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Dear Friend and Member, 

The regular meeting will be held as follows:- 

Date: 	Friday evening, July 21st, 1978, at 8 pm. 

Place: 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Business: 	Opening & Welcome. 
Apologies. 
Minutes of Previous Annual Meeting. 
Annual Financial Report. 
Lydham Hall Annual Report. 
President's Annual Report 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1978 1979. 

Patrons (3) 
President 
Senior Vice president 
Vice Presidents (2) 
Hon. Secretary 
Hon. Asst. Secretary 
Hon. Treasurer 
Hon. Auditors (2) 
Committee of Management. (President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

and 7 Members). 
Lydham Hall Committee 
Ladies Social Committee (It has been suggested that all ladies 

who are able - go on Roster). 
Research Officer 
Publicity Officer 
Social Secretary 
Editor (Bulletin) 
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Correspondence 

General Business 

Syllabus Item: 	Mrs. Ruth Foster will give an illustrated 
address on her travels in Western Australia. 
This you will enjoy. 

Supper Roster: Miss M. Callister, Captain, & Mesdames J. 
Preddy, W. Farrar and L. Barrack. 

Ladies, please bring a plate. 

Mr. A. Ellis, 	 Miss A. Lang, 
President. 	 Secretary, 
Phone 587. 1159 	 Phone 57. 2608 

Mrs. B. Perkins, 
Publicity Officer. 

- 	 Phone 587. 9164 

Mrs. E. Wright, 
Treas. & Soc. Sec. 
Phone 599. 4884.-  

Many Men, Many Minds". 

Mr. A. Ellis 
Research Officer. 
Phone 587.1159. 
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Many of our Members have been and still are, ill. We are sorry to hear 
this and trust that you will all be well again soon. 

It is with regret that we record the death of one of our early and valued 
Members Mrs Greenlees, late of Argyle Street, Carlton 	To her family 
we extend our deepest sympathy,  

SOCIAL. 

PORT MACQUARIE. 	For your pleasure, Mrs. Wright (Social Secretary) 
has arranged a Coach Trip to Port Macquarie, with a visit to Timber Town 
at Wauchope, and also to South West Rocks & Trial Bay. This should be most 
enjoyable. ......Waiting List Only. 

The Details are as follows: 

Time: 7.30 am. sharp. 
Place: Town Hall, Rockdale. 
Cost: 	$65. 00 per person (Inclusive - Dinner,, Bed & Breakfast) 
Date: 	Saturday September 30th, October 1st and 2nd. 

Congratulations to Mr. Bill Foster, F. R. A. H. S. , on his appointment as 
Vice President of the Royal Australian Historical Society 1978-79. 

Miss Otton, Curator of 'Lydham Hall', is in need of Ladies and/or Gentlemen 
to assist with the weekend roster. Visitors come from far and wide to see 
this lovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the inspections 
Ring Miss Otton, 'Phone 59.4259, your call will be appreciated. 

SPECIAL NOTICE, 

The St. George Historical Society is pleased to announce that the following 
books written and illustrated by the late Gifford H Eardley, for the Society, 
Iae been re-print!ed and are now available. 

Price: 	$1. 00 per copy (postage extra), 

No 2 	'Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway" 
No 3 	"Saywells Tramway.. Rockdale to Lady Robinson's Beach" 
No 5 	"Our Heritage in Stone" 
No. 6 	All Sta4-ns to Como" 
No 7 	'Tempe hd The Black Creek Valley" is also available, (limited 

stocks only). 
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At a later date, Books No. 1 - "The Wolli Creek Valley"; and No. 4 - 
"Arncliffe to Bexley Steam Tramway", will be re-printed. 

For your copy of the aboye books, please contact one of the following: 

Mrs. E. Wright - Phone 599.4884. 

Miss A. Lang (Sec.) - Phone 57. 2608 (after 6. 00 p. m.) 

Miss B. Otton - phone 59,  4259 (after 8. 00 p. m.) 

Mrs. E. Eardley - Phone 59. 8078. 

Mr. A. Ellis - Phone 587. 1159. 
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ARNCLIFFE PUBLIC SCHOOL - 1861 - 1940. (contd.) 

Mr Henry McKern, the owner of the property on the north side of 
the school site, wrote to the Department in May 1902 offering to 
sell the property to them for pounds 900.0.0. It consisted of a 
block of land measuring 400' x 91', on which a two-storey house 
was built. Mr Inspector Grieve reported that the teacher's 
residence was unsightly, and that eventually it might be advisable 
to demolish it and buy the neighbouring house as .a residence. But 
he did not think there was any immediate necessity for this, and 
recommended that Mr McKern's offer should not be considered. 

Mr Boland reported in January 1902 that the gas supply was defective. 
The Architect decided that a larger pipe was needed, and this was 
put in (along with other improvements to the gas supply) by J.T. 
Burrows for pounds 12.0.0. 

In July 1903, Mr Boland asked to be supplied with specimens of 
Australian and other timbers, "for the purpose of giving practical 
object lessons to the senior pupils, and to also form part of a 
school museum". He also asked for pamphlets dealing with timber. 
The Under-Secretary pointed out that if a supply of specimens was 
sent "it would lead to numerous applications from other teachers" 
and the whole matter was deferred. 

A petition signed by a large number of parents was presented to the 
Department at this time asking for the establishment of a school on 
the old site at West Arncliffe. Mr Grieve reported: 

". .This site is within 15 minutes' walk of 
Arncliffe Public School. No child named on the 
Application lives more than 1 1/2 miles from the 
nearest Public School, There is sufficient 
accommodation provided for all the children in 
existing Public Schools (Bexley and Arncliffe)." 

It was decided not to open a new school. 

Arncliffe was proclaimed a Superior Public School on 22nd August, 1904. 
This was some five months after Mr Boland had been succeeded by Mr 
Buchanan as Headmaster. 

With the growth of the school the need was increasingly felt for it 
be to be divided into two departments, and many parents wished that 
when this was done the school should be divided into Boys' and Girls' 
departments rather than into Primary and Infants'. In September 1903 
the Minister was asked to receive a deputation of Arncliffe ladies 
"relative to provision-  being made at 'the local Public School for the 
separation of children according to sex." The Minister replied that 
it was against the practice of the Department to establish a separate 
Girls' department unless the average attendance was over 400, and that 

at Arncliffe was 365.5. However,the Progress Association took the 
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matter up ("some parents decline the responsibility of sending 
their girls to a mixed school, who are in consequence inconvenienced 
very considerably") and.in  October a deputation was received by the 
Acting Under-Secretary (Mr Bridges) in the absence of Mr Perry, the 
Minister, who had to attend a Cabinet meeting It consisted of nine 
mothers, introduced by the local Member of Parliament, Mr Carruthers, 
who had himself been Minister for Education twelve years earlier.  
It was claimed that the existing arrangement made some of the girls 
"very bold", and that "the very fact of boys and girls mixing together 
at such tender ages is apt to make girls lose that refined delicacy 
that mothers like to see in their daughters."  At the same time it 
was emphasised that "Arncliffe is a superior suburb, and superior 
people live there." Mr Bridges replied that where the system of 
separating the boys and girls in a two-department school had been tried, 
as at Tighe's Hill and Tenterfield, it had failed, and the parents had 
disliked it He pointed out that the tendency in Europe and America 
was towards what he called "co-ordinate education", and that the sexes 
were mixed at the University ("I think young women of from 18 to 25 
are more susceptible than schoolgirls") But he promised to put their 
case to the Minister.  

On the following day Mr Bridges reported to Mr Perry that while "as a 
matter of general principle" he favoured mixed schools, yet parents 
preferred separate departments, and the schools at Druinmoyne and 
Cootamundra, which had been re-organised in this way, had been "highly 
successful". He recommended separate Boys' and Girls' departments 
should be formed at Arncliffe But Mr Perry decided that the question 
should stand over for the time being 

Continued growth of the school led to the matter being raised again 
at the beginning of 1905 Mr Inspector Parkinson reported that the 
average attendance was over 460, and since the school was carried on 
in three separate buildings, supervision was difficult He thought 
the buildings more suitable for conversion to Primary and Infants' 
departments than to Boys' and Girls', but since the parents desired the 
latter he recommended it This recommendation was accepted, and the 
creation of separate Boys' and Girls' departments wascarried out in March 

At the same time it was decided to renovate the school buildings and 
also the residence The most important work was the removal of the 
galleries from the stone and wooden buildings, levelling off the 
floors and supply of desks This work was done by H A Baglee for 
pounds 105.0.0, and was completed in August 1905. Subsequently one 
of the large rooms (probably in the stone building) was divided by 
a glazed partition, and gas was laid on to one of the classrooms for 
use in scientific experiment 

Mr Morgan, the owner of a two-storey house adjoining the school, wrote 
to the Department in June 1907 offering to sell his property to the 
Department as an extension of the school site He was unwilling to 
sell any of the land without the house Mr Parkinson reported that it 
might be worth buying the property simply for the sake of the land, or 
alternatively to convert the house into classrooms or into a Domestic 
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Science School. He thought that the conversion of the house would 
be very expensive. It was decided not to buy the property. 

The Headinaster applied to the Department in August 1907 for mosquito-
proof screens to be supplied for the residence. 

". .Ancliffe lies close to the swampy lands bordering 
the lower part of Cook's River, Wand suffers more than 
any other suburb from a plague of mosquitoes during 
eight months of the year. All the houses in this 
neighbourhood - even small cottages let at 7/- per 
week -, are thus provided." 

Screens were supplied at a cost of pounds 7.5.0. 

Increasing numbers had led to a need for more accommodation, and as 
early as 1905 Mr Parkinson had reported that the existing buildings, 
only one of which "at all accords with modern requirements.,"could 
hold 550, while the enrolments were then already 677. Two watersheds 
had to be used as classrooms, and also an old small classroom which 
had previously been condemned. In 1906, Mr Parkinson's successor 
as Inspector for the district, Mr McLelland, took up the matter and, 
after several strong recommendations that additional accommodation be 
provided, it was decided to build a two-storey block of five classrooms 
to form the first stage of a larger guildlng to be completed later. 
However, it seems probable that it was later decided to 'build only 
four classrooms. The complete building, of which this was the first 
stage, was expected to contain fourteen classrooms. Tenders were 
invited at the end of 1907, and that of Thomas Jones (pounds 2,497.0.0) 
was accepted. The work, including additional tar-paving, was completed 
in October 1908. 

When the separate Girls' Department was formed Miss A.P. Noad was 
appointed Mistress. At the end of 1908 she was promoted to 1A, the 
highest grade, and in his special report on her work the Chief Inspector 
remarked that the school was in an "effiient condition", and that 
modern and e4ucative methods were effectively applied. 

In 1909 complaints were again being made that the enrolment (now 792) 
had outrun the accommodation, and a request was made by the Rockdale 
District Public School Board for the erection of a kindergarten room. 
It was pointed out that this request was evidently made under a mis-
apprehension, because, while such a room would extend educational 
facilities to children under six, it would not do anything to increase 
the accommodation for children already at school. It was suggested 
that two more classrooms should be added to the new, building, but it 
was then decided to open a special Infants' School at Arncliffe West. 
On examination the old site was found to be "very rough, with protruding 
rocks and boulder8",, and the work of levelling was expected to cost 
pounds 200.0.0; it was a'lso too small. SO it was decided to obtain 
another site nearby, and the present site of Arncliffe West. School 
was resumed from Mr J E Chant in 1910. An Infants' School was opened 
on this site during 1912. 


