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Dear Friend and Member,

The regular meeting will be held as follows:

Date: Friday Evening, August 17th, 1979, at 8. 00 p. m.
Place: . Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Business: General.

§lea;bus Item: Mr. Vaughan Evans will entertain with: '""Aboriginal Canoes

on Sydney Harbour!'. Mr. Evans has a few slides, to illustrate

his subject, but says cameras were not the "in" thing at that period.

Supper Roster: Mrs. Kell, Captain, Miss Lambert, Mrs. McNamara,
Miss Frost, Miss White, Miss Murray. '

Ladies please bring a plate.

Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs. E. Eardley,

President. ‘ _ Hon. Sec. & Bulletin
Phone 587.1159, , : Editor.
’ Mrs. B. Perkins, Phone 59.8078.

- Hon. Publicity Officer.
Phone. 587.9164

Mrs. E. Wright, ' Mr. A. Ellis,

Hon., Treas. & Soc.Sec. Hon.Research Officer.
Phone 599.4884 Phone 587.1159,

"Adversity strengthens the Character. There is nothing on earth that is all evil,

nothing that is all good." ‘ ;

Quotation from ""The House of a Thousand Lanterns'',
by Victoria Holt.
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The following were elected to hold Office for the Year 1979 - 1980,

President; Mr. A. Ellis
Patrons: Mayor of Rockdale, Ald. George Moore

Ald. R. Rathbone
Mr. R. Stark, Town Clerk
Senior Vice President: Mr. D. Sinclair
Vice Presidents: Mr. B. Foster
Miss M. Dunsmore
Hon. Sec. & Bulletin Editor: Mrs. E. Eardley
Hon. Treas. & Social Sec.: Mrs. E. Wright

Hon. Auditor: Mr. A. Ford
Committee of Management: President, Mr. A. Ellis, Sec. Mrs.E. Eardley,
i Treas. Mrs. E. Wright, & Mr. L. Kell, Mr. R. Lee,

Mr. D. Sinclair, Mr. W. Dixon, Mrs. B. Perkins,
Misses M. Callister and M. Dunsmore.
Lydham Hall Local C'tee: Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs. E. Eardley, Miss B. Otton.

I.adies Social Committee: All Ladies who are able will go on Roster.

Research Officer: Mr. A. Ellis.

Publicity Officer: Mrs. B. Perkins.

Lydham Hall Fund Raising Miss B. Otton, Mrs. M. Fry, Mrs. Day,
Committee: Mrs. Blackshaw, & Mrs. D. Prebble.

Many of our Members have been and still are ill, remembering Mrs. G. Aitken and
Mrs. G. Gash. We are sorry to hear this and hope you will be well again soon.

Miss Otton, Curator of Lydham Hall, is in need of Ladies and/or Gentlemen to

assist with the weekend roster. Visitors come from far and wide to see this lovely
old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the Inspections.
Ring Miss Otton, 'phone 59.4259, Your call will be appreciated.

SOCIAL., .... OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND. Mrs. Wright, Social Secretary, has

organised for your pleasure, a three-day tour to Tamworth - Armidale, for the long
weekend, September 29th, 30th and October 1lst, 1979. PAYMENT OF BALANCE
AUGUST MEETING PLEASE. For details ring Mrs. Wright 599.4884 (81 Watkin St.,)

SPECIAL NOTICE. The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the
following books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Socxety
have been re-printed and are now available, ‘ ; ;

~Price: $1.00 per copy. (Postage extra)
- No. 1. "The Wolli Creek Valley!"

No. 2. "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3. !"'Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach"
No. 4. '"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5. '""Our Heritage in Stone!

No. 6. '"All Stations to Como"

No. 7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley' is also available. (Limited stocks only) -
For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Mrs. E. Wright - Ph. 599.4884, Miss B. Otton - Ph.59.4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs. E. Eardley - Sec. Ph.59.8078, Mr. A. Ellis - Ph. 587.1159,.
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LYDHAM HALL - FUNDING COMMITTEE

(Division of the St. George liistorical Society)
For the Year Ending 30th June 1979.

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Division of Cultural Activities $§ 500.00 Petty Cash § 20.00
Lydham Hall Admittances $§ 385.65 Globe replacements $§ 10.00
Cake Stalls $ 9.60 St.George Historical Books §  60.00
Raffles $ 95.95 Purchase Pine Dresser $ 370.00
Donations $ 37.05 Restoration of Kitchen § 127.53
Centenary of Progress Sales $§ 70.00 Picture Framing $ 44.00
St.George Hist.Book sales $ 205.00 Table Restoration §  30.00-
: Rockdale Courcil Visit $ - 48.42

Total: $1,303.25 St.George. Hi%.Socy Books §  72.00

Bank Interest § 46.54 Petty Cash §  30.00
| Total: $T,349.79 Restoration r%armeMMMWm 5 hate

Cash in Bank -June 1978 $1,441.45 Bank cheque book $ 250
Grand. Totais $2,791.24 St.Georg.Hist.Books $ 54.00

Total: $ 907.55

Cash in Bank $1,883.69

Capital Investment with the St.George
Building Society Account No.11.197370-2 Grand Total: $2,791.24.
CR. $1,303.17c. including interest to
date which was $101.68.c.

Value of Cent.of Progress books on hand $68.25¢ - 91 books.

I,Certify that this is a Correct Record of all Accounts presented to me for Audit Purposes.

(Sgd.) Arthur Ford. J.P. Hon.Auditor.




Y

y

24| 7)4

A MILLIONAIRE PASTOR - Samuel Marsden - The Great Survivor- -

- by A.T.Yarwood

- Reviewed by Alan McElwain
- Sydney Morming Herald
- 14th January 1978.

The Reverend Samuel Marsden, missionary extraordinary, despite the
scriptural injunction to the contrary contrived in his fashion to
serve both God and Mammon - not necessarily always in that order.

He was an astonishing ecclesiastical chameleon. He could preach

one day on the mercy and love of God, then, as a magistrate in early
N.S.W., hand down controversially harsh sentences. As a minister

of the gospel, he could warn his flock against storing up treasures
on earth while, as a pastoralist, he acquired extensive land holdings
and stock ad lib. Without scruple, he could simultaneously pursue
his missionary calling and meddle in politics.

Yet, full of human weakness and rich in human strength,
he remains a towering figure when most of his contemporaries
have faded to mere shadows.

It is thus that Professor Sandy Yarwood sets out to portray him.- He
does it magnificently. His prodigious research lights up every aspect
of Marsden's highly improbably life. Against all that has already been
written about the Rev. Samuel, he comes up with something fascinatingly
new and alive. Professor Yarwood tags Marsden as ''the great survivor".
His splendid biography will do much to prolong that image in history.

Marsden was ordained an Anglican priest ( I don't think he'd quite like
that title) in Exeter, England, on May 26, 1793. On July 27, with

his pregnant bride Elizabeth, he sailed in the 305-ton storeship William
for the convict colony of N.S.W., where he was to be an assistant
chaplain.

He was brimful of pastorzl zeal for his forthcoming work. Throughout the
voyage, during which Elizabeth gave brith to a daughter, he kept a
diary.

In the final entry, Samuel reminded himself of the very
peculiar manner in which the Lord takes care of His own,
and asked that in future trials he should have the faith

to rely on his promises and grace. This faith would be
sorely tested during his four decades of service in the
commnity of New South Wales, which received the William
and its much awaited stores and passengers on 10 March,l1794.

Before Marsden left England, the Secretary of State for the Home -
Department, Henry Dundas, wrote to the N.S.W Lt. Governor, Francis
Grose, begging him to ensure Marsden's comfort and well-being. It
was a thoughtful but largely superfluous gesture. In no time at all,

Marsden demonstrated that when it came to his own comfort, and




well-being, he could well take care of himself.
But he had his trials.

He wanted to save soﬁls, "to offer something more than a formal
ministry which concerned itself primarily or exclusively with

conducting the prescribed services of the Church of England."

Obstacles to this desire were that the convicts in the colony seemed
thoroughly depraved and indifferent to the gospel; and that higher
officials expressed in their own lives and priorities of government
"a shattering unconcern for the claims and needs of the church
militant, or indeed of any church at all."

However, Marsden was soon removed to the "mgior outsettlement” of
J

Y

Parramatta, where he was to leave his mark in - typically - a

variety of ways.

Parramatta housed the famous female factory (penitentiary) and
Marsden fought long and doggedly for an improvement in conditions
there. Here, also, Marsden was to become senior magistrate for an
era stretching from Parramatta to the Hawkesbury. This made him a
key figure in dealings between settlers and Aborigines, especially
when violence occurred. :

That violence often occurred was inevitable in a climate created by
people like one of Marsden's fellow preachers, who thought that
"the filthy, wicked, abominable and dangerous way of life of the
savages seems almost wholly to preclude them from our society."

To Marsden himself was attributed the view that "there would never
be any good done until there was a clear riddance of the natives,"
but there was no clear evidence that he ever said this.

The situation between whites and Aborigines worsened in 1804 when
settlers at Portland Head on the Hawkesbury, were given military
support and permitted to fire on Aborigines who had been helping
themselves to ripe corn. '

As if his preoccupation with his burgeoning landholdings and sheep-
breeding, his constant brushes with authorities and lesser lights
and his ever-demanding crusade against evil were not enough, Marsden
also had the Irish - and especially the Irish clergy - to vex him.

He saw the Catholic convicts in the colony as coming, for the greater
part, from "the lowest Class of the Irish Nation...extremely superstiticus,
artful and treacherous." His idea of a starting point in the creation

of a godly community, says Professor Yarwood, was to deprive Catholics

of Mass and force them to attend divine service in a Protestant Church.

It would have irritated him to admit that (in Yarwood's words), '"'the

first Catholic bishop, John Bede Polding, proved to be an English
gentleman of unquestioned scholarship." .
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Early in 1815 Marsden had realised an old ambition by planting the
English flag above the first missionary settlement in New Zealand.
His subsequent mission among the friendly Maoris was to take him

away from N.S.W. for long periods, but he loved it and was able in
New Zealand to satisfy evangelical impulses that had been unfulfilled
in N.S.W.

His New Zealand letters and journals revealed "a childlike Joy in

new experiences, a zest for physical challenges, and a econfident

acceptance of the role to which he felt called by providence. By

contrast, his correspondence on colonial matters reflects deep

feelings of persecution, a suspicion of 'open and secret enemies'

at every turn. It was a new and happier man who ... faced the Maoris
— of New Zealand."

His mission among them became the passion of his life. The man from
Parramatta was to create "a heroic image among the people of New Zealand
that would long survive him."

The Reverend Samuel Marsden died on May 12, 1838. He was buried in St.
John's cemetery, Parramatta. He left 30,000 pounds, "“which in terms
of present day currency made Marsden a comfortable millionaire."

Professor Yarwood sums him up:

He had a sense of destiny and divine purpose which not only
sustained him in physical danger and political controversy,
but drove him on to the zealot's great error of believing
that ends justified the means.

Fhkhhdhkkdhhhhrhhhddrrxdkhs




