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/ Dear Friend and Member,

The regular meeting will be held as follows:

Place:

Businessg

Syllabus Item:

Friday Evening, February 15th, 1980,
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.

General.

"The Squatting Age' in Australia, by William Foster, M. A, ,

Fellow of the Royal Australian Historical Society.

. "The position whereby Australia, starting from nothing, became

Supper Roster:

the greatest Sheep producing Country in the world, is indeed a

remarkable story of conflicts and great human endeavour, "

Miss Dorothy Row, Captain, with Mrs., Jean Welch &

/\

*Mr. A. Ellis,

Mrs. Lorna Kell,

Ladies please bring a plate.

Mrs., E. Eardley,

President. Hon. Secretary.
: Ph‘one 587.,1159, ‘Mrs. B. Perkins, Phone 59. 8078,
Publicity Officer,
Phone 587.9164 ‘
Mrs., E. Wright, - Mr. A, Ellis,
Hon., Treas. & Soc. Secretary. Hon. Research Officer.
Phone 599.4884. Phone 587,1159,

"A fish meets its doom by opening its mouth too wide.

00000 Andorran Proverb,
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear
this and hope you will be well again soon. We are pleased to know Miss G.
Frost and Miss A. Cowling are well again,
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Miss Otton, Cuwrator of Lydham Hall, is in need of L.adies and/or Gentlemen

to assist with the weekend roster. Visitors come from far and wide to see
this lovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the inspections.
Ring Miss Qtton, 'phone 59.4259. Your call will be appreciated.,
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SPECIAL NOTICE,

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following
books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society,
have been re-printed and are now available. No.8 Book was compiled by
Mrs., Bronwyn Perkins.,

No. 1. "The Wolli Creek Valley"

No. 2. "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3. "Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach!

No. 4. ""Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5, "Qur Heritage in Stone"

No. 6. ""All Stations to Como"

No. 7, "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley' is also available. (Limited
stocks only).

No. 8. "Early Churches of the St. George District. "

All books are now available at a cost of $1. 00 per copy - plus current rate

of postage.

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Mrs., E. Wright - Ph. 599, 4884.

Miss B. Otton - Ph. 59.4259 (after 8 p.m.,)
Mrs, E. Eardley - Secretary. Ph. 59.8078.
Mr, A. Ellis - Ph, 587.,1159
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Society Badges are available from Mrs. Wright, Treasurer, at $1., 00 each.
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The following social outings are being arranged for your pleasure by Mrs. Wright,

Date:

Meeting Place,

Time:

Cost:

Date;

Meeting Place.

Cost:

Date:

Meeting Place,

Cost:

24/5/1980.

2/8/1980.,

1/3/1980, Visit to Gledswood and inspection of the lovely old
home, once the property of the Hordern Family.

Picnic Lunch, then on to Camden, Cobbity and Campbelltown,
returning approximately 5. 00 p. m.

Corner Walz and Railway Streets, Rockdale.
(Western side of Rockdale Railway Station).

8.30 A.M., SHARP,
Coach - $3.30, plus $1.50 Inspection of Home.

22/3/1980. Guided Tour of Sydney University, Afternoon Tea
at Opera House,

As above, leave Rockdale 1, 00 p. m. Sharp.
Coach $2.20 - Inspection $1,50,

19-20/4/1980., (Weekend Tour) Nelsons, Shoal & Fingal Bays
respectively.  Also Launch River Trip with lunch on board,
included in cost.

'As above, Leave Rockdale 7.30 a. m. Sharp, return approx.

6.30 p. m. Sunday.
$60, 00 all inclusive.

Coach Tour, afternoon, Balmain and Glebe.
Details later.

Berry Camelia Show & Market Day.
Details later,

October 4th, 5th, & 6th, 1980. (Long Weekend). Coach Trip to Wagga Wagga

and Districts.

For further details and bookings, please ring Mrs. Wright, 599.4884.

Also at February Meeting,
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THE BEXLEY,LADIES'_COLLEGE.

- Miss Frances Staeeyz; 7
- September 1979.

“"Rockdale College" was originally founded by the
Rev. C.T.Forscutt, when he was 40 years old. He was
born in Newtown and became a preacher at the Enmore
“'Tabernacle for some years. Later at the age of 40
years, he decided he would found a Boys' School and
- was greatly encouraged by the late Dr Prescott of
Newington College at Stanmore, who was his life-long
. friend. He acquired three cottages in Henry Street,
somewhere between Sydenham and Tempe, overlooking
~ the railway line on the left, going towards Rockdale.
- I believe these cottages to be still there - one or
_ two turnings to the right after leaving Sydenham
Station and moving towards Tempe. He started his
school with forty boys. After some years there, and
the school increasing in numbers, Rev.Forscutt bought
~ a fine property in Bexley, .in about 1880. It is
thought the home was built by Mr Tidswell, who was I
think, at that time, a Wine and Spirit Merchant.

The land was bounded by Gladstone Street, Queen Victoria
Street and Monomeeth Street. ' In Gladstone Street, it
adjoined another lovely old home built and occupied by
another Tidswell family for many years. Later this
property was bought by Mr George Hudson of the Timber
Mill Business. This home finally became "Margaret
House" and used for entertainments. Also adjoining
‘was tHe~1a;ge»résidence in Dunmore Street built by Mr
Conley. It still stands there as Fairmont Hospital and
is the*only one of the old homes to be still standing.

The School stood in fourteen acres of- land all told and

a photograph of the old home may be seen in Lydham Hall.

In the College Prospectus it was quoted as '"standing in

its beautiful park-like grounds overlooking Botany Bay N
The view must have been very lovely then'

A school hospital was built near the lower end of what was
called the A.E.Watsons Reserve and on the Monomeeth Street
side where the old stone stables were situated. Here were
housed the horse-drawn coaches and horses all cared for

by "Charly" who always had his '"hand bitten". He was

never without a smile to us all and we all loved him. He
once allowed me to climb up on to one of the carrlages'

Harry Humphrey attended to all the outside work in the garden
‘and his wife Agnes did the house- keeplng All were kind and
gentle.
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< The large grounds were sheltered by pine trees where the

children could play ‘ They also had a blg see-saw and

'5w1ngs

As the school grew in numbers, Mr Foscutt built a large

building in Monomeeth Street. ‘The ground floor was a

‘very large school room, built w1thva stage at one ‘end

'3T,f0r concerts. etc. On one side was a hall w1th a music
“room and sitting room , the other with a large hall

leading to the front door. On the other side was a =
verandah looking right down to Gladstone Street and ‘the

‘'0ld home. . Upstalrs were all the boarders bedrooms .

1 can remember one mornlng so -clearly when we had a bad

thunderstorm. One of the chimmeys was struck by lightning.

It was so frlghtenlng and I saw Mr Forscutt stagger

backwards hold his hand to his forehead, and also one of -
the teachers with my class rxght under the window on .
that side. I plcked up a piece of that chlmney and kept
it for many years with my own geological specimens, but
can find it nowhere now! Should I ever f1nd this it will

o go to "Lydham Hall"

~Many readers may be interested to know that when in later
' years the old stables were demolished, the bricks which I.

imagine were’ standstone, were used by Mr Forscutt to build

& cottages near the railway at Banksia. The old stables
. were built to ‘the design of an English barn.

The front verandah of the bu11d1ng in Monomeeth Street was

built with a beautiful arch, believed to have been a replica

of the‘arch-at the Marist Brothers at Kogarah.

;In the early‘years of the College, a Garden Party was held

"in the park-like grounds" each year. Members of Parliament

and many other notable people also were invited - most in

those days coming by train, Rockdale Station was beautifully
decorated for the occasion with bunting. James Cook - the

local member of. Parllament at that time - always attended

At that time the school was a "Boys' School" and it was
qulte some tlme before it was to become a "Glrls' School".
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OCTOBER WEEK-END TRIP FOR 1979.

- St. George Historical Society

- Ralph Dunsmore.

On Saturday, 29th September, forty-eight of us left Rockdale
in a V.I.P. Coach bound for Tamworth and Armidale. It was
a comfortable Coach and our Driver was Jim Garvie, who took
us to Port Macquarie last year. He is a good driver.

We left at 7.30 and headed down the Highway, through the City,
over the Harbour Bridge and on towards Hornsby. The day was
mild and a little overcast and was quite pleasant for travelling.

At Peats Ridge we stopped for morning tea, then on to Wyong,
passing the Burbank Nurseries at Tuggerah, where there was a
magnificent display of azaleas. This spot is also noted for
Bellbirds. Leaving the Highway at Wyee we travelled via
Toronto to Hexham where we had lunch at the Oaks.

After lunch we travelled to Maitland and Singleton through the
rich dairy country from where a lot of Sydney's milk supply comes.
Approaching Singleton we saw a large old mansion about 3/4 mile
from the road. Nobody seemed to know much about it, but we
thought it would be one of Henry Dangar's early homes. I rang
the National Trust and they informed me it would be "Neatsfield"
one of the three Dangar's homes that they have listed in the
District. The others are "Weerona' and "Minimbah'.

Leaving Singleton we passed on to Ravensworth where we saw some
of the open-cut mines which supply coal for Liddle Power Station.
Some of the mines are as much as 250 feet deep. The coal is
conveyed on conveyor belts to the Power Station and empties
straight into the hoppers. There are over 11 miles of conveyor
belts, which are enclosed in galvanised iron. They look like a

- long pipeline extending across the country. Liddell is our

largest Thermal Power Station thoughothers are almost as big
and some are designed to expand, giving a greater output than
Liddell. We passed the Power Station and the associated Lake
which was formed to supply the huge amount of water required
to run the plant. o v

Muswellbrook was the next town of importance. It is a pretty
little town in the midst of farming and grazing country -- sheep
and cattle predominate, with some wine growing. The spelling
was changed in 1949 from MUSCLEBROOK to MUSWELLBROOK. From

here to Scone the country is rather hilly and there are quite a
few cattle studs. Scone is recognised as being some of our best
horse-breeding country and there are a lot of Thoroughbred Studs.

Eggdcggggg‘;was generally very green and they are enjoying a -




