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Dear Friend & Member,

The regular meeting will be held as follows:-

Date: Friday Evening, December 21st, 1979, at 8,00 p. m.
Place: - Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business: . General,

Syllabus Item. As this will be our Christmas Meeting, it was decided to

have a very short business meeting, to be followed by our
Christmas Party & '"Get Together'", which should appeal to
all present. " h i |
SPECIAL: Peter Sage Presents in January.

Suppér Roster; Mrs., Lee, Captain, and all Ladies Please.

This is a very fitting opportunity to say '"Thank you'' to all of our
wonderful Ladies for their help and co-operation throughout the
yeér,
Ladies: Your "Plate' for this festive occasion will excell all
other "Plates!'!, Thank you ladies.
Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs. E. Eardley,
President. Mrs. B. Perkins, Hon.Sec. & Bulletin
~ Phone 587,1159, Hon. Publicity Officer, Editor.

Phone 587.9164. Phone 59.8078.

Mr. A. Elli_s,
Hon., Research Officer
Phone 587.1159

Mrs. E. Wright,
Hon, Treas. &Soc. Sec.
Phone 599,4884

Three essentials for happiness: Something to do, something to love, somethmg
to hope for.
«s0e Friendship Book, 1974.

The President and Officers wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy
New Year, 1979-1980.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear
this and hope you will be well again soon.

* &k ok ok osk

Miss Otton, Curator of Liydham Hall, is in need of I.adies and/or Gentlemen
to assist with the weekend roster, Visitors come from far and wide to see
this lovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the
inspections. Ring Miss Otton, 'phone 59.4259. Your call will be appreciated.

* ok sk sk ok ok

SPECIAL NOTICE.

The St. George Historical Society ispleased to announce that the following
books , written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society,
have been re-printed and are now available. No.8 Book was compiled by
Mrs. Bronwyn Perkins. ‘ ,

No.1l. "The Wolli Creek Valley"

No.2. "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3. '"Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach"

No.4. "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5, "Our Heritage in Stone!'

No. 6. '"All Stations to Como" :

No.7. '"Tempe and the Black Creek Valley' is also available. (Limited
stocks only).

No. 8. "Early Churches of the St. George District. "

NEW PUBLICATION, We are proud to announce the publication of another
Book - No.8 --in our series titled - "Early Churches of the St. George
District'", (but by no means a complete coverage of all The early Churches).

This book was compiled by Bronwyn Perkins, from Articles selected from
the St. George Historical Society Bulletins, all of which have been written
and presented by different members over a period of time.

All books are now available at a cost of $1.00 per copy - plus current rate

of postage.

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Mrs., E. Wright - Ph. 599. 4884,

Miss B. Otton - Ph. 59.4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs. E. Eardley - Sec. Ph. 59, 8078.

Mr. A. Ellis - Ph, 587.1159,

X ok ok ok ok ok

Society Badges are available from Mrs. Wright, Treasurer, at $1.00 each.
% ok ok ok ok %
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NEWS FROM ADELAIDE,

Mr. .& Mrs. Arthur Coghlan, two of our very early members who joined

the Society in the early 1960's, have moved to Kensington in South
“Australia., Mr. & Mrs. Coghlan were regular attendants at the meetings
and they will be greatly missed, The front seats -- which they always
occupied --will notseem the same. Best wishes toyou both from all of us.

SOCIAL,

Special Note:

October 4th, 5th and 6th, 1980, (long weekend) - Coach trip to Wagga
Wagga and Districts.

Deposit $10. 00 at January meeting.

Waiting list only, See Mrs. Wright for further details.
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. A Restoring Tour of 0ld Government House.
. Excitiﬁg‘;'Ahd 1et¢fhe'purists wince!

e With Ursuld,O'Cbhnor
- Sydney Morming Herald
7th Murd@ 1970.

~ Imagine one of the finest examples of colonial architecture in -
Australia, the seat of Governors in a city which was the birthplace:
_of the nation .,. a boarding house, and the home of a boys' school,
fitted with rows of lavatories, cloakroom pegs and serveries. ’

The treatment meted out to Old Government House at Parramatta, since
the present Government House was completed in 1845, has been. far
from respéectful. But things will be different. :

The dark ages of the graceful old house came to an end in 1967, when
the Commonwealth Bank of -Australia gave $50;000 for its restoration,
and State Government transferred it from the keeping of the trustees
of the Parramatta National Park, who had cared for it for 109 years,

to the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.).

' Three years and a big overdraft later, 0ld Government:House‘is.beginning-
to look much as it must have don¢ in the days when it was a Vice-Regal
reSidehce»to five of our Early‘governqrs,;f“ ‘

Some of the preliminary work on the structures was made easier by an
excellent Government restoration in 1909. Preparing the house for
renovation was more a matter of ripping out the fixtures that had been
- put in for the King's School, than of rebuilding. E £l ,

" But thérérwere the resideht‘white ants.t Thé_io@ér 5,000 sQUaré;feét

of timber flooring had to be replaced, together with a few crumbling
sandstock bricks. : R R : ST Y

It was in this stage of renmovations that the work became something of an
- architectural whodunit. ° ‘ T e SR - EP SR

Prowlers about the house at préseﬁt;éaanee;‘in oﬁe'rbom; tﬁe grouna
dugfright;through,to‘the‘foundationS'of light red clay, with a large,

age-hardened tree trunk firmly embedded among them.

" The Trust's homorary architect, Mr Leslie J Buckland, believes these

to be the rémains of foundations laid by Governor Phillip when he built .
on the site in 1790. These are probably the oldest building materials
yet found in Australia. ol : . O b '

' The next piece of excitement for history lovers and architects was the
discovery. that it was the front part of the house which was the older. -

It was built, it is now known, by Governor Hunter in 1799, and not,
as was assumed by Macquarie. : Al S B s ’

In 1815; Macquarie adaedkthefba¢k'Séctién_df,the house, almoétFa;i;!”
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- facsimile of the front, plus two.wings. He also commissioned Francis
Greenway to de81gn the elegant portlco which adorns the front entrance.“
In restoring the 1nter10r of the house, the restoration ‘committee has _
concentrated on the period 1790-1850. They have aimed at, and ‘achieved
a very honest restoration, greatly helped by the fact that 01d Government
House is probably one of the most fully—documented historic buildings

~ in Australia. = cak F R e c : 2R
Architect's records, and 1nventories of furnishings still avallable date =
back to 1815. The colours of the paints used at the time are also known, . -

: but there is no record of the Wallpapers used at the house.
When I visited the house, it was a scene of 1ndustry and excitement. ~

In the gardens at the front, gardeners were busy transforming rough
~grass into a 19th century garden.

Behind the house, between it and the small garrison bulldlng workmen
had obliterated all signs of the ‘school tennis courts, and were laying
a paved courtyard. : ‘

Inside the house members of the restoration committee were meeting a
large crowd of young housewives from the surrounding districts who will

act as voluntary guardians of the house and staff it when it is ‘open

to the public. v :

Here and there,‘in parts of rooms, furniture and small perlod pieces
had been laid out in what will be their permanent positlons. The rest
of the house was like a huge anthue shop

The committee had at first hoped that it would be possible to recover ‘
some of the furniture which ‘was used by the governors at the house. b ~

Despite careful inquries in Australia and in England, they ‘have recovered
almost nothing they can be sure of. One piece which might have belonged
to the house is a cedarwood serving table, circa 1850. ThlS was given
by Mrs D.W. Lemerle, and was bought by her grandmother at an auction in
Parramatta. It was reputed to have been owned by the family of Governor
Fitzroy, last of the governors to use the house as a re51dence.

Apart from the gloriously solid and richrlooking colonial furniture whlch
the Trust has collected for the house, they have also been given several
valuable pieces by indivlduals interestedvinilts;past and future.

A A particularly interesting group of objects is set in one of the large
' .- 1ight rooms almost completed. They are a pair of early Regnecy globes,
" one celestial, one terrestial They flank one of the original cedar :
flreplaces which were found in perfect condltlon under coats of pain and
varnish- throughout the house. 7

Above the mantelshelf is set a portrait of the young Maria Klng, wife
of Governor King (1800—1806) '
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The globes and the portrait were given by Mrs F Penfold Hyland, who
has a special interest in 0ld Government House because her great-—.

grandmother, Mrs Robert Copland Lethbridge was a daughter of King.

A waterset jug and two goblets was given by Mrs John Pockley.  The
pieces are delicately hand etched with classical figures by the

inventor of etching on glass, the Englishman Benjamin RichardsQn :

(early 19th century). : ,

Among Q;her‘gifts were a Chéndelier of Waterford crystal; ﬁalﬁablé ‘
long-case clock and a delicate porcelain tea-set. ;

The lower rooms will be furnished and laid out as nearly as possible. in
the way they were lived inj sqme;upper;rqomsfand corridor will become a
museum of the governors. There will be portraits of each of them, with
some of their personal belongings,,records'of the time, and an attempt

to show the character and achievemeqts,ofjgéch.llg

The garrison building at the back, which is rather like a long, low cottage,
will become a shop and possibly tea-rooms. For the shop, the Trust is :
having copies made of old colonial souvenir mugs, of paintings from the
National Library, of early Georgian spoons. 1f, as the Trust hopes, a
bookseller's licence can be had, the shop could become a store of

Australiana.

Purists will wince at the idea of thé’tea—rqoﬁs and the shoﬁ;“'Buﬁﬂthe
restorations when completed are expected to cost $250,000 despite the hours

of time freely given by the three architects. The first stage of restoration,

not including the garrison, is expected to cost $200.00.

The Queen will open the House onjApfil 30. Afterkthat,,oﬁeiof Australia's

" oldest, and now best preserved historic buildings, will be open to the

public, and, with luck, to hoides of tourists who will help to pay for it.

-0l1d Covernmept_ﬁousé,isvopen for inspection on affegular basis. A 'phdneés'
- call to the National Trust will give the times. It is easily accessible

by car, but if travelling to Parramatta by public transport, it is only:

a short taxi ride from the station, with an easy downhill walk back to

- the railwax,,




