia on 
Communications in Australia". This evening should be of 

interest to all, something we have not had before. 

Supper Roster: 	Mrs. Kell, Captain, & Mrs. Welch and Miss Row. 

Mr. A. Ellis, 	 Mrs. E. Eardley, 
President. 	 Secretary & Bulletin 
Phone 587.1159. 	 Editor. 

Phone 59. 8078. 
Mrs. B. Perkins, 
Publicity Officer. 
Phone 587.9164. 

Mrs. E Wright, 	 Mr. A. Ellis, 
Treas. & Soc.Sec. 	 Research Officer. 
Phone 599.4884. 	 Phone 587.1159. 

"Those who love the sound of their own voices, seldom 
say anything worth listening to. 

Friendship Book 
1971. 
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear this 
and hope you will be well again soon. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce 
that the following books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, 
for the Society, have been re-printed and are now available. No.8 Book was 
compiled by Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins. 

No. 1.. 	"The Wolli Creek Valley" 
No. 2. 	"Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" 
No. 3. 	"Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach" 
No* 49 	"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway" 
No. 5. 	"Our Heritage in Stone" 
No. 6. 	"All Stations to Como" 
No. 7, 	"Tempe and the Black Creek Valley" is also available. 

(Limited stocks only). 
No. 8. 	"Early Churches of the St. George District". 

All books now available at $1.00 per copy - plus current rate of postage. 
For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following: 
Mrs. E. Wright - Ph. 599. 4884. Miss B. Otton - Ph. 59.4259 (after 8 p.m.) 
Mrs. E. Eardley - Secretary * Ph. 59.8078. Mr. A. Ellis - Ph. 587. 1159. 

Society Badges available from Mrs. Wright, Treasurer, at $1.00 each. 

SOCIAL. 

Berry-Camellia Show & Market Day. 

Date: 	9/8/80. 
Meeting Place: Western side of Rockdale Station. 
Time: 	8.30a.m. sharp. 
Cost: 	$4. 50 per person. 

Further details later. 

Hammond Park's Golden Performing Horses, Tumbi Urnbi. 

Date: 	Thursday, 4th September, 1980. 
Meeting Place: 	Rockdale Town Hall. 9 a* m. 	 st 

Show commences at 1 p.m. 
Coach Fare .. $3.50. 
Admission .. $3.50. 

Further particulars at next meeting. 

Coach Trip to Wagga Wagga & Districts. 

October 4,. 5 & 6, 1980. (Long Weekend). 

See Mrs. Wright for bookings & further details. 
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FATE OF THE SYDNEY TRIBES. 	 V 

- 'Sydney Morning Herald 
29th September 1979' 

Taken from - The Destruction of the Tribes of the ,Sydney Region - 17884850's  - 
When the Sky Fell Down by Keith Willey (o) 1979. 

When Captain James Cook • landed on the east coast of Australia, what 
is now known as the Greater Metropolitan Area of Sydney was the 
permanent home of seven tribes of Aborigines. 

Eight years later those tribes were still there, living off fish, 
waterfowl, lilies and game. Eighty years later they were dead. 

The intervening years were of disease, decline and death - for the 
tribes of the Sydney region the sky had fallen. 

When the white men of the First Fleet set foot on the shores of Port 
Jackson in 1788. it was clear to the Aborigines of the Sydney district 
what had happend. The sky had fallen. 

These pale forms, which came from the east in ships and swarmed over 
the land, were dead blacks who had come back to life. For years the 
myths of the Aborigines had warned them that the prop, which held up 
the eastern extremity of the solid vault of the sky was rotting. With 
the arrival of the pale strangers it was obvious that the prop had 
given way. Unfortunately the myths were prophetic for the Port Jackson 
and Botany Bay tribes and within one lifespan they were dead. 

The supernatural disaster had delivered a terrible blow to the Aborigines' 
V  spiritual heritage but the effects of starvation, disease, degradation 

and outright murder completed their destruction. 

Before 1788 it was estimated that 1,500 blacks lived in the Sydney ditict.' 
The Harbour and the rivers emptying into ti provided the hub of Aborig. 
society. The sheltered waters were full, of fish, the swamps full of 
wildfowl and inland there was bush game such as possums and kangaroo. 
The women harvested yams and lily bulbs and hunted for goannas, snakes 
and withetty grubs. In summer there was plenty of food and in autumn 
there was feasting on sea mullet. In winter it was more difficult, fish 

V 	 were scarce and the people huddled about their fires, doing as little 
hunting as possible until the warmer weather returned. 

The Aborigines lived off the land, indeed they were part of it, and changed 
nothing. By the time the white men came the tribes around Sydney had 
lost all racial memory of the great migration and believed they had always 
been there. 	 , 	. . . .•: 

In a new book "When the Sky Fell Down", Keith Wiley sets out the 'tribes 
and their territories around Sydney. 	 . 	 , 
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A group remembered only as "Eora" - the people, wandered about 
Sydney Cove, from the present City area out to Watsons Bay. 

On the northern shore, from the Lane Cover River to Middle Harbour, 
there was a tribe called " igal"  renowned for its warriors. 

From Manly north were the "yimai" , to the west bordering on the 
Lane Cove River, the "Waiwneda". South from Port Jackson to Botany 
Bay was the country of the "Cadigal" with the "Wangal" immediately 
to the west and the "Owiyagal" living off the swamps between Botany 
Bay and Port Hacking. 

Inland the great "Dharuk" language group extended to the south bank 
of the Hawkesbury. Dharuk was spoken at Ryde, Parramatta and Penrith 
along the Georges River, and up into the foothills of the Blue Mountains. 

51  
For all these tribes the "sky would fall and everybody would be killed. 

The impact of disease on the Aborigines, who had been isolated from 
Asia and the rest of the world for thousands of years was immediate 
and disastrous. In the year following the landing of the First Fleet, 
Captain John Hunter returned from the Cape of Good Hope with supplies 
and noted that not a single Aboriginal or canoe was in sight as he 
sailed up the Harbour. The reason for the absence was smallpox. 
Captain Hunter noted: "As we had never yet seen any of these people 
who have been in the smallest degree marked with the smallpox, we 
had reason to suppose they have never before been affected by it." 

The settlers assumed from the attitudes of the corpses, that once 
• an Aboriginal became ill his friends immediately deserted him. 

"Some have been found sitting on their haunches, with their heads 
reclined between their knees; others were leaning against a rock, 
with their head resting upon it: I have seen myself, a woman sitting 
on the ground, with her knees drawn up to her shoulders, and her face 
resting on the sand between her feet." Others were found with their 	' 
children's bodies nearby. The disease spread along the coast and 
inland and that epidemic perhaps killed half the tribes around P&L: 

Jackson. 

There was some argument as to whether the English had introduced 
smallpox. Some said it came with the French ships under La Perouse, 
but there was less argument about the introduction of venereal disease. 
Initially, Aboriginal women, were objects of curiosity and lust,.then 
ridicule and disgust. One of the few sympathetic and sensitive 
descriptions of the native women, came from a prolific recorder of the 
early Sydney scene, Captain Watkin Tench. 

Although not particularly taken with female Aboriginal beauty he 
described an 18-year-old Camaraigal girl called Gooreedeeana, 
reputed to be the most beautiful of the black women: "Her countenance, 



-3- 

though marked by some of the characteristics of her native land, 
was distinguished by a softness and sensibility, unequalled in the 
rest of her countrywomen. The interest I took in her led me to question 
her about her husband and family. She answered me by repeating a name, 
which I have now forgotten; and told me she had not children. I 
proceeded to examine her head, the part which the husband's vengeance 
generally alights - with grief I found it covered by contusions and 
mangled by scars." Gooreedeeana also walked with a limp because of 
a spear wound in her left thigh - the result of a recent abduction from 
her home. 

Smallpox and venereal disease had, weakened the tribes, hunting was more 
difficult because the game had been frightened away by the settlement 
and starvation began to take its toll on the tribes who could not move 
away from Sydney because of tribal boundaries. Low-key guerilla warfare 
carried out by warriors on the outskirts of the settlement was doomed' 
because of the inequality of weapons. However, the settlers were impressed 
by the individual bravery and daring of many of the warriors, even in the 
face of muskets and pistols. In the earliest days of the colony the 
English and the French, who had built a stockade armed with two guns at 
Botany Bay, had fired on the Aborigines to "chastise a spirit of rapine 
and intrusion." Governor Phillip maintained that "ill behaviour of some 
of the convicts" may have been the cause of the hostilities. "Their 
dislike of the Europeans is probably increased by discovering that they 
intend to remain among them and that they interfere with them in some 
of their best fishing places., which doubtless are, in their circumstances, 
objects of very great importance. Some of the convicts who have straggled 
into the woods have been killed, and others dangerously wounded by the 
natives, but there is great reason to suppose that in these cases the 
convicts have usually been the aggressors," he wrote. 

In May, 1788 several convicts were murdered and attacked, including two 
rush cutters working on the Harbour shore. Attacks continued and intensified 
during the winter because the settlement centred on the Aborigines finest 
hunting grounds, which were the alternative food supply when fish becanie 
scarce. Although the Aborigines often stole food from the settlers, and 
were given fish on occasions, famine took hold in winter and weakened the 
tribes. 	

N 

By 1790, famine and disease had so reduced the numbers of the tribes that 
Governor Phillip did not believe the Aborigines would ever attack a 
building or a number of men: "Not that I think they want innate bravery - 
they certainly do not - but they are sensible of the great superiority of 
our arms ... it is seldom that any of them are now seen near the, 
settlement." 

However, this situation changed in 1791 and the tribes of Port Jackson 
"came in" to the settlement and began to depend on the English for 
handouts of food and drink. At the same time the settlement was spreading 
into the lands of other tribes and the process of initial acceptance by 
the Aborigines, followed by resentment, and hostility, began to repeat 

itself. 


