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7 ear Friend and Member,

The regular meeting will be held as follows:

Date: ' Friday Evening, November 16£h, 1979, at 8,00 p. m.,
Place; Cogncil Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business: General,

Syllabus Item: Mr., & Mrs. Bill Foster very recently enjoyed a wonderful

holiday which included a vast area of the Canadian Rockies,

.  “and the West Coast of America, and they have kindly offered

to share this experiehce with us per medium of their coloured

‘slides., -~ Mrs, Foster will be the Commentator. 1 am sure

this evening will be one to look forward to.

(Qupper Roster: Mrs. Tarlington, Captain, and Mesdames Napper, Robb and
Miss Ho Whyteo‘ - ' : : ¢

Ladies please bring a plate.

; r. A, Ellis, Mrs. E. Eardley,
glresidento ' Hon. Sec. & Bulletin Editor
{Phone 587,1159 Mrs. B. Perkins, Phone 59.8078
¢ Hon. Publicity Officer,

Phone 587.9164
Mrs. E. Wright, Mr., A. Ellis,
Hon. Treas, & Soc. Sec, . Hon. Research Officer.
Dhone 599,4884 ‘ Phone 587.1159

' Genius is the infinite capacity to make use of everyone and everything,'
sooo From 'The New Year!',
by Pearl Buck.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear
this and hope you will be well again soon.
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Miss Otton, Curator of Lydham Hall, is in need of lLadies and/or Gentlemen

to assist with the weekend roster. Visitors come from far and wide to see

this lovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the
inspections. Ring Miss Otton, 'phone 59.4259. Your call will be appreciated.
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SPECIAL NOTICE,

The St. George Hisforical Society is pleased to announce that the following
books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society,
have been re-printed and are now available,

Price: $1.00 per copy (Postage extra).

No.1l. '"The Wolli Creek Valley"

No.2. '"Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3. 'Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach'"

No. 4. '"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No.5. '"Our Heritage in Stone'"

No. 6. '"All Stations to Como"

No.7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley' is also available. (Limited
stocks only). :

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

MrSa Eo Wright - Pho 59904884,

Miss B. Otton - Ph. 59,4259 (after 8 p.m.)

Mrs. E. Eardley - Sec. Ph. 59.8078

Mr. A. Ellis - Ph. 587.1159
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EXTRACT FROM "BACK TO MORTDALE SCHOOL'" - 1955.

.. = E Fletcher . .
- 9th September 2955.

- Obtained from
Mrs J Wotherspoon
Mortdale Public Sechool.

EARLY DAYS - A History of the Mortdale-Oatley District.

bAs told by Mr.E.Fletcher, of Frederick Street, Penshuret; Mr Fletcher
- was one of the pupile who enrolled on the opening day of the first
Mortdale School, built in 1888

Settlement -

. James Oatley had a grant of 300 acres of land on George's River, also
one of 175 acres in the Kingsgrove-Moorefields district, and another
of 40 acres in the South Hurstville area. Thomas Sutcllffe Mort, some
time prior to 1861, acquired the south-western portion of Dr Robert
Townson's grant. This portion embraces what is now known as Mortdale.
It is from these two persons that Oatley and Mortdale derived their -
respective names, though originally Mortdale was known as Mort's H111 ' '

Like other areas in the St.George district these two were cut up and

acquired by others. At Oatley, on the eastern side of the railway,

the Griffiths family had a substantial estate which was sub-divided and ,
sold at various times from the mid eighties. On the western side what |
was known as the Oatley Township Estate was dealt with in a similar

manner during the nineties. At Mort's Hill, the brickworks, established j
in 1884, had, and still has, a substantial area and the Kemp family had

a farm area extending from Mort's Road (now Colbourne Avenue) on the

east to Boundary Road on the west: When the railway was put through in

1885 it cut this farm into two practically equal portions. Gates,

adjacent to the brickworks, provided acess from one portion to the other.

Then in 1888, practically half of the eastern portion was acquired for

school purposes, and finally about 1920, the balance of the Kemp property

was acquired by the Railway Dept. for railway purposes and includes what

is known as Railway Reserve. The original farmhouse stood in the paddock

below the school, but later a two-storied building was erected facing the

road and adjacent to the school residence. These three residences -

the old farmhouse, the new residence, and the school residence - have since
been demolished to make way for school extensions. Towards Penshurst, - f |
Mrs Parkes had a farm area which had also been cut in two by the railway.

Gates which were in the vicinity of where the subway is now located, gave

access from one part to the other. At Penshurst, Mr. Myles McCrae had

an extensive area and his old re51dence, "Klntall“, still stands. A’

macadamised road, now known as Railway Parade, ran through this property

from Laycock Road to Mort's Road, and was the only direct access to

Mortdale as it then existed. The ‘area bounded by McCrae's. southern

boundary (approximately the present Grove Avenue on the north, railway .

on the west, the present-day Princes Street on the east, and Mort's Road

on the south, had been sub-divided into building blocks sometime during

;he early eighties). A few houses, mostly semi-detached places, had been
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erected, and most of them still exist and can be picked out quite
readily, though some of them have been more or less modernised.

The most prominent building was the two-storied one, still existing

at the Princes Street corner. Here was located the first Post Office,
combined with a grocery store. About 1897 the Post Office was moved

to the two-storied building, the front of which has been added to in

more recent years, opposite the school, and was managed by Mrs Phillips.
Mort's Road was macadamised from Princes Street corner to approximately
Kemp Street, whence it meandered as a bush track to Forest Road. It
crossed the railway through Mort's Gates. The present business area of
Mortdale, bounded by the railway Mort's Road, Crump Street (approximately)
and Kemp's norther boundary, which corresponds with the back alignment

of George Street allotments, was a fenced paddock of fairly thick bush and _
scrub. It was known as Newman's paddock. A Mr Newman lived in a brick N ]
cottage nearby and since demolished to make way for railway alteratlons,
was was the only residence that side of the line.

Newman seems to have been‘the caretaker of this property. About 1894 it
was sub-divided into building blocks and sold at auction under the name
of '"Mort's Estate", the auctioneer being Mr.E.C.V.Broughton, and so
Mortdale began to grow. Just about this time Victoria Avenue was
constructed from Laycock Road (now Penshurst Street), to Mort's Road.
Mortdale Station, opened in 1897, was to the southward of the gates, with
the plastform ramps adjacent to them.

What the population of Mortdale was when the Railway opened in 1885 is
doubtful - probably not more than 30 or 40 persons, perhaps fewer.

When we took up residence at Oatley shortly after the opening of the
Railway; the population increased five persons (ourselves) with one house.
Almost simultaneously another family - Mr. Orange and his son, together |
with his housekeeper (Mrs Baker) and her daughter - came on' the scene. i
He was caretaker for the Griffiths Estate and lived in the brick cottage :
in Oatley Avenue between Frederick Street corner and the hotel, and is the
oldest building in Oatley The census of Oatley, early in 1886, was 9
persons and 2 houses. From then on growth was falrly rapld and homes
began to spring up in all dlrectlons

J

Raine § Horne and Richardson &iWrench conducted the sales from time to
time and special trains brought crowds of people out to attend the sales
which were very successful. Oatley's first Post Office was a cottage
which stood on portion of the site now occupied by the hotel. There

are two coral trees growing on. the Reserve opposite the hotel. 'They

were planted there by my father over 60 years ago - the more southerly of
the two was grown from a slip brought from Tongarra, a few males out51de
Albion Park - the other was a cuttlng off the f1rst tree.

James Oatley's burial place does not appear to be quite def1n1te1y known
other than it took place on some part of his estate. In 1925, a Mr.W.
Siversten, of Bexley, came across his tombstone lying on some vacant land
on the Moorefields Estate. In an article in "Truth", under date 8th May
1921, reference is made to: '"an. old grave near what appears to have been :

a farm . This farm is s1tuated on the country lylng between Penshurst and
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Lakemba. On the slab of stone covering the grave is the following -
"Sacred to the memory of James Oatley. Obit October 8, 1839. Aetat 70
years.'" But the site of the grave was not stated in the article.
James Oatley was a watch and clockmaker, Frederick Oatley, whose
grave is in a paddock at Moorefields was his son. Many years ago a
grave existed on the hill overlooking Mortdale and Oatley. It was

on the Oatley side of Boundary Road at approximately the Waratah
Street corner, but there was nothing on it to indicate who was buried
there. I last saw it about 1897, but it cannot be located now because
the site has been built up completely.

On Oatley Point, there was many years ago, a large, round, flat rock
which, judging by its appearance and surroundings, seemed to have
been an aborigines' feating ground. Wind and rain storms during
the past 60 years have covered it with soil and growth and it is not
visible now.

Railwaz -

Beyond all doubt the district between Hurstville and river owes its
rapid growth to the railway's establishment. The opening of the
railway from Illawarra Junction (Eveleigh) to Hurstville took place

on 15th October 1884. The intermediate stations were Erskineville,

St.Peters, Marrickville (now Sydenham), Tempe, Arncliffe, Rockdale

and Kogarah. Carlton was opened in 1887. Banksia on 21st October,
1906, and Allawah on 25th October, 1925. The extension - Hurstville

to Sutherland was opened for business on 26th December,1885, with

Como as the intermediate station. The Brickworks Siding came into

use in 1886. Penshurst opened in 1886. Oatley in 1886, and Mortdale
20th March 1897. Jannali was opened on 7th February, 1931. The
extensions beyond Sutherland took place in subsequent years, until
Nowra was reached. The duplication between Hurstville and Waterfall
was completed by 22nd March 1891. This was a big step forward as it
permitted a more frequent service which hitherto had been confined to
three or four trains daily. Oatley platform, which originally was only
a dump, was lengthened and became a station with-''up" and 'down"
platforms, and a resident station-master in charge. The residence was
built on railway land alongside the "down' platform. The deviation, Como
to Mortdale, was carried out in 1905 and resulted in Oatley Station
being moved about one-quarter of a mile westward to its present site .
and opened on 7th July, 1905. A subway took the place of the original
level crossing and gates. The station-master's residence was abolished.
The night officer's residence which stood near the beginning of the

big rock cutting below the school, had been destroyed by fire a few
years previously and had not been re-built. ,

QOatley was re-named in Oatley's in 1889, but the original name was
restored in 1890. The present island platform with a goods yard
adjoining, was opened on 7th July, 1905. Automatic signals were
installed south of the station on lst November,1918, and on the north
side on 12th January 1926. The goods yard was closed on: 22nd. :December,
1940. Mortdale Station was moved northward beyond the original gates

on 14th September,1922. The original station has been demolished, while
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a subway has replaced the old level crossing and gates. Penshurst
Station was extended northwards, thus cutting out the level crossing

at gates which were replaced with an overhead traffic bridge. It is

not possible to name the first station-masters at the various stations.
Mr Hall, who lived in the railway residence which stood just about where
the Post Office is now, was S.M. at Hurstville for a number of years

in those early times. Mr John Brown was the first resident S.M. at
Oatley. He died there on 3rd June, 1902. Mr Cuneo was S.M. at Como for
a number of years.

Hurstville is named after the Rev. W.A.Hurst (Wesleyan) of Tempe, who
took a very great interest in the district. Penshurst is named after a
locality of the same name in England. Mortdale after Thomas Mort.

Oatley after Hames Oatley, and Como after Lake Como in Italy. Sutherland
is named after Forby Sutherland, one of Captain Cook's seamen and ''the
first white man to die in this newly discovered land."

The first electric trains in N.S.W. ran from Sydney to Oatley and began to
operate on 1lst March, 1926, and were extended to Sutherland on 12th
August 1926, and to National Park on 24th December, 1926.

Schools -

The nearest public school was Hurstville, which opened in 1876, though
there had been schools held in various kinds of buildings for some years
prior. Mortdale Public School was erected in 1888, and was a brick
building which housed three blocks of desks and forms. My sister and I
were two of the pupils enrolled on opening day. Mr Joseph Coleman was

the teacher in charge and he occupied the school residence, a brick
cottage alongside the school building. The cottage has since been
demolished to make way for another building. I think I am right in

saying that the actual opening day was in January 1889, when schools
resumed after the 1888 Christmas recess. The school was not quite ready
when we presented ourselves and we had to come back a week later. My
stay at Mortdale was not a very long one as in 1892, I was sent back to
Hurstville, where I had been before Mortdale opened. Somewhere about this
time a classroom was added to Mortdale School and Miss Frize was appointed
assistant teacher, and she remained at the school for a number of years.

I am sorry I cannot add any more details about the school, but no doubt
somebody else in the district will be able to do so. Mr Garden succeeded
Mr Coleman and some old pupils of these two gentlemen will be able to
relate some interesting details of Mr Coleman's later days and Mr Garden's
early days at the school. v » ,

Naturally, when I returned to Hurstv111e my interests cnetred round
that school.

~




