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Dear Friend and Member,

The regular meeting will be held as follows:

Date: Friday evening, April 20t§1, 1979, at 8 p. m.

Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business: General. '

Syllabus Item: Peter Sage Presents: "JOURNEY TO SCANDANAVIA"

Supper Roster:

NORWAY, SWEDEN, FINLAND, DENMARK. Be early, this

will be a lovely journey.

Mrs. H. Jones , Captain, with Misses Turner, Wood, Murphy,

Mr. A. Ellis,
President.
Phone 587.1159,

Mrs. E. Wright

McDougall.

Ladies please bring a plate.

Mrs. E. Eardley,
Hon. Secretary.
Phone 59. 80780

Mrs. B. Perkins,
Publicity Officer.
Phone 587.9164

s Mr. A. Ellis,

Hon., Treas. & Soc.Sec, ‘ Research Officer,

Phone 599.4884.

George Be

Phone 587.1159.

rnard Shaw once said: "I don't need a theofy of value to

"tell me the poor are exploited.'
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The following social outings have been arranged by Mrs. Wright for your
pleasure:

Date - A tour of the Rocks Area, after which the Coach will take you to
5/5/79. Watsons Bay for lunch, returning via the Northern Beaches &
Botany Bay Terminal.

Time: 10 a. m. Sharp, meet at corner of Railway & Walz Streets,
Rockdale. (Western side of Rockdale Railway Station).

Cost: $3. 00 per person.

Take your Eats and Drinks.
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Date - A Coach Trip to Brooklyn, Motor Launch to Patonga, then Coach
19/5/79. to Ettalong Beach for lunch, which you may care to supply yourself,
or perhaps dine at the local R.S. L. Club.

Time: 9 a. m. Sharp, meeting place as above.

Cost: $4.50 per person.

October Long Weekend. Mrs. Wright, Social Secretary, has organised for
your pleasure, a three-day tour to Tamworth - Armidale, for the long weekend,
September 29th, 30th and October 1st, 1979 - cost $75.00. Deposit of $10 now
please. For details ring Mrs. Wright, 599.4884 (81 Watkin St., Bexley).
Waiting List Only.
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SPECIAL NOTICE.

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following
books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society,
have been re-printed and are now available.

Price: $1.00 per copy. (Postage extra).

No.1l. '""The Wolli Creek Valley"

No.2. '"Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No.3. 'Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach'.

No.4. '"Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5. '"Our Heritage in Stone'"

No. 6. !"All Stations to Como"

No.7. "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley'' is also available. (Limited stocks only).

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Mrs. E. Wright - Phone 599.4884.

Miss B. Otton - Phone 59.4259 (after 8 p.m.)
Mrs. E. Eardley (Secretary). Phone 59.8078.
Mr. A, Ellis - Phone 587.1159.

If you have any items of Historical interest,will you give them to Mrs. Eardley for
publication in the Monthly Bulletin. Your news could awaken memories for others.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill. We are sorry to hear this
and trust that you will all be well again soon.

Miss Otton, Curator of Lydham Hall, is in need of ladies and/or gentlemen to
assist with the weekend roster. Visitors come from far and wide to see this
Tovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the inspections.
Ring Miss Otton, '‘phone 59.4259. Your call will be appreciated.

ITEMS DONATED TO LYDHAM HALL,

Mrs. McMullen, Kogarah - Black Top Hat.

Miss McNay, Rockdale - Shaving Mug, over 100 years old.
Book of Poems, by William Wordsworth.
Pears Cyclopaedia.

Mrs. McMillan, Rockdale - Wedding Frock Top, net, embroidered with handmade

Honitone Lace and tiny pearls.

Christening Frock, hand embroidered fine white cotton
material.

Christening Frock, white cotton material, lace inserts.

Baby Bonnet, all honitone lace.

3 Handmade honitone lace collars, made by Mrs. McMillan
in 1907. :

6 New Guinea Shell Buttons.

Pair Glove Stretchers.

Perfume Spray, Silver Top.

Smelling Salts Bottle.

1 Cream lace baby bonnet & cream lace handkerchief,
these 2 items came from Egypt, during lst World War.

1 necklet, 2 bracelets and pair earrings.

1 bracelet, green polished stones.,

Pewter Plate, made in England.

Pearl Shell.

Mrs. Rochefort, Bexley - Wooden Butter Churn, early 1920's.
Mrs. Keed, Arncliffe - Queen Victoria Plate, Jubilee Year 1886.

Mrs. Ford, Arncliffe - Pettit Point Handbag.
White Irish Linen Handkerchief, .

Mrs. Foster, Kogarah - Souvenir Book of Rockdale Trolley Bus Celebrations 1937.

Mrs. Doring, Banksia - Her late husband's swimming costume,1918.
Picture of Sydney Harbour Bridge, nearing completion.

Miss Turner, Bexley - Father, Charles Turner, came to Australia from
England 1912. Joined Australian Army, 8th January 1916.
Certificate of Discharge, 25th September, 1919.
Pay Book and Leave Pass.
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PRIMROSE HOUSE - A short history ...

- Arthur Ellis

- presented to the
- St. George Historical
Soctiety - 1L9th January 1979.

'This paper sets out a short history of Primrose House,

which is a fine surviving house at Doll's point. Many
of you, will remember that the property was acquired by
the then St. George District Hospital, in 1936, for use
as a convalescing annexe, although the house has been
there since the last decade of the 19th century.

In 1840 a grant of land was made to John Betts of 140
acres, made up of a large portion of the south-east

corner of what has become known as the Sans Souci
peninsular. Its boundaries were, along the northern
boundary of what has become Sandringham Street, from

the waterfront at the eastern end of Sandringham Street

and continued westward to what has become the intersection
of Horbury Street. From there it followed a line due south
to the waterfront again to what has become Waldron Street.
The third side, followed the waterfront eastward and
northward to the starting point at Sandringham Street.

From the earliest days of the 19th century a small
community had lived in this remote corner. They were
people who, during the convict days, were prone to run
away from the settlement at Sydney Cove, and although
they mastered some of the watercourses, such as Cook's.
River, George's River proved too much for them and they
dallied long enough in this corner to set up a living.

" This they gained from fishing, timber getting and the

stripping of bark from the trees for use as building
materials. Sometime during the 1870's a large building

was erected at Sandringham which became the Prince of Wales
Hotel. There had previously been, some distance away, another
considerable house, named Sans Souci House, but generally the
area was fairly sparsely populated. ' And so, they lived ’

an idyllic existence. gy | o ‘ ,

However, from the 1880's onward these people must have felt
the accleration of encroachment, for in 1884 a railway was
built from Redfern to Hurstville and in 1886 a start was
made to lay a tramway from Kogarah Station to Sans Souci
and this was completed in September 1887. e Bl

On 15th August 1887, a 30 acre piece of John Bett's grant

was vauiréd by William Edward Sparke, .Gentleman of Sydney.
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W.E.Sparke had his home at Darlinghurst. It was a
large gaunt pile called "Maramanah", now demolished
to make way for the Fitzroy Gardens which is the
- present site of the E1 Alamein Fountain. The piece
of land tht Sparke acquired at Sandringham was something
over 3000 ft. long and 500 ft. wide. It ran cast to
west and started at Botany Bay and extended to a point
a few hundred yards west of Clareville Avenue. By 15th
March 1888, he had sold the whole piece to Alfred
‘George Carruthers, for pounds 5,050.16.4d. Alfred George
Carruthers was a brother of Joseph Hector Carruthers, who
became prominent in N.S.W. State politics, and was h1mse1f
a land estate agent at Rockdale. A.G.Carruthers, sent a
surveyor to mark out the land. He marked out a long wide
road along the centre of the block which became Russell
Avenue. He then marked out the building blocks on each
side, each of 40 ft. frontage, down to Malua Street, near
Botany Bay. On the eastern side of Malua Street, several
of the blocks were rather irregularly shaped.
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It is these irregularly shaped blocks, Nos.59-65 in the
vicinity of Malua Street, with which we are concerned.

These were purchased from Alfred George Carruthers, by

James Eve for 650.0.0 pounds on 24th December 1888. Within
five months, on 15th May 1890, James Eve had sold his blocks
of land to James McDougal Balmer and Thomas Horsley Corlette
for 1,500.0.0. pounds. Now, he either made himself a nice
profit or he had built something on the land which increased
its value by 850.0.0. pounds. And it is around about here
that a baffling succession of transactions start. By 28th
April 1891, James Eve purchased the land back again from
these two men for only 450.0.0. pounds. -So if you think that
was baffling, so did I. I decided to go no further into the
mire. No document, newspaper, magazine or any other reference
that I can find, satisfied me by whom or exactly when,the
present house was bu11t But I have pitched upon James Evel /E§

We do know however, from documentatlon, that on 23rd March ,

1891, a publican's licence was issued to James Eve for use at

premises entitled Scarborough Hotel, Doll's Point. This

licence was current for a year and explred on 22nd March 1892 , !

and the following day a publican's licence was issued to : )
. Stephen J Byrne to be current for one year at the same premises 3

and expired on 22nd March 1893. Thereafter, no more publican's

licences were issued for Scarborough Hotel. It should be stated

here that althogh Stephen J Byrne had a publican's licence for :

Scarborough Hotel,. he was never at any time the owner.

It is about here thatﬁwe,should take,a closer look at the’~
man, James Eve. I-have not been able to determine where he
was born in 1837. The first reference that I can find is
that in 1866 he was living in Gibbs Street, Paddlngton, and

the following year he had moved to Prospect Street, Padd1ngton




In 1869, he was conducting a Tobacconist shop at Botany
Road, Redfern. 1In 1870, he had opened one at 221 Pitt

- Street, City. From hereon, James Eve had’a string of
Tobacco shops at numerous addresses in Sydney and the
principal suburbs, as far afield as Parramatta. In the
years 1889 and 1890, he served as the first Mayor of the

new Municipality of Enfield and as Mayoress, his wife turned
the first sod for the construction of the Enfield Municipal
Council Chambers using a beautiful silver and ebony shovel.
Then came his year as licensee of the Scarborough Hotel at
Doll's Point during which year on 23rd March 1891, he wrote
a letter to the Rockdale Council reminding the aldermen of
the agproaching election of a Transit Commissioner to represent
suburban councils, and on 23rd April, 1891, he wrote further
thanking the members of the suburban councils for returning
him on the Transit Commission. From the 2nd September 1891
to 25th June 1894, James Eve was a member of the Legislative
Assembly for Canterbury. At this point we will leave James
Eve for the time being and go back to see what is happening
at Scarborough House, for this was by now its name.

‘Many reasons have been suggested to me for discontinuance of
the Scarborough Hotel. Some have said it was delicensed because
of infractions, but I have been unable to find documentation

of delicense. I lean rather towards the suggestion that it

just simply stopped being used as an Hotel. These were the .
hungry nineties and catering to holiday makers at Doll's Point
in this remote spot, was not very profitable. Scarborough House
simply slipped into the doldrums. It had a succession of
tenants however, not the least of whom was, for a time, Joseph
Hector Carruthers, who later went to live at "Ellesmere' on
Townson's Bay.

About this time we find living at 46 Fitzroy Street, North
Sydney, a Sydney manufacturer coming into prominence and
prosperity as a printer's furnisher. Some said, rather
facetiously perhaps, Frederick Wimble had come to prosperity

by providing the printing houses with all the materials
necessary to produce the stationery required to process that
long weary queue of despondent people trudging through the
Bankruptcy Courts of the 1890's. Apparently a generous,
hospitable extrovert, Frederick Wimble entertained lavishly.
Legion are the stories of the gay parties, receptions, picnics,
garden parties, boating on Botany Bay riding and driving about
the flat country near the shore of the Bay. Here they stayed
until 1913 and made such an impression on the place, and became
so widely known, that many have asserted that Frederick T Wimble
was the builder of Scarborough Hotel and owned it for many years.
This of course, is not correct, since his name does not appear
anywhere in the succession of title holders. By 1914, they had
moved to a house called "Wallarain" at Wright's Road Drummoyne.
And Doll's Point saw them no more! : :
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