
ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

81 Watkin Street, 
BEXLEY, 	2207, 

11th December, 1970. 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The Final Meeting for 1970 of our Society will be held as follows: 

Date: 	Friday Evening Next, 18th December, 1970, at 8 p.m. 

Place: 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale, 

A short business meeting will be held. 

A selection of Films by courtesy of "The Rural Bank Library" 
will be shown. This will be then followed by a 
"CHRISTMAS SUPPER". 

Would lady members please bring a plate as usual, and 
Mrs. Eardley would appreciate any help inpreparing supper 
from the lady members. Gentlemen kindly donate20, 

Your President and the Executive thank the members of the Society 
for their help and support during 1970, and take this opportunity to wish them 
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR to all, 

D. H. Sinclair, 	 (Miss)J. Noble, 
PRESIDENT, 	 HON. SECRETARY, 

59, 6796. 

Mr. A. Ellis, RESEARCH OFFICER - 587. 1159. 

CORRECTION, Winner of Cup Saucer & Plate donated by Miss McCartney 
was Mrs. Lee. 

PLEASE NOTE, Due to the Centenary Celebrations of the Rockdale 
Municipality, it has been decided that the Society hold a JANUARY MEETING 
on Friday Evening, 22nd January, 1971, Guest Speaker, Mr. W. Marshall 



"LYDHAM HALL" 

I am sure members will be pleased to learn that, during last 

month, Rockdale Council completed the purchase of Lydham Hall. This 

old home in Lydham Avenue, Bexley, is to be used as an historical museum 

where items of interest may be displayed for all to see. 

Whilst the Council has assumed responsibility for the restoration 

and maintenance of the outside of the building, our Society has undertaken 

to restore and furnish the interior. This work has already been commenced, 

and some members have spent recent Saturday afternoons in painting ceilings 

and walls, and cleaning the cedar woodwork so that the timber may be 

restored to its original condition. 

The task of restoring a home 115 years old calls for a lot of 

patient work, and we are in need of assistance from all members who are 

able to help. This help may take a number of forms - by spending a few 

hours either mid-week or at week-ends in cleaning timber, assisting the 

ladies committee to raise funds, or by giving or lending furniture and items 

for eventual display. 

Any assistance members may give would be greatly appreciated. 

D. H. Sinclair. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY .... FUTURE OUTINGS & SOCIAL EVENTS. 

Please ring Mrs. Eardley, Asst. Secretary, for the following bookings. 
Phone 59, 8078. 

We would like the support of all members and their friends on our various 
Outings and Social Functions, * * * * * * * * * 

1971, 

FEBRUARY - 27TH SATURDAY, FORT DENISON INSPECTION. 

Limited to 50 persons, please make bookings early. 	Details later, 

* * * * * * * * * 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

FEBRUARY 6TH ..... Vintage Train .... Rockdale Centenary Celebrations, 

FEBRUARY 20TH ... Official Opening of "LYDHAM HALL". 

* * * * * * * * * 

"LYDHAM HALL FUND RAISING COMMITTEE" 

STALL. ,A very successful stall was held at Rockdale on Saturday morning 
21st November, to raise funds for the restoration of Lydham Hall, Bexley. 
The amount raised was $249. 90. 

The Raffle "A XMAS HAMPER" donated by Miss Dunsmore was won 
by Mr. Hayman of Kogarah. 

COOKING DEMONSTRATION, by courtesy of St. George County Council, 
Ninety eight persons attended this entertaining Evening on Wednesday, 
25th November. 

The raffles were donated by Miss Noble. Results: 1st Prize, 
Mrs. Bushell, 2nd Prize, Mrs. R. Moar, Jnr. 

FILM EVENING. 	A successful Film evening on the recent visit to 
Gulgong was held on Saturday Evening, 28th November, at the home of 
Mr. & Mrs. Piper, of Bexley. 	We would like to thank Mr. & Mrs. Piper 
for opening their home to us. 

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking those members who 
have contributed to the Stall and other fund raising activities during the past 
few months, and also thanks to the members of the Ladies Committee, who 
have helped to make our efforts such a success. Our Bank Balance now 
stands at $713. 55. 

(Mrs) E. Wright. 30.11.70. 
President of the Fund Raising 
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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY BULLETINS. 

INDEX 1970. 

PAGE. 

3. 	FEBRUARY An Incident in Castlereagh Street, Sydney. 
(as reported in the Sydney Herald, 14. 11. 1831) 

- Extract from the Hurstville Propeller dated 13th May,  
1921. 

"A Link With The Past". Mr. Fred Gannon. 
5. 	 - Old St. David's Church of England - Arncliffe. Illustrated. 

13. 	MARCH 	- The Latter Day Personnel of the Sans-Souci Tramway. 
15. 	 - Extract from "Back to Mortdale School". 

A Brief History of Mortdale. 

17. 	APRIL 	Captain James Cook, R. N. Illustrated. 
23, 	 Cont. Extract from "Back to Mortdale School". 

A Brief History of Mortdale. 

30. 	MAY 	- A Brief History of the Garden Island Dockyard. 
35, 	 - The Affairs of Rose Vale Villa, Rockdale. Illustrated. 

- Pilgrimage to Kurnell. 

39. JUNE 	 The History of Tempe House, Tempe. 
40. - Cooks River The History of its Early Homes & Bridges. 

45. 	JULY 	 Cobbitty. A Village of the Cow-Pastures. Illustrated. 

50. 	AUGUST 	- A Hospital in Contrast. 
53, 	 - The Blacksmiths and Farriers of Rockdale. 

56. 	SEPTEMBER - The Affairs of James Beehag. A Rockdale Pioneer. 
60. 	 - "Lydham Hall". Illustrated. 	 Illustrated. 

62. OCTOBER - Our Cruise on the Harbour. 
63. - Reminiscences of Early Hurstville Families. 

65. 	NOVEMBER - Visit to Gulgong. 

75. 	DECEMBER - The Chinese Market Gardeners of St. George District. 
Illustrated. 



PUBLICATIONS OF THE ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

BOOK 1. THE EARLY HISTORY OF 65 75 cents 
THE WOLLI CREEK VALLEY. posted. 

BOOK 2, THE KOGARAH TO SANS SOUCI 65 75 cents 
TRAMWAY, posted. 

BOOK 3. THOMAS SAYWELL'S TRAMWAY 65 75 cents 
ROCKDALE TO LADY ROBINSON'S posted. 
BEACH. 

BOOK 4, THE ARNCLIFFE TO BEXLEY 65 75 cents 
STEAM TRAMWAY, posted, 

BOOK 5. OUR HERITAGE IN STONE. 70 80 cents 
posted. 

BOOK 6, 	ALL STATIONS TO COMO. 	 In 
Preparation. 

The above list of the St. George Historical Society's publications can be 
reaily obtained subject to stocks in hand from 

The Secretary: 	Miss J. Noble, 
81 Watkin Street, 
Bexley. 2207, 

OR 

Mr. F.C. Smith, Florist, TramwayArcade, Rockdale. 

OR 

Mr. W. J. Spence, Newsagent, 449 Forest Road, Bexley. 




