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Dear Friend and Member, 

The regular meeting will be held as follows:- 

Date: 	 Friday Evening, April 21st, 1978, at 8.00 p.m. 

Place: 	 Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale. 

Business: 	General. 

Syllabus Item: 	Historic Paper on "The Rocks", Illustrated with Film. 
Presented by Miss Candy Tymson, Public Relations Officer, 
Sydney Redevelopment Society. 

Supper Roster: Captain: Mrs. Day, and Mesdames Waddington, Rootes, 
Havilah, Moffitt, Miss Heath. 

Ladies Dlease bring a plate. 

Mr. E. Ellis, 	 Miss A. Lang, 
President, 	 Secretary. 
Phone: 587 1159 	 Phone: 57 2608 

Mrs. B. Perkins, 
Publicity Officer. 

Mrs. E. Wright, 	 Phone: 587 9164 	 Mr. A. Ellis, 
Treas.& Soc.Sec. 	 Research Officer. 
Phone: 599 4884 	 Phone: 587 1159 

	

Fine - 	A tax you have to pay for doing wrong. 

Tax 	- 	A fine you have to pay for doing well. 
(A.J. Beeney). 
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ny of our Members have been, and still are, ill. We are sorry to hear 
Ls and trust that you will all be well again soon. 

was with regret that we learned of the death of one of our early Members, 
Mr. Vince Smith, of Carlton. 	Mr. Smith was actively interested in the 
Society, often acting as Projectionist for Syllbus Items, both movie and slides. 
He was also Treasurer for the year 1972/1973. To Mrs. Smith and Family, 
we offer our deepest sympathy. 

Books numbered I to 6 should soon be available again at a reasonable price. 
Also available (by the same Author) - 
Book 7. "The Early History/Tempe & the Black Creek Valley". 

Contact Asst. Secretary 'Phone 59 8078, 
OR Miss Otton 'Phone 59 4259 (after 8p.m.) 

Society Badges are available - $1.00 each. (See Mrs. Wright). 

Miss Otton, Curator of 'Lydham Hall', is in need of Ladies and/or Gentlemen 
to assist with the weekend roster. 	Visitors come from far and wide to 	see 
this lovely old Home, and your presence would greatly facilitate the inspections. 
Ring Miss Otton, Phone 59 4259, your call will be appreciated. 

There is now a large glass display case upstairs in Lydham Hall. At present it 
contains a few souvenirs from the various wars • Can you help to enlarge this 
display by exhibiting some of the war relics which you might have? These will 
be greatly appreciated, and good care taken of any souvenirs which you might 
care to loan or perhaps donate. Ring Miss Otton 59.4259. 

SOCIAL 

PORT MACQIJARIE, 	For your pleasure, Mrs. Wright (Social Secretary) 
has arranged a Coach Trip to Fort Macquarie, with a visit to Timber Town at 
Wauchope, and also to South West Rocks & Trial Bay. This should be most 
enjoyable. If you are interested, and wish to avoid disappointment, give your 
name together with a deposit of $10, to Mrs. Wright at the meeting. This 
outing is proving very popular. 

The Details are as follows: 

Time: 7.30 a.m. Sharp. 
Place: Town Hall, Rockdale. 
Cost: $65.00 per person (Inclusive - Dinner, Bed & Breakfast) 
Date: Saturday September 30th, October 1st and 2nd. 

Ring Mrs. Wright for further information - 599 4884. 

Corrigendum to March Bulletin. 	"The Tin Lizzie", Page 2, Line 2 .. 
Alter 'was" to "were". 



FROM WHENCE THEY CAME. 

- D.A & D J Hatton 

- Presented at the St.George 
Historical Society 
21st November 1975. 

After much research into our family's genealogy, we found out where 
they originated from in England, so in 1974 we visited the towns 
and villages "from whence they came". 

The family name is Newton, and we are descended through Arthur, a 
boot and shoe manufacturer, who died in 1965 at the age of 93, with 
five generations living at that time. He told us that his grand-
father was Charles Newton, a wine and spirit merchant of Sydney. 
We have been unable to find out when Charles first came to Australia, 
but he is recorded in the Post Office Directories for 1833, 1834, 
1835 and 1836. He married Mary Ann Wood, a lady born in Sydney in 
1819, and Grandfather John Newton was born on 18th May, 1836. Soon 
after he was born his father, Charles Newton, died, and Mary Ann 
married a Charles Towner and had ten children and now there are 
numerous descendants from the Towner family as well as from the 
Newton family. One of her daughters married Mr. James S.T.McGowen, 
the first Labour Premier of N.S.W., from 1910-1911. 

Arthur Newton was the youngest son of John, and his work took him 
mostly out of N.S.W. as he followed the trade of boot-maker, but he 
had four sisters and one brother who settled in the St. George 
district - Uncle Bill Newton had a horse bus and hansom cab running 
from Hurstville Station to Dumbleton, and a fruit shop and run in 
Forest Road, Penshurst; Aunt Phoebe Turner had shops in Rocky Point 
Road, at Kogarah and lastly the large fruit shop at the corner of 
Rocky Point Road and Ramsgate Road; Aunt Emily Asham had "The Hospital 
Shop" at Kogarah - remembered for its choicefruit, chocolates etc.; 
Aunt Louisa Levy had a tailoring business at Arncliffe; and Aunt Rose 
Wood had a tailoring business at Brighton and her husband George Wood 
was a builder, building his last houses in President Avenue. His 
mother was the sister of Sir Joseph Carruthers, who represented this 
district in the N.S.W. Parliament from 1887 to 1908, and was Premier 
of N.S.W. from 1904 to 1907. Both families grew up in Kiama. 

Mary Ann Wood's parents, John and Elizabeth, each came to Australia 
in 1818, as guests of His Majesty, King George III. 

Elizabeth arrived first on the ship "Maria" of 427 tons, which 
sailed from Deal in Kent on May 15, 1818, and sailed direct for 
Sydney, arriving on September 17, 1818, a journey of 126 days. 
The passengers were 124 female convicts with 25 children and a free 
settler, Mr. Wood and his family. John sailed on the ship 
"Tottenham" of 564 tons, which left Plymouth on April 17, 1818, but 
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was twice beaten back due to various accidents and heavy gales. 
On each occasion she suffered damage and had to undergo repairs. 
The prisoners had to be kept battened down below and suffered 
acutely from sea-sickness. Because of the presence of scurvy, 
the ship had to call into Rio de Janiero for fresh stores. The 
health of prisoners suffered, so that despite good care, ten had 
died between embarkation and arrival in Sydney on October 14, 1818 
a journey of 181 days. The passengers were 190 male prisoners, 
detachments of 34 soldiers of 46th and 48th Regiments, and free 
settler, Mr. Hazard and his wife. 

Elizabeth was indicted at Bradford Sessions in York on 17 July 1817. 
With three others, she was charged "with force and arms at the Parish 
of Wakefield aforesaid in the West Riding of the County of York, 
twenty yards of Printed Cotton of the value of sixpence and twenty 
yard of Printed Calico of the value of four pence, of the goods and 
chattels of one Robert Glassells then and there found, did then and 
there feloniously steal take and carry away against the Peace of the 
said Lord and now King, his Crown and Dignity". Each of these four 
persons was found guilty and sentenced to be transported for seven 
years. 

John tried to make a better job of things. He, with two others, 
was charged with stealing stamps to the value of pounds 5977.0.0 
form the York Stamp Office. Unfortunately for him, "the whole of 
the stamps, tied up in parcels with handkerchiefs, were discovered 
under a tombstone in the churchyard of St. Cuthbert, Peaseholm Green". 
They were sentenced to death and told "to entertain no hope of mercy", 
but it would appear that "mercy" was given, for he arrived under 
sentence of transportation for 14 years. 

By this time, 1818, Governor Macquarie had provided nearly nine years 
of wise leadership, but he was concerned about the large influx of 
people into the colony during that year. On 24 March, 1819, he wrote 
to Earl Bathurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies: 

"Your Lordship will not fail to observe in perusing the 
foregoing Report, that no less than Sixteen Ships, Conveying 
Upwards of 2,600 Male and Female Convicts, have arrived in 
this Country from England and Ireland within the short space 
of less than Ten Months, thus greatly augmenting the Population 

• • 	• 	and Consequently the Expences of this Colony to the Mother 
• Country; the Settlers being unable to take more than a small 

Proportion of them off the Store, on Account of their Poverty 
and the Losses they sustained by the Inundations I reported to 
Your Lordship in my Dispatches of 1817, thereby leaving a 

• large Body of Convicts on the Hands of Government to be 
• • 	Victualled and clothed at the Expence of the Crown. I trust 	• 

• however it will not be long before the Settlers will have so far 
recovered from their former and more recent Losses by the Floods, 
as to be able to take a great part of the Convicts now supported 

• • 	by Government, off the Store., for their Agricultural and Grazing 
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Purposes. In In the Meantime, I have no Alternative but to 
employ large Gangs of them on the Government Public Works 
now in progress at Sydney and the other Settlements, and 
also in Constructing New Roads and Bridges, and repairing 
of old ones throughout the several parts of the Colony, so 
as to render the Intercourse and Travelling between the 
Capital and the Several New Settlements in the Interior, 
safe, easy and Commodious, as the Expence of Constructing 
New Roads and Bridges, and keeping the old ones in Repair, 
has hitherto been defrayed from the Colonial Revenue, the 
Work being done by Contract, the whole of that heavy Expence 
will now be Saved to the Crown by thus employing Strong Gangs 
of Government Men to execute this important and indispensable 
Work.". 

On arrival in Sydney, as was the required practice, all prisoners 
were inspected by His Excellency, Governor Macquarie. John was a 
tradesman, a boot and shoe maker, so he had special qualifications 
needed in the growing colony, and by 28 November, 1821, he had 
received a conditional pardon, the same year as James Oatley. 
During 1820, John received pounds 4.11.0 from the Colonial Police 
Funds for making boots for a party of the 48th Regiment, which were 
used in extra service in search of bushrangers. Elizabeth did not 
receive her certificate of freedom until July 22, 1824, after she 
had served her full sentence of seven years. 

John & Elizabeth came from York, an ancient city in England dating 
from Celtic times, with a Cathedral dating from 1154 and city walls 
from the 14th century, to a town which had been established only for 
thirty years, and on 11 November, 1818, had a population of 25,000. 

There is a well-known Conrad Martens painting of Bridge Street,Sydney 
in 1836, and we like to think that the two ladies doing their washing 
in the Tank Stream, are our great great grandmother Elizabeth, and 
great grandmother Mary Ann. 

When Grannie Towner died in 1896, "The Methodist" published this 
obituary. "She dearly loved the House of God & fellowship with His 
People , found increasing comfort & hope in reading His Word". She 
attended a Methodist Cottage service at Chippendale, & was one of the 
first members of the Circuit, later being active at Glebe & Alexandria. 

Grandfather John Newton married Phoebe Wood at Kiama on 31st. December, 
1856, at the first Church of England which was constructed in 1843 of 

• timber, with frame visible on the outside and lined with cedar.. The 
present stone church, built on a new site on church Point was opened in 
1859. It contains two memorial windows recording the deaths of Phoebe's 

• nephew and his three children in a boating accident on the Minnainurra 
River on Boxing Day, 1893. 

Phoebe Wood's family came to Australia in 1849 on the "Mary Bannatyne", 
a barque of 535 tons, from London, via Plymouth, where she left on 
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8 April and arrived in Sydney on 26 July, 1849, a voyage of 109 
days. The Wood family were among the 222 immigrants on board 

they came with their seven children, including Phoebe who was 
then aged 11 and her eldest brother was 23. The children could 
all read write. They first lived at Parramatta but soon moved 
to Jamberoo, having dairyfarms at Clover Hill & later at Spring 
Hill, near the Carruthers farm. The Jamberoo Valley has recently 
been given classified listing by the National Trust, which has 
recommended it be given Scenic Preserve Status, with appropriate 
legislative protection.. 

John 4 1Phoebe Newton are buried in the Woronora Cemetery at 
Sutherland, but other members of the Wood family are at the Bombo 
Cemetery at North Kiama, including Phoebe's mother f her brother. 
Here we find that in the family grave it was thought important 
enough to record on the headstone that they were natives of 
Culmstock, Devonshire, England. 

The village of Culmstock, situated on the River Culm, in North 
Devon, had a population in 1974 or 692, although in 1831, a population 
of 1,357 is recorded. This English village now has one main street, 
a National School, a service station, two stores including the Post 
Office store, and thatched covered whitewashed houses. The most 
prominent building in the village is the All Saints Church of the 
Ciocese of Exeter, Archdeaconry of Exeter, Rural Deanery of Cullompton, 
County of Devon. One of the unusual features of this church, which 
dates from the lSOOs is the beech tree growing out of the turret of 
the tower. We have traced our family in the records of this village 
church back to the 1600s. Phoebe's parents were married here on 24 
March, 1824, and her grandmother Holley was buried in the churchyard 
on 15 May, 1842. 

The Holleys came from a village about three miles away - Burlescombe. 
These two villages, Culmstock and Burlescombe, are now separated by 
a major highway, the A38, which runs for several hundred miles from 
Derby in the Midlands to Cornwall. However, in previous times, dirt 
roads connected the villages, just wide enough for a horse and cart, 
and just off the A38, this road is still there with its old crossroads 
marked. 	 . . 	 . . . 

Burlescombe, with 725 population now, and 1073 in 1831., has survived 
for centuries, but with. modern day activities is fast disappearing, 
as it is being shaken and taken away with the removal of a hill nearby, 
for the manufacture of tiles, the, earth being carried in trucks which 

seemingly race non-stop through the one main Street of the village, 
scattering, dust over the sides'of.the road, 6 breaking road signs, so 
the village now looks dilapidated. The Devon fields are disappearing, 
leaving a red gap in the landscape. In the village proper, there are 
only about fifty houses 6 the Church of St. Mary's 'which dates from 
1324. It is a typical village church, small 6 dark inside, with a 
bell tower, but beautiful stained glass windows. The churchyard has 

the usual broken 6 leaning headstones among the grass 6 trees. 


