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ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPONSORED BY ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

81 Watkin Street, 
BEXLEY. 2207. 

13th November, 1970. 

Dear Friend and Member, 

The next meeting of the Society will be held as follows:- 

Date: 	Friday Evening Next, 20th November, 1970, at 8 p.m. 

Place: 	Council Chamber, Town Hall, Princes Highway, Rockdale, 

Guest Speaker: 	Mr. E. H. Jones, Dip. A rt. , F,R A.LA., will 
present an Illustrated Address entitled 

"TASMANIAN ARCHITECTURE". 

Business: General. 

Would lady members please bring a plate, and gentlemen kindly donate 
20ç towards the Museum Fund. 

DH, Sinclair. 	 (Miss) J. Noble. 

President. 	 Hon. Secretary, 	59,6795. 

Supper Roster. 

Mrs. Coghlan (Capt.), Miss Cheetham, Miss Pallister, Mrs. Pritchard, 
Mrs. Eastop, Mrs. MacDonald. 

STALL DONATIONS FOR SATURDAY, 21ST NOVEMBER, 1970 -- 

PLEASE PHONE 59.6796. 
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"LADIES MUSEUM FUND COMMITTEE" - GOODS REQUIRED! 

A stall will be held on "Senate Election Day", Saturday morning, 
21st November, 1970, at the Presbyterian Church, cnr, Watkin and Herbert 
Streets, Rockdale, to raise funds for "LYDHAM HALL". 

Donations such as jams, pickles, cakes and fancy goods etc. , would 
be appreciated to stock the stall. 	Please contact Mrs. Wright - 59. 6796 
for goods to be collected -- Cakes will be collected early on the morning 
of the stall. 

SOCIETY'S RAFFLE - "LAMPSHADE AND BASE", 

I would like to thank those members who have already returned their 
tickets, and Please Note that it would be appreciated if remaining tickets 
could be returned along with money to the Hon. Secretary not later than 
the November Meeting. 	Raffle to be drawn at the Society's Christmas 
Party 18/12/70. 	 ,Th 

RAFFLE RESULTS OCTOBER MEETING, 

Cup, Saucer and Plate donated by Miss McCartney, was won by Miss V. Hill. 

CRAZY WHIST NIGHT, 

Coffee Set donated by Mrs. Eardley, was won by Mrs. A. Day. 

PLEASE REMEMBER - 	WEDNESDAY - 25th NOVEMBER, 1970, 

"COOKERY DEMONSTRATION" 

By Courtesy of 

St. George County Council 

will be held in the 

Binder Auditorium 

Montgomery Street, Kogarah. 

Wednesday, 25th November, 1970, at 7. 30 p.m. 

R.S.V.P. 	 Phone 59. 6796 or 59, 8078 
11, 11,70, 	 for bookings. 

Donation 50, 

Proceeds - "Lydham Hall" Fund, 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY .... FUTURE OUTINGS & SOCIAL EVENTS. 

Please ring Mrs. Eardley, Asst. Secretary, for the following bookings. 
Phone 59, 8078. 

We would like the support of all members and their friends on our various 
Outings and Social Functions. 

November - 22nd Sunday. TO ATTEND 11 A. M. MORNING SERVICE AT 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT EBENEZER - which is claimed to 

be the oldest existing Church in Australia, 
Cost $1.50 - to be paid at meeting 20/11/70. 
Bus leaving Rockdale Town Hall at 9 a.m. SHARP. 

Lunch at Ebenezer - Hot Water provided. 

Travelling via Windsor to Ebenezer and returning via Galston and Dural, 
where time permitting a visit to the historic "St. Jude's". 

Returning to Rockdale approx. 5. 30 p. m. 
Bring your Morning, Afternoon Teas and Lunch. 

1971 - FEBRUARY 27th SATURDAY, 

FORT DENISON INSPECTION - Limit 50 persons. 

Details later. 

SOCIAL FUND-RAISING EVENINGS. 

NOVEMBER 21st - SATURDAY MORNING - STREET STALL, will be held 
at the PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, cnr. WATKIN & HERBERT STREETS, 
ROCKDA LE. 

NOVEMBER - 25th - WEDNESDAY EVENING - COOKERY DEMONSTRATION. 
by courtesy of St. George County Council, in the Binder Auditorium, Kogarah, 
at 7. 30 p.m. 	Donation 50. 
To make this a successful Evening, we have to guarantee 70 persons to attend, 
so please support the function and bring your friends. 

NOVEMBER 28th - SATURDAY EVENING - 7,30 P.M. - SLIDE EVENING. 
We look forward to an interesting showing of slides from the recent visit to 
Wellington and Gulgong in October, at Mr. & Mrs. W. Piper's Home, 
26 Stoney Creek Road, Bexley (Next door to the Bexley R. S. L. 
Donation: 40. 	Ladies please bring plate. 

DECEMBER 18th - FRIDAY EVENING ....... CHRISTMAS PARTY, 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE ST. GEORGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

We are pleased to announce the release of our 5th Publication entitled 
"OUR HERITAGE IN STONE" copies of which will be available at our 
November meeting. 

Book 1. 	THE EARLY HISTORY OF 65 75 cents 
THE WOLLI CREEK VALLEY, posted 

Book 2, 	THE KOGARAH TO SANS SOUCI 65 75 cents 
TRAMWAY, posted 

Book 3, 	THOMAS SAYWELL'S TRAMWAY 65 75 cents 
ROCKDALE TO LADY ROBINSOWS posted 
BEACH. 

Book 4. 	THE ARNCLIFFE TO BEXLEY 65 75 cents 
STEAM TRAMWAY, posted 

Book 5, 	OUR HERITAGE IN STONE, 70 80 cents 
posted 

Book 6. ALL STATIONS TO COMO, 	 In 
Preparation 

The above list of the St. George Historical Society's publications can 
be readily obtained, subject to stocks in hand, from - 

The Secretary: 	 Miss J. Noble, 
81 Watkin Street, 
Bexley. 2207. 

OR 

Mr. F.C. Smith, Florist, Tramway Arcade, Rockdale, 

Aw 

Mr. W.J. Spence, Newsagent, 449 Forest Road, Bexley, 



VISIT TO GULGONG 	 (65) 

Dawned (although I did not see the dawn) a day which could be really 
called a summers day. At the departure point opposite Rockdale Town Hall, 
the Gulgortravellers all bright and shiny, eagerly awaited the Foley Coach, 
the first arrivals being there at 7. 15 a, m. , The coach arrived on time, our 
Coach Captain Geoff Dickson, on viewing the mound of ports and bags etc. 
asked how long the travellers were going for, and that this coach was not 
going to Alice Springs, it was going to Gulgong. 

Having stowed all gear and battened down all hatches, we awaited the 
arrival of our last two passengers, the Tom Lees, Tom, who said he'd been 
delayed because he couldn't find his Society Badge. 

Geoff then, having satisfied himself after perusing books of details in 
close collaboration with our capable Secretary, Jenette, held on the coming 
day's activities, addressed the seated passengers on what the details of the 
coach trip, its amenities normal sub and if required ab, contentment was as 
near as the nearest bell pull, what to expect if you spoke out of your turn, or 
called the Coach a Bus. 

Our lastpassenger to board the Coach, was His Lordship the Mayor, Ron, 

Geoff after again counting the passengers, as I think Don,had nicked away 
and disappeared a while before this (I don't think they open till 10 a. m.), 
decided to set the Coach in motion and move off. 

Our trip to Galgong had then begun in earnest, We moved into Princes 
Highway, the start of a busy (that is traffic wise) Saturday morning with a 
journey of 290 odd miles ahead of us, the trip across country to Parramatta, 
was conspicuous for its absence of Green Lights, and therefore after lots of 
intersection stops, we made our first scheduled stop, Parramatta; at this 
stop we had arranged to pick up our Guide and past Gulgong resident Alfred 
Brigden. Alf was there (he said he was glad we had come as he had been 
roasted. I said by the wife', he said 'No by the sun'. Springwood was to be 
the next scheduled stop, after leaving Penrith, which was negotiated in a 
very cautious manner due, and according to Geoff, to the silly pedestrians, 
and lady drivers, There were really lots of lady drivers out on this day, I 
really think it must have been Ladies Day. 

At this point, Bill Foster commenced a series of a very interesting 
commentary and as we began to ascend the mountain road, he detailed history 
of the First crossing of the Blue Mountains, the hazards, the landmarks and 
details of those concerned. Finally we arrived at Springwood. This proved 
to be very popular, for the morning cup of tea, and the scones, jam and 
cream. After examination of the out buildings, by most everybody, we again 
moved off into the heat of the day, 

Hartley Court House was the next stop and proved to be of great interest 
as Bill Foster detailed his unending history of its part in the Crossing of the 
Blue Mountains. 
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After leaving Hartley at 12, 20 p.m. the temperature that is in the Coach, 
became much cooler, this was much improved on the start of the trip, traffic 
now was much less and time that had been lost was being made up; the 
countryside now looking much greener than prior to our arrival at Springwood, 
and heads: that had begun to nod, due to their early morning rising, to make 
certain they would not miss the Coach on this trip, were now delighted with 
picturesque countryside, the small hamlets so peacefully set in the green 
grassed settings, small farms with sheep and cattle grazing. After traversing 
a good deal of flat country through rural areas we arrived at Bathurst at 
1. 30 p. m,, the latter city having been named by Governor Macquarie in the 
year 1833. Bathurst was our stop for lunch, so to fortify the inner man and 
women our party had lunch at the A cropole Restaurant, though some did go 
to the wrong cafe. After lunch Geoff drove around Bathurst Park, which was 
in colourful array to greet our party, the park with its blossom trees of 
Pinks, Reds and Whites contrasting with the green of the freshly cut grass 
made a picture to behold. 

At 2. 30 p.m. the journey to Wellington was resumed. As we moved out 
of Bathurst we noticed that this City had lots of visitors arriving in various 
forms of dress and undress, in all kinds of vehicles, who are arriving for the 
Auto Races and to add colour to the weekend holidays. 

All of our party appear to be happy and contented after their luncheon, 
nobody has been left behind as we take to the road again. The countryside is 
now looking extremely beautiful and could not look more prosperous, lush 
green grass dotted with newly shorn sheep and scores of lambs; we eventually 
arrive at an area famous for its gold diggings, There stand the structures 
now in disuse at Lucknow, which had formed the mine heads, and where so 
many people had lived through the gold fever days in the 1870!s, 

After leaving Jjicknow we pass through Ophir, like Lucknow this district 
was first settled by a handfall of pioneer stockmen in the decades after the 
first crossing of the Blue Mountains, Gold was discovered in 1851 by Edward 
Hargraves at Ophir. A further fifteen miles through an area noted for its 
cherries, pears and apples of which we saw evidence in the form of very 
colourful blossoms, we arrived at the older part of Orange; famous as the 
"Cherry Blossom city, is one hundred and sixty-three miles west of Sydney,  
its population being about twenty-two thousand. Surrounded by rolling hills 
and green vales, it straddles the eastern slopes of Mount Canobolas (4610 ft. ); 
highest point between the Blue Mountains and the Indian Ocean, some 2, 000 
miles to the west. 

A terrace of some eight or ten houses, which were built in 1876, and 
still in good condition, are noticed, as we continue on our way, 

Our coach arrived at Orange at 3. 30 p.m., plums, peaches and grapes 
together with the fruits already named, are produced here - but not oranges 
much to the surprise of many visitors, (Orange is named after a Prince of 
Orange who became King of Holland). As well as its rural activities, Orange 
has many well established secondary industries. One enterprise, which 
could possibly be described as the industrial 'nerve centre"  of Orange, makes 
refrigerators, washing machines and similar goods, and is the largest de-
centralised industry of its type in Australia, 
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Scenically the City of Orange (in 1946 it became a City) is renowned 
for the charm of its gardens and parks. Geoff, the Coach Captain, at this 
stage stated that although he was running a little behind in his schedule, he 
would stop for ten minutes or so, as it might be an opportune time to take a 
walk - this we did for several reasons, one of them being to walk through 
Cook Park, which was a credit to this City. The green of the newly mown 
grass made a beautiful contract with the colour of the blossom trees, the 
Begonia House, with its masses of Begonias, Shyanthis and The Poor Mans 
Orchids, displayed what appeared to be every colour in the rainbow and 
more even than that, the Pink Magnolia Trees that stood at the entrance to 
the Park were so striking that, on our return to the Coach, Geoff said we 
will drive around the Park again to take a second look. Having done so, we 
then headed for Wellington, proceeding along the Dubbo Road. A sign post 
showed that it was 62 miles to Wellington, Geoff deviated off the main road 
slightly to take us through the Towac Valley where were situated in this 
valley a big percentage of the cherry orchards together with other blossom 
trees. After having been given this very colourful treat Geoff stated that 
the time was then 4 o'clock,  he would have to get moving. This he did, and 
as this road was quite free from traffic, we were able to make up a good bit 
of lost time. 

The countryside here was very sparsely dotted with cattle, but still 
good green pastures. After 10 miles or so, sheep again appear on the scene, 
lots of them unshorn unlike those we had seen earlier, as we are now 
approaching wheat growing areas and just prior to this we see a very 
attractive park along the northern side of which we cross over Molong Creek 
or Rivulet, and there is a very appealing spot (at least to us who have been 
travelling through a very hot day), The River banks are lined with low 
hanging branches of numbers of Willows which droop to the waters edge, a 
good place to be away from the sun on a hot day. Molong is soon reached, 
"Molong" is an aboriginal word meaning "rocks". Molong came into being 
in 1832 following a journey through from Bathurst to Wellington by Surveyor-
General, Sir Thomas Mitchell, Before reaching Molong we pass several 
grain silos. This town is quite a country town and is situated 32 miles from 
Wellington. It has several hotels, a number of shops, and a building which 
was once a hotel, but now houses the Molong Historical Society Museum. 

As we continue towards our destination for that day there are many 
nodding heads, but prior to reaching Wellington, we head for the Burrendong 
Dam. "Burrendong" is an aboriginal word meaning native bear. Having 
arrived at the Dam we were confronted with a magnificent sight. Before us 
was an expanse of water containing more than twice the amount of water 
contained in Sydney Harbour and we were viewing it from a height of close 
to 200 feet, This dam is located on the Macquarie River just below its 
junction with the Cudgegong River and is about 20 miles upstream from 
Wellington. When completely full, the lake will contain three and a half 
times more water than Sydney Harbour, backing up the Cuegong River for 
16 miles and the Macquarie River for 22 miles, A total area of 22, 000 acres 
will be covered to a maximum depth of 185 feet, 

This is a remarkable feat of workmanship and must be seen to be 
believed when making comment about it. Rock was obtained from a quarry 
just upstream from the main wall, 
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