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Dear Friend and Member,

The regular meeting will be held as follows: -

Date: Friday evening, December 15th, 1978, at 8. 00 p. m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.
Business: General.

Syllabus Item: Mr. Don Sinclair will present: "Nostalgic Memo’rieé”,

Supper Roster:

whilst the Ladies prepare the ""Festive Supper''.

Joint Captains. Mesdames Wright and Lee, together with

Mr. A. Ellis,
President.
_ Phone 587.1159

many of our Ladies.

Ladies, please bring a plate, and what a plate it will be.

Mrs. E. Eardley,
Mrs. B. Perkins, Sec. & Bulletin Editor.
Publicity Officer. Phone 59,8078
Phone 587.9164

Mrs. E. Wright, Mr. A. Ellis,

Treas. & Soc. Sec. Research Officer.

Phone 599.4884

Phone 587.1159

Free sitters grumble most at the Play.

A ChineseProverb.,

The President and Officers extend their best wishes for a Merry Christmas
and Bright and Happy New Year to all.
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Many of our Members have been and still are ill; Mrs. McNamara has
had an accident, We are sorry to hear this and trust that you will all be

well again soon.

We regret to record the death of Mr. A.F. Day, late of Bexley, one of our
very early and most regular members., To Mrs. Day and Family, our deep

sympathy.

Miss Otton, Curator of Liydham Hall, is in need of Ladies and/or Gentlemen

to assist with the weekend roster. Visitors come from far and wide to see
this lovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the Inspections.
Ring Miss Otton, 'phone 59.4259. Your call will be appreciated.

SPECIAL NOTICE,

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following
books, written and illustrated by the late Gifford H. Eardley, for the Society,
have been re-printed and are now available:-

Price: $1.00 per copy. (Postage extra)

No. 1. "The Wolli Creek Valley!"

No. 2 "Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway"

No. 3 n"Saywells Tramway. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach'

No. 4 "Arncliffe to Bexley Tramway"

No. 5 ""Our Heritage in Stone"

No. 6 ""All Stations to Como"

No.7 "Tempe and the Black Creek Valley'' is also available. (Limited

stocks only).

For your copy of the above books, please contact one of the following:

Mrs. E. Wright - Phone 599.4884

Miss B. Otton - Phone 59.4259 (after 8.00 p.m.)
Mrs. E. Eardley, (Secretary) - Phone 59.8078.
Mr. A. Ellis - Phone 587.1159

If you have any items of Historical interest will you give them to Mrs. Eardley
for publication in the Monthly Bulletin, Your news could awaken memories
for others.

The December Meeting (15.12.78) will be held at our usual meeting place,

Council Chamber (upstairs), Town Hall, Rockdale, also the Christmas

Party. Ladies will excell themselves on this festive occasion as they

always do., Thank you Ladies.
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ST, PATRICK'S CHURCH - KOGARAH.

- Dr Joan Hatton.

For the Catholics who were early settlers in the St. George
District, the nearest church was at St. Benedict's at Broadway,
thirteen miles away, and many are the times they would walk there
and back for the service on a Sunday.

Later on, in the 1850'8) the Church of Sts. Peter and Paul was

built at Cook's River (now Tempe), and then in the 1860's St.

Joseph's Newtown was built.  These churches would have been

more convenient to the people of St. George, although some

residents still preferred to make the long trip to St. Benedict's.

The Parish Priests at Petersham or Newtown would also have made
regular visits to conduct services in the St. George District.

They baptised the children, and St. Joseph's at Newtown appears

to have been the favourite church for weddings of St. George residents.

After the gold rush of the early 1850's, there was an influx of

. permanent settlers and soon the need arose to establish a permanent
_meeting place in the district. This was the church school building,
officially opened on 15 May, 1866. The Rocky Point Road Catholic
School was first established in 1862, when there were 11 boys and 10
'girls on the roll. ,

B N
In the,district then, there was a Church of England School at Lord's
Forest (Hurstville) and a Wesleyan School at Rockdale. In these
times there were many church schools receiving funds through the
Denominational School Board, for the payment of teachers' salaries,
the purchase of buildings and repairing of school houses, the
purchase of school documents, books, apparatus and school furniture,
as well as other school requirements, Each school was under the
control of a Local Board. The Roman Catholic School did not flourlsh
for the teacher was transferred and the school was closed

i It was not until 1864 that the school was | re—Opened with 19 children

- .on the roll, with teacher Miss M, Eyre at an annual salary of pounds 60
- ‘At this time the school was located on the eastern side of! Rocky%:

- Point Road, just south of the Moorefield Estate.‘ The, InSpector reported
that "the chzldben are taught in a wooden butldﬁng in fair repair,

and i8 held at will from a Mr. Trott of.Parramatta, pendzng the

~ erection of a schoolhouse. The room in which the school is held is

24 feet by 12 feet by 10 feet, not eieled (sic). Ne out-offices or

. a residence for the teacher, There is plenty of‘playground A new
%,schoolhouse i8 very muah needéd zn thts dtstrtct."
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Perhaps their previous experience with loss of the school,

made the local residents determined to provide a better
schoolhouse for their children and at the same time obtain

a church meeting place. However, according to reports

" the circumstances of the people were not good, woodearting
and gardening were the two things by which the people lived.
The woodearters were poor, and the gardeners who were occupante
of new ground were struggling."”

They were, however, able'tO‘raise pounds 20 to purchase one acre

of land from Charles Bown "for the erection and maintenance

' thereon of a Sehool House for the Education of Roman Catholic
children.” This is the land on which the present St. Patrick's

Church is built, The purchase was made on 20 April, 1865, and

the Trustees were: The Most Rev. John Bede Polding, Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Sydney; the Rev. Patrick Kemyon of Redfern, Clerk ‘qﬁ
in Holy Orders; and Patrick Moore and Edmond English, both farmers '
of Rocky Point.

Plans were made for a stone building and the deeds of the property
were submitted to the Denominational School Board at its meeting
on December 11, 1865, for a grant towards the cost of the building.
The total outlay for the building was expected to be pounds 120.,
and an amount of pounds 30, was approved. As the building was
probably under construction when the request for a grant was made,
this is probably the reason why "1865" is carved on the school's
stone. An amount of pounds 4.10.0 was granted towards the outlay
of pounds 9 for furniture.

The new stone building had a galvanised iron roof, and was 30 x

17 x 10 feet internally. It was reported to be "a very neat building,
pleasantly situated on a rising ground..... It is light, well

ventilated, and every way suited for a schoolroom. There is one.

aere of land, fenced from the Road, but not othemwise enclosed.

There 18 no residence for the Tbacher and no closet. - If these were N
put up it would be complete.  The Local Board have made great =
exerttons to build this School thetr means are mow exhausted " ?.

On 15 May, 1866 Father Garavel opened the new building with celgbration 2
- of Mass. Not much schoolwork was done this day, for the children of
Cook's River visited the school, and all the scholars had a feast

and sports outing. It was a fine day, the children were" regaled with
cake, fruit, lollies etc., and they enjoyed all kinds of sports, ‘and
were given prizes for running, jumping etc., causing a friendly rivalry
between the several competitors.. After hymns were sung, the children
reached home about 5 .0 clock without suffering any accident to mar‘

~ the day's sports. & : -
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So began the building which was to play such an important role
in the life of the Catholics of the district for the next 90 years.

Population slowly increased until the railway came through Kogarah
in 1884, and this brought such an influx that there was need for
a larger building to accommodate the Catholics of the district.

On Sunday, 29th April, 1887, the foundation stone of the new church

was laid in front of the original stone church. His Eminence,
the Cardinal-Archbishop Moran, came to Kogarah to perform the
ceremony. In honour of the Cardinal's visit, the church grounds
were festively decorated and an arch was erected with the words

'“Cued Mille Failthe - Advance Kogarah."

The new church was designed by Messrs. Sheerin and Hennessy,

Architects, and was to be in transition Gothic. The principal

measurements were: .
length, without sancturary - 85 feet

sanctuary and vestry - 23 feet

nave , - 35 feet
 transepts \ - 60 feet

tower - 14 feet square.

The building was to be of pressed brick with stone dressings and
it was estimated to cost pounds 6,000. However, only the first
stage of the building, at a cost of pounds 2,200 was to be completed

- at present by the contractors, Messrs., Simmons and Knight.

On the occasion of the le§1ng of the foundation stone, the
proceedings began with a procession from the old stone church to the
adjoining site of the new building. After the stone had been laid
and blessed, the Cardinal addressed the assemblage, the Very. Rev.
Father Slattery 0.S.F. delivered the formal address, and then Father
Byrne spoke a few words and called on the people of the district to
show their proverbial gemerosity. A collection of pounds 685 was

then laid on the stone. The crowd, which numbered several hundred,

then dispersed.

In 10 months, the first stage of the building was completed and
Cardinal Moran returned to bless and open the church, on Sunday !
afternoon, . 19 February, 1888. The weather was exquiS1tely fine,

as the Cardinal was welcomed by the Rev. Peter Byrne, pastor, the
clergy, and leading catholics of the district. . The new building

could accommodate 500 or 600 people. The appearance of the fromt

was very striking - the Gothic features of the arched central entrarnce,
with its flight of steps, and the graceful three—llght windows all
executed in white stone, showing out in fine relief from the more
sombre brick. : :

Following the blessing by the Cardinal, and 51nging by a choir o
from St. Mary's Cathedral, the Rev. Father 0'Connor dellvered an
eloquent address from the Sanctuary steps. The church was said to
be named after the Apostle of Ireland. The collectlon raised |

pounds 140., making the total amount subscrlbed over pounds 1, 300




