ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

24 Duff Street,
ARNCLIFFE. 2205,

October 8th, 1971.

Dear Friend and Member,

The regular monthly meeting of the Society will be held as follows: -

Date: - Friday Evening, October 15th, 1971, at 8 p. m.
Place: - Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale.

Syllabus Item:- Mr. & Mrs. A.F. Day, recently returned home after an
extensive tour overseas, and have generously offered to
show some of their slides which, I am sure, will be most
entertaining and enjoyable.

Business: - General.

Supper Roster:- Miss Dunsmore, Capt. , Miss Cheetham, Mrs. McNamara,
Miss Lambert, Miss White, Mrs. Marsden.

Would ladies please bring a plate.

Mr. J. Stead, Mrs. E. Eardley,
PRESIDENT. HON.SECRETARY.

Phone: 59-8078

Mr. A. Ellis,
RESEARCH OF FICER.




DATES OF INTEREST.

Please ring Mrs. Pender, Asst.Secretary, Phone 50.5724 - Evenings, or
59.8078 at your convenience. :

October 24th,
Everglades at Leura; Springtime Gardens for yvour pleasure,

Bus to leave Rockdale Town Hall - 9 a.m. - Adults $2 - Children $1 each.
Bring morning and afternoon tea, also lunch. We need 40 persons
altogether. Please come along and help to make this outing a success.

Sunday.

November 6th. Saturday evening. Council Chamber, Town Hall, Rockdale.
Rockdale Municipal Council Centenary Celebrations, Now on Film.
St.George Historical Society brings to you, highlights from the many ~
events which took place during those memorable celebrations that you:
witnessed this year,

This film which has not been previously shown, is the Council's official
record of the events as they took place, and relives again those many
colourful and exciting details such as the arrival at Rockdale Railway
Station of the Vintage Train, with most of the passengers alighting
dressed in period costume, the centenary procession, the floats, with
scenes depicted, of early and modern structure, too numerous to mention-
not forgetting the bands with their stirring music; capture again the

spirit of the pioneers, by being present at Rockdale Town Hall, Council
Chambers, on Saturday, 6th November, 1971, at 8 p. m.

The above film, together with other films of great historical interest,
should make a very pleasant night of entertainment. A charge of 45 cents
will be made and tickets will be available from Miss Otten and also at

the October meeting, We understand that quite a number of our members

are featured in the centenary film.
An invitation is extended to your friends to be present on this night, all

proceeds to be devoted to the Lydham Hall Restoration Fund.
A light supper will be served. ,

)

November l4th. Sunday.

Morning Service at Pittown Historic Church, 1859,

Bus will leave Rockdale Town Hall at 8 A, M. SHARP. Service begins
at 10.15 a.m. All facilities have been arranged for your comfort by
the Minister, the Rev. A.G. Laing, and the Ladies of the Parish.
Adults $2 - Children $1 each. Tour of surrounding Historical Areas
after lunch. Please come, we depend on you, ALL 40 OF YOU.

Also, may we remind you about the Christmas Hamper, all donations
will be appreciated. '

P

SOCIETY BADGES,  65¢ each, and Society Books are available.
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Sunday, November 14th, 1971,

In continuance of the policy of the members of the St. George
Historical Society in attending the morning service at one of the historic
country churches in the immediate vicinity of Sydney, irrespective of
denomination, arrangements are being finalised to attend St. James Church
of England at Pitt Town, one of the five Macquarie Towns ranged above
flood level in the famous Hawkesbury Valley.

This particular church dates from 1859 and was built of stone
from the design of Mr. Blackett. The school hall is immediately adjacent
and is thought to have been established prior to 1830. The rectory is a
gem and may have been built in the eighteen-forties. The church yard is
tree~clad and inhabited by magpies, and a charming view can be obtained
over the low-lying farm lands, and bird haunted lagoon, known as the Pitt
Town Bottoms. The small township contains many historic buildings,
some charming, which will offer excellent subjects for our camera minded
folk.

The church service, which commences at 10.15a.m., is a
family one and we will have the opportunity of meeting some of the local
residents. The Rector, the Rev.A.G. Laing, welcomes our visit and has
stated that we may lunch in the ancient School Hall where hot water will be
provided and a fire lit in the barbecue grate for the special benefit of those
amongst us who like a grilled steak or a pork sausage, done to a turn, in
real country fashion.

After lunch and a tour of the township our bus will traverse
the Pitt Town Bottoms Road, along the course of which many of the earliest
settlers established their homes and farm lands. We can assure our
members of a very interesting journey through the rural areas of one of the
oldest settled parts of Australia.

Our bus will leave Rockdale Town Hall at 8 a.m. sharp on

Sunday, November 14th. The fare has been kept to a minimum, the amount
being two dollars. Bring your edibles and be prepared for a delightful
and instructive day. Please contact Mrs. Pender, Phone 50.5724,

evenings, or Mrs. Eardley, 59.8078, for your bookings.

Vincent Saunders.

Publicity Officer.




We would like to thank Members and Friends for the following
"Recent Acquisitions’ to '"Lydham Hall", most of which are over 100
years old.
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Ornamental Glass Oil Table Lamp: Mr. & Mrs. W.Kennand - Eastwood.
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Large Porcelain Cheese Dish & Cover. :
China Gravy Boat with Stand attached. R a b L ENEE SIS
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Silver Hot Water Jug: Mrs. M. Waddington - Bexley.
)
Washstand Jug & Basin: Mr. & Mrs.Sullivan - Bexley.
SRSl
Gravy Boat: Miss E.Gillard - Kogarah.
Cedar Picture Frames, Cedar
Curtain Pole, Documents, Old
Pipe. (late Mr. Edward A rnold,
Sackville Street, Bexley).
Wine Glass (late Mr. John Andrews,
Rocky Point Road, Rockdale. - Miss F.Stacey - Bexley.
Small Stone-ware ink bottle,
Silver Coin Case,
Antique Button Hook: Mr. & Mrs.G. Eardley - Arncliffe.
ke ok ok
We would also like to say "THANK YOU'" to Alderman R. W. =
Rathbone, and Alderman A. Ford for the improvements to the hall of ~

"LYDHAM HALL'",
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There is still lots of space to display the BITS & PIECES
you might like to lend for the enjoyment of others to view.

No pedestal has yet come to hand. Can you help please????2?

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. & Mrs. C.W. Napper who celebrated
their DIAMOND WEDDING on September 20th, 1971. To these
PIONEERS of this District we wish good health, and many more happy

years together.
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THE LATE MR. R.C. CALLISTER - A TRIBUTE,

On Tuesday, September 21st, 1971, Mr. Reginald Clive
Callister, Treasurer of the St. George Historical Society, died suddenly
at his home in Haig Street, Bexley; his quiet, reserved, self-effacing
manner concealing to the end the real quality of his nature.

In an age of selfishness, cynicism and almost militant disrespect
for tradition, Reginald Callister held firm to the doctrine of God, Queen,
and Empire with an unswerving devotion and enjoyed the universal
respect of everyone with whom he came in contact.

The late Mr. Callister was born in Ballarat, Victoria, the son
of a schoolteacher and trained as a metallurgist at the Ballarat School

of Mires. At the outbreak of World War I he was working as a gold
assayist in West Africa but returned to Australia and enlisted in the
first A.L.F. He saw service at Gallipoli and in France and was

promoted through the ranks to the rank of Captain. At the Battle of
Pozieres he was awarded the Military Cross for outstanding bravery and
leadership.

After the War he returned to Australia and in the early 1930's
came to Sydney where he settled first at Kogarah and later in Bexley.

A man of powerful intellect, he was a voracious reader with a
particular interest in history and public affairs. He was a much
valued member of the Congregation of the Bexley Baptist Church and an
office bearer of the Bexley Branch of the Liberal Party for more than
30 years.

During World War II he was the Commanding Officer of the Bexley
Company of the V.D.C. and missed only one Anzac Day March in 52 years.
In recent years he had led his section of the Parade as the senior
surviving officer of his regiment.

He was a member of the Francis Drake Bowling Club and five
years ago became treasurer of the St. George Historical Society - a
position he carried out in the same quiet, reserved, ordered, loyal and
efficient way that had characterised his long and active life.

Men of the calibre of Reginald Callister are rare today and to
those of us who had the very real privilege of knowing him and of calling
him our friend, he will always remain an inspiration.

Alderman R. W, Réthboneo
MAYOR.
Municipality of Rockdale.
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EA RLY DAYS OF THE KOGARAH SHOPPING CENTRE.
Gifford and Eileen Eardley.

One is apt to think that the present busy shopping centre, with its

'frontage sited along portion of the length of Railway Parade, would date

back to the rural days of the district, but this is not so. The earliest
business centre of Kogarah faced Rocky Point Road and for the most part
was located between St. Paul's Church of England and St. Patrick's
Roman Catholic Church, with the old established Gardiner's Arms Hotel
atthe _]unctlon with the then Kogarah Road, now portion of the Prince's
nghway

The coming of the first section of the Illawarra Railway, which

-opened between Sydney and Hurstville on October 15th, 1884, gave the

present shopplng centre its first impetus. These premises, few in number
at that timme, were clustered together in the immediate vicinity of the then
new rallway station. Prior to this development the location was more or
less_ 'scrub-covered sandstone hilltop, noted for its caves and rocky

'escarpment one particular cave, so it has been related, was used as a

bushranger s cache in the days of yore. The land was cleared and rocks
razed to form streets, shopping and household allotments, but the base

" rock formation of the area can still be seen in the cutting at the northern
; end_of K_ogarah Railway Station in the vicinity of the overhead road bridge.

Kogarah Railway Station, in its original form, consisted of two

v0pposed platfobrms, now denoted as numbers 3 and 4, that on the "Up!' or

westernside may be regarded as belng the most important as the brick
buildings housed the station- master's office and the goods office. Each
platform had its separate ticket office and waiting room etc. There was
a carriage drive also on the western side for the convenience of those
fortunates who were driven in horse drawn vehicles to the station. The

_southern end of the "Down'' platform was provided with a short dock
: pl'a ‘agalnst which the steam trams to and from Sans Souci were

A foot crossing over the railway and tramway tracks
! -ted at the southern end of the platforms, and appears to have been

Out51de the "Down'' platform an excavation had been made in the

adJacent hillside in order to give hansom cab and horse omnibus access

to the station exits. These transport facilities were in gread demand
on the occasions when meetings were held at the Moorefield Racecourse.

This station roadway also came into use when funeral corteges arrived

to meet the Funeral Trains which ran, with the utmost decorum, to the

- Woronora Cemetery near Sutherland. We recall the four-wheeled glass-

sided hearse, drawn in solemn state by two well-groomed black horses,
and the accompanying mourning coaches that were to be 'seen on these sad
occasions, together with a retinue of sulkies and other vehicles conveying
friends to the station, and its designedly slow moving steam train.

The main thoroughfare, known as Railway Parade, commenced at
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Harrow Road and ran west to meet the Illawarra Railway which it then
skirted on the eastern side, with one minor divergence at the crest of
Kogarah Hill to avoid the station-master’'s residence, until the original
alignment of Forest Road was met at the overbridge immediately north of
Hurstville Railway Station. However, for the purpose of this essay we
are only concerned with that section of Railway Parade which extends from
the intersection of Montgomery Street at Kogarah to the intersection of
Gray Street. ' The eastern side of this section now forms a large portion
of the main shopping centre. = For historical reasons we have taken the
period of the early nineteen-noughts, an era with which we are personally
acquainted, : ' Ay

The Railway Parade of those now far off days was surfaced with
small blocks of packed random-shaped sandstone, material which quickly
disintegrated into dust under the impact of the horses' iron-shod hoofs and
the passage of many iron-bound cart-wheels. In windy weather, particu-
larly when the westerly winds of winter were blowing, the road dust rose A
in smothering clouds, intermixed with whirling paper and refuse swept N
daily from the footpaths . Shop-keepers brought out lengths of garden
hose on these occasions and sprayed water onto their display windows,
their portion of the footpath, and the adjacent roadway to the full extent of
the jet in order to give some measure of relief. In wet weather the road-
way became a slithering sea of mud, intermingled with horse droppings,
and unsavoury morsels such as cabbage leaves and gutter rubbish. Boots
and shoes became badly soiled, men wrapped sheets of newspaper-around
their legs below the knee, and the womenfolk were compelled to raise their
full length skirts to at least:ankle height, which to the more fastidious,
was a most embarrassing procedure. : :

It is more than passing strange to note how little the architectural
features of the two-storied shop buildings at Kogarah have changed over
the years. The elimination of kerbside verandah posts has resulted in
the removal of overhead balconies, which were a feature of the eighteen-
eighty shop design. The-access doorways to these balconies were partly
blocked up, the upper sections being fitted with sash windows of narrow
width. Many of the old verandah posts were provided with steel hooks
and rings, placed at'a height of about five feet above the ’kerb, to which
the reins ot horse harness could be attached as a safety measure.

Horses often became fractious and inclined to bolt when a passing steam
locomotive, or steam tram motor on the Sans Souci Tramway across the
road, gave vent to an imperious blast on its steam-operated whistle.

J )

The Bank of Australasia was first established in the two-storied
premises standing at the north-western corner of Rocky Point Road and
Hogben Street in what may be regarded as 101d'" Kogarah. With the
advent of the railway a move was made to "New' Kogarah where the Bank
occupied the two-storied premises sited at the western corner of
Montgomery Street and Railway Parade. A further move was made about
1905 when the vacated building was taken over by a newsagent named
J.H.Harrison. The footpath against the front windows now became lined
with poster boards advertising the various daily newspapers and the
weekly journals. The windows displayed a wide range of school
requisites together with writing pads with garish covers, stationery,




