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Dear Friend and Member,

The regular meeting will be held as follows:-

Date: Friday evening, May 18th, 1979, at 8.00 p.m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business: General.

Syllabus Item: Mr. Alan Roberts, Tutor in History, Macquarie University;

Ph. D. Graduand, University of Sydney, will give an illustrated

talk on: '"Development of Town Planning in Sydney, 1870-1914.

This should be most interesting, especially as we compare with

Sydney today.

Suppexf Roster: Mrs. Kalucy, Captain, with Mesdames Grace, Troughton,
Thompson & Hunt. ‘

- Ladies pleasé bring a plate.

Mr. A. Ellis, Mrs. E. Eardley,

President. Hon. Secretary &

Phone 587.1159 Bulletin Editor.
Mrs. B. Perkins, Phone 59.8078

Publicity Officer.
Phone 587.9164

Mrs., E. Wright, Mr. A. Ellis,
Hon. Treas. & Soc. Sec. ) Research Officer.
Phone 599 .4884 Phone 587.1159

Appreciation is the lubricant of life.
George Horton Bath.




Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear this and
hope you will be well again soon.

It is with regret that we record the death of Mr. J. Malone, late of Bexley, and
Mrs. M. Waddington, late of Bexley, two of our very early and most regular
members.,

To the Family of the late Mr. Malone and the Family of the late Mrs. Waddington,
the President and Members extend their deep sympathy.

Miss Otton, Curator of Lydham Hall, is in need of L.adies and/or Gentlemen
to assist with the weekend roster. Visitors come from far and wide to see this
lovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the Inspections.
Ring Miss Otton, 'phone 59.4259. Your call will be appreciated.

SPECIAL NOTICE,

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following books,
written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society, have been
re-printed and are now available.

Price: $1.00 per copy. (Postage extra)

No. 1. "The Wolli Creek Valley"

No. 2. '"Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3. '"Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach"

No. 4. '"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5. '""Our Heritage in Stone!'

No. 6. "All Stations to Como'

No. 7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley' is also available. (Limited stocks
only.)

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Mrs. E. Wright - Phone 599.4884

Miss B. Otton - Phone 59.4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs. E. Eardley (Secretary. Phone 59.8078.
Mr. A, Ellis - Phone 587.1159

The following social outings have been arranged by Mrs. Wright for your pleasure:

Date - A Coach Trip to Brooklyn, Motor Launch to Patonga, then Coach
19/5/79 to Ettalong Beach for lunch, which you may care to supply your -
self, or perhaps dine at the local R,S,L, Club.

Time: 9a.m. Sharp, meeting place as above.
Cost: $4.50 per person. Launch trip included in cost.
s .%ok ko 3k

October Long Weekend. Mrs. Wright, Social Secretary, has organised for your
pleasure, a three-day tour to Tamworth - Armidale, for the long weekend,
September 29th, 30th and October 1st, 1979 - cost $75.00. Deposit of $10 May
Meeting please. For details ring Mrs. Wright, 599.4884 (81 Watkin St., Bexley).
Waiting List Only.

* ko ok % %



LYDHAM HALL LOCAL COMMITTEE

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY, 1979,

Once again,we are able to report a very successful year's activities at
Lydham Hall.

The year opened with some excellent publicity in the journal of the

St. George League's Club which resulted in a steady flow of visitors over the
next three months, In June, there was another excellent article in The Sun
Newspaper. Despite petrol strikes and a period of prolonged hot weather the
flow of visitors was maintained. The net result was a record 2,735 people
visited Lydham Hall ir. 1978 an increase of nearly 400 over the previous year
and a record for any year since the building was opened to the public in 1971.
It is interesting to record these attendances,

1971 1,015 1974 1,970 1977 2,318
1972 1,493 1975 2,595 1978 2,735
1973 1,303 1976 2,298

Not only has there been a constant flow of visitors but also a regular
flow of donations of historical and local interest - so much so that exhibiting
them has become a very real problem.

In order to make more space available we are in the process of converting the
storeroom into another exhibition room and one of our main projects for the
coming year will be the provision of a number of full length show cases to
enable the cluttered display we have at present to be better exhibited;  the
extensive collection of clothing to be displayed and to make room for the
steady flow of additional items we receive almost every month.,

The highlight of the past year, of course, has been the completion of the
caretaker's kitchen and bathroom as a result of the receipt of a Government
Unemployment Grant which was subsidised by Rockdale Council. Not only has
this provided the Curator, Miss Otton, with reasonable facilities for the first
time since she took over her role in October 1974, but it has enabled the
completion of the restoration of the outside of the building by removal of the
unsightly enclosed section of the back verandah. Further, it has enabled us
to provide a full sized exhibition kitchen which is now possibly the most
interesting and attractive room in the house.

These alterations were officially d'pened by the Mayor on Monday,
11th December, 1978, 3 ' S

Once the new display area is completed the next task will be the proper
landscaping of the garden at the rear of the building to complement the
lovely view of Botany Bay and it is hoped that plans for this will be available
in the near future. ‘

It is a source of particular gratification to Miss Otton and myself to
look back aver the last 8 years with their many traumas and much hard work
to see Lydham Hall going from strength to strength. Ela

Much of the reason for this has been the fact that we havé been able to
maintain public interest in the project, that we have had such a dedicated and
ding Curator who spares no effort to keep the house in immaculate
dition, that we have been supported by nall but vefy loyal band of ladies
and because of the constant support we have received from the Council. I '
would like to conclude this report by placing on record the Lydham Hall Local
Committee's appreciation to the late Mr. Arthur Day who, with Mre. Day,
has been one of our most devoted helpers. ~His death in November last year
leavesa gap that will be very hard to fill.

Alderman R.W. Rathbone.
Hon, Secretary.

Lydhan: Fall Local Committee.
8th Mar~h, 1979.



KOGARAH PUBLIC SCHOOL

An Historical Account -~ J.J.Fletcher
Lt 2 Divigsion of Planning
N.S.W. Dept. of Education
- July 1970,

Kogarah in the late 1860's was a small, struggling community,
isolated from the main centre of population in Sydney by poor
- roads, thick. bush and the barrier posed by Cook's Rlver.

The community numbered abeut 400, mostly earnlng a living from
the market gawdans they worked. The . wgrk was hard; the rewards
meagre. . :

-The total ‘population of Rncky Palnt Road, Kogarah Road, and
Arncliffe was estimated by a school in&pector to be approximately 800

~Already some educational facilities were being provided in the
district. There was a Roman Catholic School on Rocky Point Road,
less than a mile south of the present St. Paul's Anglican Church;

a Wesleyan School on the same road, about one mile nearer to Sydney
on the site of the present Rockdale Methodist Church; and a Public,
School at Arncliffe, which had been operating since 1861.

The Roman Catholic School had been opened in 1862 (probably in June)
with an enrolment of 21, though only 14 children regularly attended.
According to an Inspection Report on the school at the end of 1862,

"the building used was unsuitable for a school, the organization was
‘defective, the children unpuaetual and 1rregu1ar in attendance, § their
attainments were low."

In 1865 the enrolment had risen to 47; by 1867 it was 52, of whom 35
were Roman Catholics, 15 Anglicans and 2 Wesleyans. In 1868, some
unaccounted-for controversy reduced the enrolment to 16, but by 1869
..enrolments were back to 47, and the teaching was carrled on with
"great earnestnéss and fair skill" by Mrs Burke.

The Wesleyan School began about 1863 under the charge of Mr J.Andrews
the local Wesleyan lay-preacher. The enrolment was 52 and the Inspector
described the bulldlng, which doubled as the Church on Sundays, as
being in good repair & having a teacher's residence. Enrolments
remained fairly constant & in 1869 they were 55, of whom 10 were
Anglicans, 2 Roman Catholics, 40 Wesleyans and 3 undesignated.
According to the Inspection Report (1869), the furniture was
unsuitable, § there was no longer any residence, but the "instruction
was given with great earnestness § 1ndustry though the methods. were
;1nap§reprlaxe." Mr. Andrews was still in charge of the school.



Thus in 1869, both the Wesleyan § Catholic Schools had enrolled

between 20 and 30 Anglican children. However, there were approximately
50 Anglican children of school age plus a number of Lutheran children
of whom, at the most, half were attending some school. Apart from the
undesirability felt by Anglican parents of sending their children to

~ Wesleyan or Catholic schools, there was a clear need to provide a school
for the children not attending either of the denominational schools.

The residents of Kogarah who wanted further educational facilities for
their children were faced with the difficulty of raising the amount

of money needed. There were three courses open to them in gaining a
school. They could provide their own bu11d1ng & pay both the teacher's
salary § the cost of equipment needed in the school. They would then
own the school & could promote any course of instruction they desired.
If the majority of the parents were Anglicans, then such a school would
teach the Catechism § main tenets of the Anglican doctrine. This,
however, was an expensive business.

Another course of action was to provide a building for a school § then
apply for a paid teacher from the Council of Education. The Council
(1866-1880) was responsible for allocating government finance to schools.
If the Council agreed to grant aid it would provide a paid teacher, all
necessary textbooks § equipment but only on the condition that the school
followed a non-denominational course of study, that is, the same course
as the Public Schools followed.

The third avenue open was to ask for a Public School, where the Council
of Education would provide almost everything - building, teacher and
equipment. The only draw-back was that the local community had to
provide one-third of the building cost. For a comfortably-sized school
to suit Kogarah's needs at the time, about pounds 160.0.0 to 200.0.0
would have been ample; the residents' one-third would have been around
pounds 50.0.0.

Even this relatively small sum was apparently too much for the struggling
market gardeners who were suffering badly from the effects of a run of
poor seasons. The comment by Council of Education's Inspector regarding
the "majority of them being in poor circumstances' was no exaggeration.

With the completion of St. Paul's Anglican Church in 1869, the cost of
building a school was no longer a problem:. The Church bu11d1ng was quite
large enough (48' x 24') to accommodate the 40 or 50 children who might
attend the school. So the residents decided to follow the second c¢ourse
of action; provide the building & ask the Council to supply the rest.

Two of the Anglican Wardens, Joseph Shelton § William Berghafer,ftogether
with the Presbyterian, James Wilson, formed a school committee § visited
local families. They managed to enlist quite a number of parents prepared
to send their children to the proposed school. The committee of three
forwarded an appllcatlon to the Council on December 16, 1869, asking for
aid for a school, giving details of expected enrolments & the building

to be used, § indicating their willingness to act as Local Patrons. The
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Council of Education preferred the Local Patrons to represent
different denominations § so, in what appears to be an after-
thought, James Wilson hastily filled in the religious denomination
of the three men:

Joseph Shelton, = "Church of England"
William Berghofer,'Luther"
James Wilson, "Presbeterean'.

James Wilson was not a very good speller; yet there were some who
"signed" the application form (See Appendix A)* who could not even
write their name, § they simply put their mark (x) which was
witnessed by someone else.

As soon as the Council received the application, they referred it, as
was the usual practice, to the school 1nspector for the district,
Mr J Huffer.

Mr Huffer wasted no time; just after Christmas he reported to the Council
that he had been to Kogarah and talked to the residents. He claimed that
they felt the denominational schools already established in the district
(the Wesleyan § Roman Catholic Schools) were unsatisfactory for its
educational needs. **

The parents had promised to send 88 children to the school if it was
established; of these, 64 were of school age § the rest were between the
ages of 1 year and 3 years old. Huffer expected the school to be a serious
rival to the two denominational schools, but as these two schools really
only catered for Catholic § Wesleyan children, a public school to provide
education for all children was necessary. As Huffer stated, a public
school "would undoubtedly better supply the means of education‘for the
locality, & consequently I believe the existing schools would, in time,

be closed.'" Therefore, he recommended its establishment under the name

of Rocky Point Road Non-Vested*** Public School.

* A copy of application form has been included because of the
difficulty the writer experienced in decyphering James Wilson's
handwriting; it is left to the reader to interpret.

** It was difficult for Anglicans to send their children to either the
Wesleyan or Catholic Schools as each of these schools taught doctrine
relating to their own religious beliefs. Yet despite this, some of
the Anglicans had to do so in an effort to get at least some education
for their children; but such a situation was not really satisfactory.

*¥* Non-Vested meant that the building did not belong to the Council
of Education, § thus could be used for religious purposes outside
of school hours.



